TO yTPO 5 MPOCHYJCS /10 cBeTa. [locTaBmi yaitHUK Ha 3JIEKTPOILTUTKY, a CaM

BBIIIIEN HA KPBUTBIIO, ToCcTal Mavuky «OnTumsn 1 3akypud. [lepeno MHOM OBt

CTapbIi sI0JOHEBHIN call. BeTBU AepeBheB Tak IUIOTHO MEPEIICIUCh APYT C
JIPYTOM, 4TO JIaKe JHEM CBET HE ITPOHUKAJ [TOJ] KPOHBL. A HaJl IOPOXKKOM OHHM 00pa3o-
BaJIM TI0I00ME apKu, OT ATOTO JeNAI0OCh YIOTHO M CO3[1aBalloCh OIIYIICHUE HEKOTOPOii
M30JISIIIUH OT OKPY>KAIOIIET0 MUPA, Yer0 MHE TOT/Ia M HEIOCTABaJIO.

ITepen paccBeroM HeOO OBLIO €Ile TEMHO-CHHHUM, KaK KaJbKa, OHO CBETJIEJIO Ha
BOCTOKE U TIOHEMHOTY MPUOOpeTano roryOusHy. BplIo THXO: B TaKOH Yac criaiiv Jaxe
OKpEeCTHBIE COOAKH, OTHAJICHHO, U3 JIEPEBHU TTOOIM30CTH, CIBIIIATIOCH JIUIITh TIETYIITHHOE
TICHHE.

S1 K1 371eCh OMH yXKe BTOPYIO HEJENI0, CIAcasich OT AYIIHOTO, IIOTHOTO JIETHETO
TopoJa 1 JIFoACH, HauaBITUX U3PSIHO NeHCTBOBATH MHE HAa HEPBBI. DTO HAIIA Jlada, Bep-
Hee, (haMuIIbHast COOCTBEHHOCTh MOCH CeMbH. JIOMUK TOCTPOCH YEPT 3HACT KOTJIa KEM-TO
13 MOMX yIAaWIMBBIX MPEAKOB. ECiin ObI 3TOT KTO-TO 3HaJI, KAK XOPOIIIO MHE KYPHIIOCh
Ha KPBUIBIIE B CAMOJOCTATOUHOM yeauHeHuu! Bbio 3aMeTHO, Kak CBET U3 TOMUKA KOCO
3a/1eBaeT MEHs, UyTh HapyIIas OpepacCBETHYIO ThMY.

S kypun cBoro «OnTumMy», a He00 HaI0 MHOW MOTHXOHBKY CBETIIENO, HA TOPU30HTE
yIKe IoKazajaach OarpoBas rmoyoca. Sl IpUuKOHYHII CUTapeTy ¥ BEPHYJICS B JOMUK K CBH-
cTmeMy 4aiiHuKy. [loTom mo3aBTpakalt, B3sul CTapyro YI0YKY, YepBEH, IPUTOTOBIICH-
HBIX elre ¢ Bedepa. OTIIoMusI TopOyIIKy MSTKOTO 0aToHa, KOTOPYIO BMECTE C YEPBIMHU
TIOJIOXKHJT B PIOK3aK, T7IE YK€ JIeXKaJId TIHBO, HOXK, CHUTapeThl, 3allacHas CHACTh U MOK
00e1, COCTOSITIII M3 JBYX BapEHBIX SIUII, OTHON KapTo(heTuHBI U capaeiabku. CBeTao
OBICTPO, U ST ABUHYJICS B IIyTh, O0SICH, YTO MOE UCIIBITAHHOE MECTO Ha PEKE 3aliMET KTO-
HUOY/Ib IPYTOH.

Ceiiuac Ha Tacy exajo MHOXKeCTBO JIIOIIeH: pbIOaKu, mpodeccuoHalIbl U II0OUTEINH,
MPOCTO OT/ABIXAIOIIHE, BEJIOCUTICTUCTBI, B O0IIEM, TeIEPh Ha PEKE CTaJI0 MHOTOJIFOTHO.

