— Uro Tebe nmomaputh Ha PoxnecTBo, noporas? — cupocui 3a 3aBTpakoM Hrops.

— My3y! — mpauHO ycmexHynach KaTs 1, 3aXxBaTHB 4allKy, yIuia B CBOIO KOMHATY.

Mysk moxkas 1ie4aMu, J0NKi Koge U BBILIET U3 JOMY, TUXO IPUTBOPHB 3a co00H ABepb. C TaKuM ke
yCIIEXOM OHa MOTJIa ObI MOIIPOCUTD y HEro MepO CHHEH NTHILBI WK XPYCTaIbHbBII KOJOKOIBIHK 371b(a. Ho
My3a npennodtutenabHee. Katnn pomaH yBsi3 B quanorax, CIOKeT OKOHUATEIbHO 3aIly TaJICsl, TEPOH 3aMEpIIu
B HEMBIX 1103aX, 0Xuaast cBoel ydactu. Kaxnplii pas, Bo3Bpamiasce 1oMoi, rops HabI0qam oqHy U Ty
e KapTHHY: TOPECTHYIO CIIMHY EHBI IIepe]l YUCTHIM JIMCTOM MOHHUTOpa. BOKpyT rpoMo3anianch UCIIUThIE
ko(erinble yamkyu. OH MOAXOIWII K Hel M menTai B 3aTbuIoK: «Hy kak?», XoTs Bc€ ObUI0 OHATHO O€3 CIIOB.
Kats Tspxeno B3apIxana U yXoAniIa Ha KyXHIO. TBOpUYECKHH TyHMK IPO3UJII IEPEPACTH B CEMEHHYIO Apamy.

Beuepom npsimo ¢ nopora Wrops Bpyuuni xeHe MIOTHBIA KOHBEPT ¢ camonéTukom: «Ha Bot. Crneraid,
pasBeiics. 3a01HO U My3y CBOIO MOUIIEHIb!».

Cmycts cytku, Kars Opena 1o 3acHe)XEHHBIM YIHLIAM JIFOOMMOTO TOpOAa, BIbIXasl 3amax BIaXHOU Oa-
Tutickol 3uMbl. OHa Obuta B TayHE NMecsATh JeT Haszall, a KaszaJoch, Todbko BYepa! Bcé€ Bokpyr Obuio
3HAKOMBIM, TIOYTH POIHBIM. YiHIa Bupy B cTabHBIX, HCIICIIPEHHBIX CHETOM CyMEpKax Bejla B JaOUPUHTHI
craporo ropoga. CToposkeBble OallHK ¢ IOJCJICHOBAaTbIMU OOMHUIIAMU ApEMai, NPHIABICHHbBIE IPY30M
BEKOB, KaK U TOTZA, CJIOBHO HUYETO HE U3MEHUIIOCH, U HE OBIIO JOJITOM *KHU3HU B IPOMEKYTKE MEXy Hep-
BOM BCTpeueil ¥ HBIHEIITHUM CBHIAHHUEM.

Merenb He yruxana. A Katst Bc€ kpyKuia ¥ Kpy>Kuiia 110 TECHBIM YJI04KaM, yraJablBasi HOBOPOTHI, pa-
nysick 3HakOMBIM (oHapsM. Inuns Patymum nponsan o3g6mee HeOO TO cieBa, TO cnpasa. Betep mBbIpsi
B JIMLIO TOPCTH CYXOTO, KaK IeCcOK, cHera. HencToBo Bpamianuck u ckpunenu ¢mrorepa. Jlironei Ha ynumax
MOYTH HE OCTAJIIOCH — PEAKHE IPOXOXKHE, TOJHIB BOPOTHHUKH, CIICIIMIN JOMOMH, K OTPECKUBAIOLINM T10JIe-
HBSIMHM KaMHHaM, Mepuatomunm &nkam. «Ilopa 1 MHe oTtnoxHYyTEY» — Kats ynsiOHy1achk, npeABKyas TEMIbII
HOWIET ¥ ropsunii OynboH B foMe MapTsl ApHonba0BHBI Ha ynune [Tuk. 3arsHyB notyxe mapd, ors-
HYJIach 10 CTOPOHAM: CIIPaBa Masumiia €1Ba Pa3IMuuMas OT BHIOTH OalIHs — caMblil HAAEKHBINA B rOpoJe
OpHEHTHUP — U 00APO 3amiaraja 1o 0e3bIMIHHOMY MIEPEYIIKY...

Ho uem mosbliie oHa 1m1a, TeM Aajblie yaajasiachk oT Heau. CHeXKHBIN MEeCOK NPEBPaTUIICS B MOKPBIE
BaTHBIE KJIOUbS, HO Jja’Ke OHH HE MOIVIM PacCesiTh CTyCTHBILIEHCSA ThbMBbI. TeCHbIE YU IEPETICTATNCh U
yOeranu B HOABOPOTHH, NIEPEYIIKH YTHIKAJIUCH B IIIyXue ABOPHL. BeTep BbUI 1 packadunBall TycKiIble (POHAPH.
Kak MO>XHO OBUIO TaK DIIyTO 3a0JIyANTHCS B UICXOKEHHOM BJIOJIb U TONEPEK ropoze?

CBepHYB 3a yroJj, OHa OUyTHJIaCh Ha 3HAKOMOH YJIUIIE MaCcTEPOBOI0O KBapTasia 1 ¢ 00JIerYeHUEeM IepeBesa
nyx. CKpy4YeHHbIE KPEHJENsl, YBUTbIC 3MEsIMH Yallli, TMBHbIC OOYOHKHU M TOJIEHACTHIE CArloru 0003HavaIn
LEXOBYIO IPUHAUIEKHOCTh HAXOSIINXCS BHU3Y JIaBOK. B 3TOT yac Bce OHM OBbIIHM 3aKpbITHL. JINIIb 0gHO-
€IMHCTBEHHOE OKOILIKO CBETUJIOCH B KOHIIE YJIMILIBI — K HEMY U Hampasuiack npozapormas Kars. Bekope Hazn



€€ TOJIOBOM MOBUCIA PACKPBITAsI KOBAaHAs KHUTA C KPYKEBHOU Haanuchro: «lIproru u ceiHOBbs». Tsxénas
nyOoBasi IBEpb, 3aBaJiCHHAs! CHETOM, MOJ1a1ach HE Cpasy.

3BSIKHYJ KOJIOKOJIBYMK. HaBcTpedy BBINIEN CTApUK ¢ MYMIMCTON Oenol GOpoaol M LENKUM B3INISI0M
CHPATAaHHBIX 32 CTEKJIAIIKAMHU OYKOB Ia3. Ka3anock, ero HU4yTh He YIMBUIIO MOSBIEHNE HOYHOU TOCTHH.
[es OykuHKCcTa OblIIa 0OMOTaHA TOJICTHIM KPACHBIM MIAP(OM PYUHOM BSI3KH, KOTOPBIE OOBIYHO U BSXKYTCS
B TaKHUE, KaK CEro/iHs, HEHACTHbIE 3UMHUE Beuepa. B pykax OH feprkai 3aJ10KECHHYIO MTAIIbLEM KHUTY.

— IIpomry Bac, — crapuk HapucoBas rajJaHTHBIN OTYKPYT CBOOOAHOM PYKOi.

— V3BUHHMTE, YTO TaK MO3/HO, — MpoLIeecTeNa 3aMEP3MNMU Ty0aMu JKeHIMHA. — BbI, HaBepHOE, yke
JIABHO 3aKPBUIACH. fI TOJIBKO MOIPEOCh HEMHOIO, €CJIH II03BOJIUTE, U YINY.

— Hy, uro Bol! He crouT u3BunsThCS. ECim Beph He 3anepTa, 3HAUUT, JIaBKa pabOTaeT, — MPOIIEeIT XO35UH,
pactsarusas nacHsle. — bynem 3HakoMsbl: naH IIproru. Bunbsrensm [proru.

— Kars, — oTBeTHIIa TOCTBS, TOKUMasI CyXyl0, KaKk epraMeHT, JIaJJOHb CTapuKa.

— IIpoxoaute, He cTecHsTeCh, — OyKMHUCT KMBHYJ Ha pacTpénaHHOe MUIETEHOEe KPecio, — a s MoKa
KO(heHHHK MOCTaBIIO.

U ckppiics B IiryOMHE JTaBKH.

Kars ycenach B T€miioe rue3io, yBUTOE KIETUATHIM IUIEAOM, B OcMoTpenack. B monyTéMHoOI koMHare,
OCBEIIEHHOM JIMIIb MACIISTHOW JIaMITO#, BCE OBLIO 3acTaBlieHO KHUTaMH. [1aXJ10 mbLIbIO, Jiexkao Oymaron
U CJTaJIKOBATBIM 3arlaxoM MeperiéTHol koxku. KHur Ob110 HecMeTHOE KonnuecTBo. [10IKu yXoaunu BriryOb,
B OSCKOHEUHYIO MEPCIEKTUBY, a CBEPXY YNHPalUCh B HU3KHE CBOJIBI ropdaroro OeiéHoro moronka. Ha
pabodeii KOHTOPKE B YIUTy TPOMO3MINCH pacIyXIIne Manky, Oypble KOHBEPTHI C CypTyYHBIMH TIEUATSIMH,
CTONKH BhIMapaHHbBIX JUCTOB. [lo3eneHeBmas oT BpeMeH!n OpOH30Basi YePHUIIbHUIA C TOpYAIled U3 rop-
JIBIIIIKA NIEPHEBOM pyUKOH JTOTMONHANA My3€iHyI0 KoMIo3uIuio. JKeHInHa nomapuia ria3aMu Mo CTeHaM
B IIOMCKaX BBIKJIKOUATEIs, HO HE HAllJIa HA €0, HU PO3E€TOK, HU IPOBOAOB. TONBKO MacisHas JIaMIla C
IpokaruM ¢utuineM. E€ HepoBHBIN CBET oTpakaics B KOJ0axX MEeCOYHbIX YacoB, B MOTEMHEBIICH JIMH3E,
3acThIBIICH cpenu Oymar.

Bckope OyKMHUCT BEpHYJICS C JBIMSIIUMCS MEIHBIM KOQEHHUKOM B pyKax. AKKYpaTHO pacCTaBHJI Ha
MOJIOTHSHOW candeTke Yallku, JJOKKH, CEPeOPSIHYIO0 CaxapHHUILY, BAa30UKY C TOPKOH MeUeHbs ¥ MPUIBUHYI
K CTOJIMKY BTOPOE KPECIIO.

— Bynewm rpetbest, — pagocTHO 0OBSIBUI CTAPUK, HOTHPAs PyKH, ¥ HAJIKI O KpaéB JiBE TIIMHSHbIC YaIIKH,
OJIHY U3 KOTOPBIX IIPOTSHYJN FOCThE.

Kode 611 00xHrarome npekpacHbIM, a MEJIKHE — ¢ MOHETKY — IMOMPHBIE TTeUeHbsI Tasuin Bo pry. Kars
OKOHYATEIIFHO corpeiiach U ycrnokomnack. CTao BAPYT Tak XOPOLIO, TaK YIOTHO H JIETKO, Oy/ITO HMEHHO
CIOZIA, HA 3Ty 3aBBIOKCHHYIO YJIMILY, B 3Ty 3aT€PSAHHYI0 BO BDEMEHU KHIKHYIO JIaBKy OHA U Ipuexasa us3-
Jasieka. A cTapblii OyKMHHCT TaBHO MOUKHUIAN €€ TYT, YTOOBI HAIOUTh CIIaCUTEIBHBIM Kode.