Panbmie TyT ObuT0 1Ba X03stMHA: g 1 e Kenka, skuBmmmil B YekyHOBO. Moii cTapbiid
KOMITAHbOH — CTaPHUK C UCTEPTHIM JIMIIOM, B3BUXPEHHBIM YEPHBIM C TIPOCENBI0 9y0OM
U pacTperanHoi 6opomoii. OH BeuHO Myconni BO pry «lIpumy».

Mbr nogenwimn Tacy Ha aBouX M kWM Ayia B ayimry. Hy, moutu. [{eno B Tom, 4TO
MBI 9aCTO BHJIEJINCH Ha PEKE, a TO ¥ BOBCE YCAKUBAIHNCH JIOBUTH P/IOM. EcTecTBEHHO,
YTO MEKIy HAMH UMEJI0O MECTO HEIJIaCHOE COPEBHOBAHKE HA TO, KTO TTOMMAaeT OOJIbIIe
peiOBI. Kemika mo6exxaan Bcerna. BHe 3aBUCHUMOCTH OT MOTOBI, TaBJICHUS, BPEMEHHU
CYyTOK M 4epT 3HaeT 4uero emie. OMHaXKIBI ST BCTPETUI €r0 B JUBEHB, TUIETYIIETOCS C



pexu, Mokporo u ycrapmero. Ha moe: «Hy kak ceromusa?» oH JOBOJIBHO YXMBIIBHYIICS
U PaCKpPBUT [IBETACTHIN MAKETHK, OOHAKUB YETHIPEX BIOJTHE MPUIMYHBIX KApIIOB, IO-
MIEPEMEHHO OTKPBIBAIOIIUX PTHI.

Kemika Hurne He paboTai, OH KW JIUIIL PHIOHON JIOBJIEH, 3TO OBIJIO €ro pemMeciio
C JICTCTBA, HO OH YMYJAPSUICS UJTH IPOTUB BCEX 3aKOHOB MPUPOJIbI, BCETIa CTaOUIBHO
MIPUHOCS JIOMOM Xopomuil yiaoB. Kak s HE TbITancss OObSICHUTH €ro yCIeX ¢ HayYHOH
TOYKH 3PEHMS], Y MEHS HUUETO HE BBIXOAMIO. Sl MHOXKECTBO pa3 MPOCUI €ro PacKpbITh
CBOWM CEKpeT, Ha YTO OH BCET/a MPOTHBHO YXMBUISIJICS YTOJIKOM PTa U TOBOPHIL, YTOOBI
sl HACA)KMBAJI YEPBS [TOKUPHEE.

MeHs pOCTO BBIBOIFIIO 3 ce0s1 TaKoe BEICOKOMEPHE, HO 5 TEpIIET, HaIesCh, YTO KOT/Ia-
HUOY/Ib MHE BCE YKe OTKPOETCS 3aBETHAs TaifHa, KOTa-HUOY/Ib 51 CTaHY €r0 MPEeMHUKOM.
U Bot noxanyiicra: Kemika ymep Mecsiil Ha3aa B CBOEM CTapoM OOTyIHBIIEMCS JOMUKE
U TaK M HE YCIeJl MHE HUYETO MepeiaTh, BCE YHEC ¢ cO00I B MOTHITY, CTapblil uepT. Tak
s OISITH OcTascs ¢ HocoM. Ho errie Gomble s ’aje 0 ero CMepTH, TIOTOMY UTO He yCrel
M3BUHUTLCS IIEPe]] HUM 32 CBOIO 3aBUCTh, HaJ1 KOTOPOM OH 4acTo 0€337100H0 OATPYHHBAJT.

S BbIIEN 32 BOpOTA, MMHOBAJ JAYHBIA MOCEIOK W HAIPAaBUICS K JOPOTre, BAOJIb
KOTOPOW B YTPEHHEH THIIIMHE TI0 00eUM CTOPOHAM CMHUPHO CTOSLTH JIUIIBL, IEPEMEKASICh
OOSPBIITHUKOM M KycTamu OapOapuca. Sl mpoien 9acTb JOpOTH ¥ CBEPHYII B ITOJIA, /1B
M3 KOTOPBIX MHE MPENICTOSAIO0 MPONTH HANCKOCh, a 32 HUIMH BHIHEJIaCh yOOBas pola.
Ot Hee 10 pekn ObITO pyKOH moaTh. CBEPHYB B POIILY, 5 TOIIEI THIIIE, HE 3HAIO TOYEMY.

CeromHs 51 pemnia OCTAHOBUTHCSI HA MUTHKIHOM MIPUTOPKE, TaK KaK MOAyMaJ, 4TO
TYZa-TO Y’ He J0OepyTCs JIOAH. DTO OBLJIO HEIUIOXOE MECTO, C COOPYKEHHBIM B He-
3anaMsATHbIE BpEMEHa MOCTKOM, OKPY:KEHHOE 110 OOKaM KaMbILIaMu, a ¢ Oepera mpe/i-
BapsIBILIEECS HEMTPOXOAUMOH Yallel U JOBOJIBHO KPYTHIM CITyCKOM.

JlHo B 3TOM MecTe ObIIO MIIMCTOE, BOJA MOJTHA PSICKH, a COOKY, Y CaMoro BXoja Ha
MOCTOK, U3 3€MJIH POCIIO OTPOMHOE AepeBO. OHO PACKUHYIIO CBOU BETBU, U MOAITOMY
Jlake B ’Kapy 37eCh OBUIO KyJia JieTde CIpsATaThCs, 9eM rie Obl To HU Obuto. [Ipoxoms
JTyOOBYTO POIILY, 5 TOYEMY-TO BCTIOMHIUI JIeT€HTy 0 MUTBKHHOM IIPUTOPKE, TOUHEE TTPO-
CTO MECTHYIO 0aliky, KOTOPYIO MHE Kak-To TToBenan Kerka.

JaBHbIM-1aBHO Ha Tace cTossa ofHa JEPEBHS, YXBAThbl, U )KUJI B TOU JA€peBHE HC-
KyCHBIN MacTep Ha Bce pyku, Mutbka. M momoOui oH cBoto cocenky, JIroby, uro xuna
yepes mieteHb. Korma Muthbka ripuiiien cBatarbes, orel] JIFoObl, He xenaBiinii Opaka,
MOCTABMII yCIIOBHE: IOJDKEH MUTBKa MMOJIMUPa 00OMTH ¥ IPUHECTH B I0KA3aTEILCTBO EMY
0 KaKOW-HUOY/Ib BELIUIIC U3 KAXKIOH CTPaHbI, TJIe MOOBIBACT, TOI/Ia OTJACT OH 3a HEro
cBoro JIo0y. Jlenars Heuero, Ha cieyroliee yTpo BcTan MUThKa 3aCBETIIO, 3aBEPHYIT B
y3eJI0K Kparoxy xJieda J1a orypell, B3suI CBOIO OallanaiiKy, IoBsS3ajl JIANTH U OTIIPABHUIICS B
yTh. M1 MHOTO nipouiest MuThbka ¢ Tex nop, MHoro Bugen. lllen on uepe3 Asuto, oBUIa
TOPBI, MOPST U OTPpOMHBIC pekn, ObuT B Haun, B Uepycanmnme, y apaboB, B Appuke, B
I'perum, MiTanuu, ncxomui eme MHOKECTBO 3eMenb. [loBuman on [ pobd ['ocrioneHs, 6611
Ha Cunae u Ha Onumne, Buaen ['anr u Hun, u pazsanunsl BaBuiona, n BelnuKoIeTHbIE
JIBOPIIBI, BCTPEYaj MHOTO JIIOZIEH, pa3HbIX JIIOAEH, BUI€T MHOTO TOPSl 1 MHOTO CHACThS.

Korna nakoner BepHyincs MuThKka B YXBaThl, TO YBUEJ, YTO HUYETO-TO B POAHBIX
Kpasx He octanock. U JItoba, u ee oTel, 1 ero poxHbIe, U BCE, KOTO OH 3HAJ, YK€ YMEpIIH,
Taca cy3uiach, oOMenena, a Ha MECTe €ro POIHOHN IePEeBHHU OBIJIO YUCTOE MMPOCTOPHOE
nione. Y monstm MUTEKa, 9TO M caM OH CTaJl BETXHM CTaPHKOM, OPOCHIT Ha IOPOTe MEIIIOK
¢ nonapkamu JIroOnHOMY OTILY, TTo1Ie Ha KpyToi O6eper Tackl U moBecuIics Ha CTapoM
oompimoM nepeBe. C Tex Mop MECTO 3TO M 30BeTCS MHUTHKUHBIM PHTOpKOM. Kaskmbrit
pas3, Kor/ia s BCIOMHUHAJI 3Ty HCTOPHIO, MEHs OpaJio 370 Ha JItoOmHOTrOo 0THA, 32 TO, YTO
nocnain MUTBKY B Takylo J1alib.