— [Tan IIproru, Bel Bcerga paboTtaere Tak JONO3/JHA WK MHE CETOIHS TTOBE3JI0?

— Buaure nu, Most cTapocTh — BOT IpUUUHA Batero Be3eHHs1, — TPYCTHO YABIOHYIICS OYKUHHCT, pacKpo-
LIMB NaJblieM UIMOMPHYIO KPOIIKY. — 51 oueHb Manio cruiro. Jla 1 BpeMeHH Kajlb, ero M TaK 0CTaloCh HE TaK
y’K MHOTO, — CTapHK ITOKayaJ ToJI0BOH. — A KOT/ia 51 HE CIUTIO, TO BOXKYCh C KHUT'aMHU — YUTal0, PECTaBPUPYIO
WX, €3Ky 32 HUMH 10 BCEMY CBETY... MHE C HUMH BCETa HHTEPECHO, — OH OTXJIEOHYI IIOTOK Kode U To-
cmotpen Ha Katro. — A Bot Be1? Ckaxkute, yTo BbI HCKanu Tak Mo3AHO, B METENb Ha YIHIAX HE3HAKOMOTO
ropona? Bel Beab puesxas, BEpHO?

— Jla, s 3mech B TOCTAX, — Npu3Hanach oHa. — Ho Tamnua MHe 3HaKoM, 51 yKe ObLIa 3[eCh paHblie,
MpaB/ia, OuYeHb JIaBHO. A Telepb, HABEPHOE, POCTO 3aXOTENIOCh BEPHYTHCS B MPOILIOE.

— B mpomunoe..., — oto3Basics 3xom mnaH [Iproru. — A Moe npolioe B¢ BOT 3/1eCh, — OH 00BEN PyKoii 3a-
CTaBJICHHOE KHUTAMH MTPOCTPAHCTBO. — JTy JaBKy ocHOBan Moi npaaen Tomac [proru. OH ObuT yu€HBIM
W MyTEIIECTBEHHUKOM, 3HAJ JIaTbIHb, apaOCKUi, qpeBHerpeueckuil. Hekotopsle coOpaHHbIE UM KHHUTH /10
CHUX TIOp XPaHATCS Ha 3TUX MoJKax. Jles10 MpomosKuII ero ChbIH, 3aTeM BHYK. Tak u nosenock. Kaxaplii mpe-
eMHUK Oepér v MOomoIHSUT PaMUIIbHYIO KOJUTeKIuIo. JIaBka mepeaaBanach U3 MOKOJICHHS B IOKOJICHHUE, TTOKa
ouepenb He JOIIa 10 MEHsL.

BykuHHCT 3aMomyall, yCTpEeMUB HEBUAALIMK B3I B MyCTYIO YalIKy, OyATO MBITAsICh Ha JHE €€ OThI-
CKAaTh MIPOAOKEHHUE YCKOIb3HYBIIEH MBICIIH.

— Ckaxwure, nat [Iproru, a y Bac ectb netn? — octopoxkso cripocuina Kars.

Crapuk CTpsIXHYJ OLIETICHEHHE U c11a0o yIbIOHYIICS.



— Y MeHs ABO€ 3aMeyaTeNbHbIX chiHOBEeH. CTapiuii, ApHONIb — aCTPOHOM, YUEHBIN MUPOBOI BETUYH-
HBI, pabotaeT ceituac B Ll tyTrapre. Mnaammii, Bansaemap — MOpSK, HaBUraTop, NPOKJIAABIBACT IyTH JJIS
TOPTOBBIX CY/OB... — yJIbIOKa OyKHMHUCTA APOTHYJIA M MeIJIEHHO Toracia. — JKajib TONBKO, 4TO JIaBKy Iepe-
Jarb HekoMy. [TokoliHas sxeHa Bceraa XoTena TpeThero CbiHa, Ho bor He nai...

— He newansrech, OBITH MOXKET, KTO-TO M3 BalllUX ChIHOBEH emIé 3aiMETCS (haMHIILHBIM JEJIOM, — MOIIBI-
Tajxack NPUOOOIPUTH CTAPUKA TOCTBSI.

— MHe OBl 04eHBb XOTETI0Ch ITOTO, HO, YBBI... — IEYAJILHO MPOrOBOPUI OYKUHUCT. — CHIHOBBSI HE pa3ies-
10T MOCH CTPAaCTH K KHUTaM, CYMTAIOT 9TO CTapyecKoi mpuayaoi. OHU Ha3bIBAIOT MX OYMasKHBIM XJIaMOM.
[oBOPSIT, 4TO CKOPO MUP MEPEMEHUTCS, U HE OCTAHETCS HUUETO, YTO MOYKHO OyzeT nmctarh. Kauru OyayT
YUTaTh HA XUTPBIX YCTPOICTBAX, HAMOAOOUE 3epKaJl.

— Bl nuMeeTe B BUAy MutaHmieTsl, cMapThOHbI? — nojckasana Kars.

Crapuk MOMOPIIMICA U MaXHYJ PYKOH.

— JlaBKa HE IPUHOCUT PUOBLIH, 5 €7]Ba CBOKY KOHIIBI C KOHLIAMH, — IpoAoikai naH [Iptoru. — CeIHOBbS
HE pa3 MpejJiarajid MHE IpoJaTth e€ M, Ha Xy/lI0Hi KoHel, cnarb. OHH, B CYyITHOCTH, CIaBHBIC peOsTa, He
3a0BIBAIOT PO CTapUKa, MUIIYT, IPUCHUIAIOT IeHbIH... 1 yroBapuBaroT MeHst 0Opa3ymurbes. Ho kak st mory
OpocuTh BCE, UTO cO31aHO MOMMH IipeakaMu? Kak Mory Tak mocTynuth ¢ KHuramu? OHU Bellb KHUBbIE! —
OyKHHHUCT COKPYLIEHHO MOKayaJl TOJIOBOM.