Bot HakoHeI 1 MHHOBAJ Yallly, aKKypaTHO CITyCTHJICS C IIPUTOPKa U B30ILIET Ha MO-
CTOK. YTPO OBIJIO TUXOE, COJIHIIE eIlle He HaOpajlo CHIIBL, U 51 C YIOBOJIBCTBUEM BIBIXAJ



3€JICHYIO JINCTBEHHYIO TPOXJIay OOJBIIOro Aepena. [ e-To Braneke Clblaioch COHHOE
MbIYaHHE€ KOPOBbI, HA BOJIC, B MCCTaX YMUCTHIX OT PACKU, OBLIO BUIHO, KaK COBCEM psAI0OM
y MOBEPXHOCTH UTPAIOT MAIbKH, KO€-T/I€, CIIOBHO Ha KOHbKaX, KaTarOTCSI BOJOMEpHI,
Jrynika, OTMOKaromias B BOJAC, CKOCHUJIa Ha MCHS 6e3p33JII/ILIHI)II71 B3IJIAA.

51 paznoxun yaouky, 10CTaj yepBel, OCTOPOKHO HACaAWII OJJHOTO, 3aKUHYJ CHACTh U
cTan xkaarh. Korna Mol HOBBIH sSIpKHI KUTaHCKHI MOTUIABOK CHAYaJIa MOTPy3UIICS B BOLLY, &
TIOTOM BCTaJI TIEPIICHTUKYISIPHO TIOBEPXHOCTH, 5 HCTIBITAN PAJI0CTh, MHE BAPYT TI0Ka3aJ10Ch,
YTO YK C TAKUM-TO TIOTIJIABKOM I CETO/THS TIOMMar0 MHOTO-MHOTO PEIOBI, a O/fHa OyJIeT TaKast
OoIbInast, 9TO MOSI CTapasi yI04Ka TPECHET TOJT €€ THKECTHIO M MHE TIPHUIETCSI O0POTHCS C
Hel TOJIBIMH pyKaMH. $1 yKe TTOJICYNTHIBAJI, CKOIBKO MOYKET BECHTh TaKasi ppl0a, KaK BAPYT
JSTYIIKA B KAMbIIIaX PE3KO TUIECHYIA 10 BOJIE 1 OTBIIEKIIa MEHS OT MOUX CIIAJIKUX TyM.

[ToTom st mOrpy3uIICs B TO COCTOSIHUE ONa)KEHHOW HETH, KOT/a YeJIOBEK HE MOXKET
JTyMarh BOOOIIE HU O YeM, Jla ¥ He X04eT. Sl mpocTo cuien Ha MOCTKE, CBECHB HOTH B
BOJY, U TYIIO TIISAJEN TO Ha APYroi Oeper pekH, TO Ha Pa3HOLBETHBIN MOIIABOK, BUA
KOTOPOTO yApyd4all CBOeH 0e3MsATe:KHOCThIO. Kazanoch, BOT-BOT POU30MIET Uyno, OH
MIOJTHOCTBIO PE3KO YHJIET ITOJT BO/Y, Ha KPIOYKE OKXKETCS Ta caMasi OTPOMHAs CKa30uHas
pBI0a, KOTOPYIO 51 CMOTY TIOOEIUTh B YECTHOW M3HYPHTEIBHON OOpHOE, IMOUTH Kak B
«Crapuxke 1 mope». Ho uyna He mpoucxoauio.