Kare cTtano »anb cTapoMOHOTO CTapHKa, CIIOBHO COMIEIIEr0 CO CTPAHUI] OJHOTO M3 MBUIALIMXCS Ha
nojkax GonuaHToB. To, YTO OH JeNaj, YeM KU, sl MHOTHX ACHCTBUTENBHO MMOKAKETCs MyCTOH CyeTOH,
[TyNOH MOMBITKOM ocTaHOBUTH Bpemsi. Ho, boxke, kak oHa ero monnmMasna!

3a OKHOM BbUIa MeTesb. TEMHOE pelieTyaroe OKHO CIUIONIb 3aJeNHJI0 MOKPBIMU XJonbiMU. CHa He
ObL10, Kak 1 ObUION ycTanocTH, u Kars pemmia npo cedst CUAeTh 31eCh A0 TeX Mop, I0Ka He HaoecT XO-
35IUHY JIaBKHU.

[Tan [proru mouviI B IaMITy Maciio 1 3a0pall co CToja OMyCTEBIINN KOPEHHUK.

— Ioiiny, cBapio emé kode. A Bl MokeTe 1moKa 0CMOTPETHCS, MMOIUCTATh KHUTH — 3/1€Ch MHOTO JTI000-
MBITHOTO, — €T0 MIAPKAOIIHE [IarH 3aTHXJIU CPEIN KHUKHBIX OallleH.

Karga Bcrana ¢ kpecna. Komnara Oonblie He Ka3anach eii MpauHOW. Biavku OT lammbl, OKWBIEHHON
CBEXel mopuuei Macia, Beceso 3arisicail Ha KHIDKHBIX Kopemikax. OHa JBUHYJIACh BIOJb MOJOK, Kaca-
SCh MAJIbLIAMH TYCKJIBIX HaJAMUCEH Ha 00nokKax. TOHKas MBbLIb OCe/laia Ha PyKax pa3HOLBETHOH MyApoi.
Cremnaxu ObUTH OECKOHEUHBIMHU — 3Ta JIaBKa HE TaK yX MaJa, Kak Kazajock cHapyxku! I1o yrmam mepuanu
TaKHe ’K€ MacJIsIHbIE JIaMITbl, 4TO U Y cTojia. CBepHYB 3a yroi, Kars yBujena y3kyto 1epeBSHHYIO JECTHHUILY,
BeayIlyto HaBepX. OHa Obla Tak TeCHa, YTO OOJbLIE TTOXOAWIA Ha MIPUCTABICHHYIO K TIOJIKE CTPEMSHKY.
JKenmmna xpabpo BckapaOKasiach IO CTYIICHSIM M OOHApY)KKjIa HOBBIC PS/IbI CTEJUIAKEH, TTOTOJKU CTaln
BhIIIE, a Mpoxos! yxe. O, 1a TyT ecTh Bropoii sTax! [maza pasberanuce. Ha monkax TeCHUINCH IpeBHUE
(oIMaHThI, yBECHCTBIC TOMA M OOTSHYTBIE KOXKel MaHyCKPHUITHI ¢ apabCKOi BsI3bI0, COOpaHUs COUMHEHUH
BEJIMKUX KIJIACCUKOB M IEpeBsi3aHHbIe 0eUEBKON OyMaskHBbIC KHUIbI OC3BIMSHHBIX PYKOMHUCEH. 31ech ObLTH
KHUTH BETXHE M OTHOCUTEIHHO KpENKHe, HeOObATHBIE W KapMaHHbIE, YKPAIICHHbIEC IPArOleHHBIMU KaM-
HSIMH 1 TIEpeTJIeTEHHBIE B TPOCTOM KapTOH, C Pa3HOSI3BIKUMU HAAMUCSIMH Ha KOPEIIKaX U BOBCE 03 HHUX...
Hacrosmee kHnKHOE KOpOneBcTBO!

Mexay TeMm JecTHHIA ynepiack B cTeHy. KaTs mpoBena pykoil mo miepuiaBoid MOBEpXHOCTH, HO
HHUYEro KpoMe IbUIM U UCTIEBIIEH MayTUHBI HE HaUlynajga. B MArkoMm nonympake IpocTyluia HOBas
JIECTHHIIA, TIOTOM Jpyrasi, TpeThs... [/1e OHU MepeceKanuch, Kak coo0Ianuch MeXay co0oil? — He-
noHsATHO. OT YBHJIGHHOI'O 3aKpyXHJach ronoBa, U Kars ucnyranack, 94To MOXKeT 3a0IyIUThCS 3/1€Ch
TOYHO TakK ke, KaK B YJIHYHBIX JJAOUPUHTAX cTaporo ropoaa. OCTOPOKHO CIHYCTHIIACH IO CKPUITYUYUM
CTyTEeHSIM 00paTHO K CTOIY.

Tam e€ yxxe nomxkunan nad [Iproru. KodeiHnk Beceno nbIXTen napom, Ipa3Huil apoMaToM Kode u Ko-
puubl. CTapuk ObLT OKUBIEH, OT IPEXKHEH IPyCTH HE OCTAIOCh U CleNa.

— 3naete nu B, Kars, — Hauan oH, pa3nuBas kode 10O yamkam, — y KaKJ0H KHUTH ecTh ayma. Eé
OymakHast 000J0YKa TakK K€, KaK M YeJOBEYECKOe TeJ0 MepPeKUBaAET POKICHUE, B3POCICHHE, CTape-
HUE U CMEepTh. PaHO MIIM NTO31HO KHUTA PACCHINAECTCS B IbLIb, IOKUPAETCS THUIBIO, & MHOIA 3aKaH-
YUBAET KU3Hb MPEKJEBPEMEHHO B OTHE, BOJIE€ WJIM O] JIe3BMEeM Hoxka. KHMKHas 1yla MOXeT nepe-
CENUTHCA MO/ PYTYI0 00JIOKKY, @ MOXKET HABEKH 3aTepATHCS B OC3rpaHUYHBIX MPOCTOPaxX KHHKHOMN
BcenenHoii.



— Ho Beap ectb emmié »1eKTpOHHbIE KHUTH — OHU-TO OECCMEPTHBI, pa3Be HeT? — BO3pa3uiia TOCThSI.

BykuHuCT OpsiKHYT KO(QEHHUKOM O CTOJ M METHYI B HE€ MOJIHBIA HETOJOBAaHHSI B3IV,

— BrI, BepHO, TOBOpHTE O TEX BABOJIBCKUX YCTPOMCTBAaX, O KOTOPBIX TOJKYIOT MOM CBIHOBBSI? — BOC-
KIMKHYJ CcTapuK. — Tak BOT, 3HaliTe; OHM HE OECCMEPTHBI, OHU He pokIeHbI BoBce. Mx Het! B Mupe, xyna
JIIOACKHUE TYIIH MPUXOJAT, 00Ja4éHHBIC B TUIOTh, U KHUTH JOJKHBI )KUTh TaK K€, MOJUUHSSICH OOLINM 3a-
KOHaM MHUPO3JaHbs. BCc€ oCcTanbHOE OT JIyKaBoOToO.

Ot HeoxxnaannocT Kars B3apornyna. B3misag naBoyHuka cMArduics.

— Hpasurcst mu Bam xode? — cripocu oH.

— Jla, oueHs! — mposnenerana rocTbs.

— A xaxoif oH?

— Kro?

— Kode!

— Kode?

— Ja, xote! Onummre, kakoii on? — maH [Iproru CKIOHWI TroIoBy HAOOK.

— Hy.., Bo-niepBbIX, OH rops4uii, — yneiOHynach Kartsi, oTTsirnBas BOpoT cBUTEpa. — BO-BTOpBIX, HEBEPO-
SATHO BKYCHBIW, TYCTOH, C TIEHKOH — KaK s JIF00II0!

— Jlanbie! — motpeboBas OyKUHHCT.

— [TaxHeT KopHILeH H.., — KCHIIMHA IITYOOKO BIOXHYJIA U3 YAIIKH, — KapAaMOHOM?

Crapuk yTBEpIUTEIbHO KUBHYII.

— Uro emé? OH uépHblii, 0e3 CITUBOK. B Kpy’KKe BBIISAUT TOYHO KaK paciijiaBICHHBIN cypryy!

CpaBHeHMe MPUIILIOCH 110 AYyIIE JABOUYHUKY, OH Ja)Ke KPSIKHYIM OT YAOBOJIBCTBUS.

— Emé MHe HpaBUTCs, KaK XPYCTUT U TAaeT BO PTY NEYEHbE, PA3MATYEHHOE MAJIEHbBKUM INIOTKOM Ha-
nuTKa. Kak OynbkaeT KoQeHHK, TOATUBAIOIINI B YalIKy HOBYIO MOPIIHIO, KAK TPEHBKAET JIOKKA O OO/
1e, Kak KOJbIIIEeTCs TEMHOE MSATHO Ha JHe. Jlae Kaluli Ha CKaTepTH MHE TOXKE HPAaBATCs, XOTs Bawm,
HaBEPHOE, HE OYCHbD.

[Tan [Iproru HEOPEIKHO MaXHY PYKOM.

— Jla, 1 rmaBHOe: Kode Takoi KPEIKUi, YTO MHE JI0 CUX MOP HE XOUeTCs CHaTh, — 3aBepIInia pacckas
Kars, nocraBuB mycTyto yamky Ha ctoid. — [loatomy ecnu Bbl ycTanu, He cTecHsIMTECh BBIIPOBOIUTH
MeHs BOH!

— Bor BuanTe, Kak MHOTO BCEro MOYKHO pacckazarh o kode! — 3ametun OykuHUCT. — [lpu ycnoBum,
KOHEYHO, YTO 3TO KMBOM Ko(e, — OH cenall yJapeHHe Ha CIOBE KUBOW». — Y MOEro JApyra, anTekaps
Teiauca, ecth 3aMopckast Tadnerka. Ecnu e€ mpuHATh — He ycHelb Tpu Ho4uH Kpsiay. Yem ne kode?! U no-
cyny MbITh He Hago! U He cOexut, ecnu nmpomopraenis! [Ipomensiere Brl ero, — crapuk moTpsic MeIHbIM
Ko(heHHUKOM, — Ha 4yn0-TabIeTKy?

— Her, Hu 3a uto! — ropsiyo Bo3pasuna Kars.

— To-To xe! Tak u ¢ kauroi. XKuBast KHUTa U 3BYUMT, U NTAXHET, U JbIIINT... E€ MOXXKHO moTporars, mo-
HIOXaTh, yCIbIIaTh. PaccMOTpeTh Mo Tynoi Kaxayro OyKBY M MOPILIMHKY Ha Kopemike. E€ cMakyerib, Kak
MPEBOCXOIHBIN KOo(he, 1 HUKOMY B TOJIOBY HE MPUICT 3aMEHUTH €€ CypporaToM, — JaBOYHHK JIACKOBO TO-
[JIaAWJI JIAI0HBIO TOTPENAHHBIN TOM Ha KOJICHSIX.

Kuurn Ha monkax Jpy)KHO 3allesiecTeNd, 3aCKpUIeIN KOpelIKaMHM, 3allypliaiyd CTpaHUIaMH, CO-
rIamasich co cinoBamu OykunHucta. B Hocy y KaTtu 3amumnano To i1 oT BEeKOBOH HBLIH, TO JIM OT pac-
MUPAIOLICH HEKHOCTH K YNPSIMOMY CTapUKy, TO JIM OT KaJIOCTH K cele, 3aruyTaBileil B JaOUpPHHTAX
CTaporo ropoja U cOOCTBEHHOH CynbObI... Eif BIpYT 3aX0Ten0oCch TOBEPUTHCS OYKUHHCTY, KaK B JIETCTBE
JIOBEpsielIb COKPOBEHHBIE TaHBI OOPOAATOMY BOJIICOHUKY M3 CIAIKOTO yTpeHHero cHa. HemeaneHHo
pacckaszarb eMy 000 BcEM: U 00 YCKONB3HYBIICH My3€, M O 3aCTPSBILEM Ha MOJITYTH POMaHe, U 0 MYXKe,
BBICTABUBIIIEM €€ 3a JBEPb...

— XoTtuTe 3HaTh NpaBay? — INa3a roCTbU TOPENN PEIIMMOCTEIO.

— Ja 51 e€ 3Haro0, — OyITHUYHO OTBETHJI CTapHK. — BBl — mucaTenbHMLA, TpHeXaiu B TalIuH 3a BOOXHO-
BeHHeM. UTo K, IMyTemecTBUe, a TeM 0oJiee BO3BpAlICHUE B JIFOOMMBII TOPOJ — JIyUIINH CIIOCO0 OJ0JIETh
TBOpPUYECKUH TyNHK, BcE BepHO. Bam Myx moragasncs o0 3ToMm panblie U oTipaBui Bac B myTs. U BoT Bl
31ECh.

— Otkyna Bawm ato n3Bectno?! — oroponena Kars.

— W3 KHUT, — HEBO3MYTHMO OTBETHJI OYKMHUCT. — B HUX Bcé 3anmucano. Kaxkaas MbIcib, KaX/10€ 4yBCTBO,



KaXJ10€ JIBMKEHUE NyLH... Halo TOIBKO HAUTH HYXHYIO KHUT'Y, — OH IPUCTAJIIBHO TOCMOTPEN Ha FOCThIO
MOBEPX OYKOB.

— W 4arto xe MHE Tenepb aenarb?

— BosBpamarbes gomoii! — yeMexHycst B 0opoay crapuk. — Cunraiite, Bbl Halum 1o, 4TO UCKaJIH.

[Tan [Iproru BeITANIMI U3 KOHTOPKH JIUCT BOIIEHOM OyMaru u ctajl 3aBOpauynBaTh B HETO YaIIKY, IPSIMO
C 3aCTHIBIICH Ha JIHE KO(eitHOH rymeit. [loTom BeITaimmi u3 OpOH30BOM YSPHUIBHUIIBI CTAPOMOIHOE IIEPO,
0TEp ero o KJIIOYOK OyMaru M CyHyJI TyJia )K€ B CBEpPTOK.

— UepHuia KynuTe caMu, NOAOHIYT JIO0bIE.

— 3auem?

— 3ayem? UToOBI MucaTh NEPBEIi a03all, — TEPIEIUBO Pa3bsCHUI CTapblii OyKUHUCT. — Hanummre He-
CKOJIBKO TIPE/IOKCHUN, a JTAJIBIIIE MOXKETE MPOJOIDKATh Kak Bam y100HeH 1 puBbIUHEH.

VYenbimar B IIyOWHE JIABKH TITyXOi OOH HACTEHHBIX YacOB, CTAPUK 3aCyCTUIICS U MOCIEIIHO CKPETHI
MaKeT OKOJAJHBIM Cypry4oM. [TocTaBui GaMuiIbHBINA OTTHCK C pa3BEPHYTOM KHUTON U CYHYIN TOAapOK
Kare B pyku.

— Kode Teneps OyneTe muTh U3 3T0M Yamku. MbITh MOKHO. TOJIBKO HMYETO JIPYyroro Crojia He HaJIuBaii-
Te... A Tenepp, IPOCTUTE, 51 OYCHD YCTaJ, — U TSDKEJIO OMYCTUIICS B KPECTIO.

Tonbko ceituac Kars 3ameTmiia, 4To ThMa 32 OKHOM paccesiiach, He0O HAIMIOCh IPEAYTPCHHUM 3elie-
HOBaThIM cBeTOM. Ha nuite OyknHUCTA 3a1erTi IyOOKHe TeHH — CTaJIO BUIHO, KaK OH CTap, U KakK ycTall.
TocThst COMBYMBO TOIIPOIIANIACH, OTOIBUHY/IA HAMETEHHBIN CHAPYKU CYrpo0 U BBIIIA HA YIIHUILY.

...MeTenb TaBHO CTUXJIA, ONIYIIUTENbHAS THIIMHA HAKpbUIa crsiiuii ropos. O4yens ckopo Kars nobpa-
JIach JI0 ynullel [1HK, JIeTKO OThICKaja JIOM, MTPOCKPUIIEIIA 0 JISCTHHUIIC Ha YepAaK U BCTaBHIIa OOPOIAThIN
KJIFOY B 3aMOYHYIO CKBaxkuHy. [lom cnain. JIumb nenenbHas KolliKa, [POMKO 3€BHYB, LIMBITHYJIA B KyXOH-
Hy10 nBepb. Hy 1 Houb! Takas kopoTkas u Takasi JUIMHHAL... [I0JI03KMB MaKeT ¢ MoJapKkoM Ha MOJTOKOHHUK,
JKEHILMHA pyXHYJa B KpOBaTh U MTHOBEHHO YCHYJIA.

Eii cHuiicst coH, B KOTOPOM OHa OJTyk1aj1a B CyMpadyHOM KHUKHOM JTaOUPHHTE. Y3KHE JICCTHHIIBI, YXO/IHU-
JIM TO BBEPX, TO BHU3, YIUPAJIKCH B TNIyXHUE CTCHBI, OOPHIBAIMCH U B3MBIBAJIM OTBECHO K MOTOJKY. MHOTIA
Kars xomuna, c10BHO Myxa, FOJ0BOM BHU3, HO 3TO €€ HUUYTh HE cMyIano. KepocuHOBBIE TaMIIbl BOJU-
JI1 BOKPYT He€ XopoBoAbl. KHUTM TpemeTanu CTpaHUIIAMU U TOHEHBKO MocKpunbiBanu: « xusas! U s!
W s toxe!». Ily3aTeiii kKoheHHUK KPYKHUIICS U YCKOJIB3all U3 PYK, Jpa3HS COOJIa3HUTEIbHBIM apOMaTOM.
ApomMar mieKoTa HO3J[pu, CTAHOBWIICS BCE sipyue, TI0Ka OKOHUYATEIbHO He pa3oyau e€. M3 kyXHu TOHOCHII-
Cs1 3aI1axX CBEXKECBAPEHHOTO Kode.

YBUJIEB TOCTHIO LIETOW U HEBpeIuMOi, MapTa ApHONIbIOBHA BCILICCHYA PYKAMU U 3allpUUMUTAIIA, ME-
mas pycCKHE U 3CTOHCKHUE CJI0Ba.

— Hy, naxonen-to! Kak te1? I'ne HoueBana? Bcé nu B mopsaake? Buepa Obuia Takas 3momias MeTemlb!
S1 BOTHOBAJIACK.

— W3Bunute mens, Mapra ApHonbaoBHA. 3aiepiKaiach y 3HAKOMOTO. bbIIO yxe MO31IHO, s He cTana
Oyauth Bac 3BoHKOM. Tak ¥ MPOrOBOPHIIH BCIO HOYb.

— 3nakomoro? Xwm! Y Te0s pa3Be ecTh 3HaKOMbIC B TayuimHe KpomMe MeHs?

— Tenepsb ectb. Buepa noznakomuiincs. Houbsro. BosmokHo, Bel ero 3naere, on npumepHo Bamiero Bo3-
pacta. [1an Bunbrensm [Iproru — OyKHHHCT, BIIajIeliel] JIABKH B MACTEPOBOM KBapTaJe.

Crapy1iika 3acTblia ¢ JJKe3BOH B pyKax.

— Tbl HUYETO HE MyTaelllb, JeTKa? — OHa CMOTpEJia Ha TOCThIO ¢ TpeBoroil. — JlaBka Ilproru cymecTBo-
BaJIa KOrja-To, 3To npasaa. Ho 3akppuiack ¢ mojiBeEKa TOMY Hasza.

— He moxeT ObITh, — niporenTana Kars.

— Xena nana [Iproru ymepiia, korja s Obi1a emé cTyeHTKoH. ChIHOBbS JaBHO Pa3heXaUCh KTO KyJa.
Camoro xe Buiibrenbma He cTajo... gali-ka BCIIOMHUTb...

— Iocrotite! Kak >xe Tak?  BCI0O HOUb MPOCHUAEIA B €r0 JaBKe, IPOrOBOPUIIN C HUM A0 yTpa. Tam emé
BbIBECKA Takas crapuHHas: «[Iproru u CbIHOBBS».

— Hy na, npaBuibHO, €CTh Takas BbIBECKA. TOJBKO CaMOM JIABKH JIaBHO YK HET.

— Ho s Buznena Bunbsrensma Tak xe, kak ceifuac Buxy Bac!

Crapyxa 03a1a4eHHO MTOKayaja roJI0OBOM.

— He Bepure? OH nuuHO Bpy4mJ MHE TOAapok, — Kats momuanack HaBepX, YTOOBI MOKa3aTh XO3sHKE
MMaKeT C IMeYaThIO.



CxBarnia BOIIEHBIN CBEPTOK M CTPEMUTEIBHO CKaTUIACh MO JIECTHUIIE BHU3.

— Bot! — ona TkHyna naneueM B aMHUIBHBIN OTTHCK Ha Cypryde.

— I'me 1o1 310 B3su1a? B maraszune cyBenupoB? Ha Gapaxomnke?

— Jla Her ke, nan [Iproru cam MHe ogapuit! — )KEHIIKMHA pa3JIOMUIIa Cypryd U cTajia JUX0PaJodHO pa3-
BOpAYMBATh CKOJIB3KYIO O0EPTKY.

B msToii Oymare niekalia HeMbITasl Yalllka U CTapoe mepo.

Mapra ApHOJIB/IOBHA OCTOPOKHO, IBYMs MajbllaMM B3sjIa YalIKy ¥ MOCTaBUJIA €€ B PAaKOBHUHY, IIOTOM
MPUHSJIACH 3alyMUHBO PACCMaTPHUBATh MEPHEBYIO PYUKY C IMO3EJIEHEBIINM KOHUUKOM.

— Taxkoii py4Koii IeT copok Ha3aj s 3anoiHsIa OJaHKH Ha mouTte... Ceifuac TakKUMU yke He MUIIYT, — U
nocMotpena Ha Kario ¢ rmyOOKHM CO9yBCTBHEM.

Ona eii He Bepuia. [lox B3misimoM MapThl ApHOJIBI0BHBI KEHIMHA U CaMa YCOMHUIIACh B PEAJIbHOCTH
cerofHsauIHed Houn. Ho vamika u mepo, pacKpolIeHHBIH cypryd Ha BOIIEHOW Oymare yTBepIKaajiu 3Ty pe-
QJIBHOCTB, ITyCTh TaKylo HeMbICIUMYto. CXBaTHB KypTKY, KaTs BeiOekana Ha ynuiy [Tuk.

Crapeorit Tannun rotosusics k PoxecTBy. 3anpyskeHHbIE JIIOABMH YIHIBI CBEPKAIM OTHAMU U MaXJH
MaHgapuHaMu. Ha ParymHoi mnomanu ryaen poxaecTBeHCKui 6asap. Kpome oneHeid, 30104€HBIX K-
LIEK, aHTeJIOB M YBHUTHIX JICHTAaMH BEHKOB Ha pa3BajiaX MOIaJajHuCh JIIOOOMBITHBIE BEIIUIBL. bblT TaM U
My3aThli MEAHBIH KO(YEHHHUK ¢ KPBIILICYKOH Ha HOCY, M MaclisiHas JJaMIla, U TIeCOYHbIE Yachl C TBUIBIO B TIO-
TeMHeBIIMX Koj0ax. Crapble KapThl, APEBHUE KHUTH, KPYKEBHbIC Cal(eTKH, INIMHAHBIC YalllKW, BI3aHbIe
mapdsl... Ecim 661 Katst Betperuna 3neck mana [Iproru, To HUCKOIBKO ObI HE YAMBUIIACH — TAK OPTaHUYHO
BITUCBHIBAJICS CTApPbI OYKMHUCT B O4apOBaTeNIbHBIN XJ1aM OJIOIIMHOTO phIHKa. Ho cTapuk, HaBepHOE, OT/bI-
xaJ nocine 6eccoHHoit Houn. OHa He CTaHeT ero OyJUTh — TOJILKO TOCMOTPHUT Ha JABEPb JaBKH U YI0CTOBE-
pUTCS, 4TO BCE B NOPSJIKE.

Bot u mactepoBoii kBapTain. 13 nBepu OynouHO# ciaako MaxHyao BaHWIbIO. [TMBHOI O0UOHOK, CKpY-
YEeHHBII KpEeH/IeNb, ToJIeHHIIEe canora... E1é aBa mara — 1 packpbITasi KOBaHasi KHUTa MTOBHUCIIA TOYHO HaJl
Karunoii ronoBo#i. «IIproru u cbIHOBBS» — Mpouwia oHa BeiryX. OfHAaKo BMECTO TSDKENOH AyO0BOHM JBEpH
nepes Hell Obula ocnenuTeNnbHast BATpUHA. COTHU JIaMII SIPKO OCBEIIaId Pa3HOIBETHBIN IJIACTHK U CBEp-
Karomui Metail. JIBepu OecrrymMHO pa3nBuHYIUCh — Karst ouyTHiIoCh B pexkylel masa tecHore. CMmapt-
(hOHBI, MIAHIIECTHI U MIPOYUE TaPKETH JEMOHCTPUPOBAIH HI€aNbHbIC, HETIOABIACTHBIE BpEMEHH (HOPMEI.
Xupyprudeckas YUCTOTa — HET HU IbUIM, HA MayTUHBI, HHUKAKUX TEMHBIX YIJIOB U TAWHCTBEHHBIX JIa0OH-
punTOB. HHvero u3 Toro, uro Buaena oHa Ho4ubto! CrieoBarebHO, 1 OECKOHEUHBIC KHUKHBIE CTEIUIAXHU, U
TIeTEHOE Kpecio, U Kode ¢ UMOUPHBIM MEUeHbEM, KOTOpPBIM yromain e€ maH [Ipioru — He OoJee yeM 1iof
e€ ¢antazun. [IpucHmiocs? [Ipurpesunocs? MeTenbto Haayno?.. A Kak e TOrJa Yaiika u ctapoe nepo?
Co Bpemenem KaTs BCHIOMHHT, YTO KyNuJia UX Ha ONOIIMHOM pbIHKE. EciyM HE BCIOMHHUT — TO TIOBEPUT.
Ecnu He moBepuT — TO 3a0y/eT. ..

JKenmuna BeIlIa Ha YIUILY, paclaxHyia KypTKy M MOACTaBHIa JIMIO MaJal0UIMM ¢ HeOa CHEKMHKAM.
Crapsriif Tomac Ha mmuie PaTym Ha MrHOBEHHE 3aMep U momaxan el pykoit. «llopa qomoit!» — pemmna
Kats. U cnoBHO BHsIB €€ MBICIISIM, TpeOOBaTEIbHO 3a3BEeHEN TeJae(oH.

— 51 cockyumrcs, — rojgoc Mropst ObuT HEKEH.

— 4 Toxe.

— Hy 4ro, BcTpeTnna my3y?

— Kaskercs, na.

— Torna mpuesxait ckopei.

...C rex mop Katst mb€T xo(he n3 mo0umMoii IMUHSHON KPY>KKH. A TepBBIN a03all MUIIET CTapbIM [IEPOM,
Makasi ero B (puoneroBsle yepHuina. Mropro oHa ckasana, 4ro ¢ manom IIproru e€ mosnakomuia Mapra
ApHOIBIOBHA B Ty CaMylO BHIOKHYIO HOUb, KOTIa KOJIMYECTBO BBHIMABIIETO CHEra MOOHIO BCE PEKOPIBI
Beka. Cama ke m3peka BeTpedaercs ¢ OyKHHUCTOM BO cHe. CTapHK Bcerja MpUXOAUT B TOCTH C My3a-
THIM MEAHBIM KopeiiHMKOM. BMecTe OHHM TYNSIOT O KHUKHBIM JJAOMPUHTAM U HOYHBIM YIIUI[AM CTaporo
Tannuna. Karg Tak xe, kak 1 e€ Ipyr, BEpUT, YTO y KHUT ecTh aAymia. M uto HacTosmas OymMakHas KHUTa,
HECMOTPS Ha TIICHHYIO 000JI0UKY, OeccMepTHa. ..