Ecmu 65ITE 60JT€€ TOUHBIM, Yaca YeThIPE HE MPOUCXOFIIO BOOOIIIe HUIETO. S mbITancs
HaCaXMBaThb PA3HBIC HAXKUBKU, MCHATH F.]'Iy6I/IHy, MMoAKapMJIMBaTh, KUJaTh B BOAY 3€EMIIIO,
Jlake 3aMEHIT TIOTIIIaBOK, HO Bce OBII0 Oecronie3Ho. S He Ha IIyTKY pa3o3iuiIcs n3-3a
BCEr0 3TOT0, XOTeJ Jake CIIOMaTh YJI0UKY, HO BOBpEMS OLyMaJICs.

BI/IILHO, KAaKHEC-TO BLICIIUEC CUJIbI IJICJIN 3arOBOP NPOTHUB MCHS. B nrTore mue Huuero
HE 0CTaBaJoCh, KaK TOJBKO CMHUPUTHLCS CO CBOEH ydacThlo. S 3akpenus ynouky npu
MIOMOLIH CBOETO PIOK3aKa, 10CTal MUBO U MPHHSJICA YUCTUTH BAPEHYIO KapTOQEINHY.
CouHile yke *apuito BoBCIo. [IpaByia, eCTh MHE HE XOTeNI0Ch, HO s 3HAJI, YTO €CJIH ceidac
OCTaHyCh TOJIOAHBIM, TO TIOTOM HaYHET 00JIeTh rosioBa. Koe-kak 3arioTuB KapTodennny,
s 3aITJT €€ TIMBOM M OT YZOBOJIbCTBUS IIOKHYI TyOamMu.

3a mpenenamMu OOIBIIOTO JepeBa TUIBLT KAPKUH HIONBCKUN JTeHb. MallbKu BCe
TAKXXC Urpajid y MOBEPXHOCTHU, HEBAAJICKES OT MCHA IIPOILJIbLIA IWKas yTKa CO CBOUM
BbIBOAKOM. OHa MEJJIEeHHO, C TOCTOMHCTBOM ILIECTBOBAJIA TI0 MYTHO-3€JIEHON IJ1aJii, B
TO BpeMs Kak KOPTEexX ejie mocnena 3a Hel. Korja Best mporeccus CKpbliiach U3 BUAA,
S CKUHYJI ¢ ce0s BEpPXHIOIO O/IeXKTy, OCTaBIIMCH B OIHUX IIaBKaX, U YJErcsl Ha MOCTKE,
OIEPIINCH Ha JIOKOTb.

He nomH10, CKOJTBKO Tak IpoJiexkall, HO B OIUH MOMEHT Ha MEHs OTKY/Ja-TO MOBESI0
XOJIOJIOM, U sI IOYYBCTBOBAN Ha ceOe 4el-TO MPUCTANBHBIN B3NS, S pe3Ko BCKOUWI U
YBUIEJ ITTMHHOTO CyX0Maporo CTaprKa, OH CHJIe] Ha MOCTKE Ha PACCTOSTHUH BBITSHY TOH
PYKH OT MEHS ¥ TPYCTHO CMOTpEI B MyTHYIO BOZY, Kak OyATO O YeM-TO 33 TyMaBIIHCh.
Ot HCOXUAAHHOCTU S TO JIM BCKPUKHYJI, TO JIN OﬁKHy.H.

— BbI "ero TyT? — TONBKO M CMOT S CKa3arh.

OH HEeCKOJIBKO CEeKYHJ| CHJEN MOJ4a, MTOTOM IOBEPHYJICS KO MHE U, pacTAruBas
CJIOBa, CKa3all:

— Canuce, napeHb, B Horax IpaBibl HET.

51 MeUIEHHO OIMyCTHJIICS Uy Th 00/1ajlb, CBECHJI HOTH B BOJTy HA MaHEP MOETO TOCTS
W CTaJ paccMarpuBarh ero. HecoMHeHHO, OH OBLT yKe CTapyK, Ha BUJI JIET CEMUIECCSITH,
a0COIIFOTHO JIBICHIH, C BBITSHYTHIM XYJBIM JIUIIOM, CKBO3b IIEKH IpOOMBajach cemaas
LIETUHA, [10 BUCKY CUHEH 3MEHKOM 110J13J1a BEHA.

Ha nem Onu1a orpomMHas comarckasl UHETs BpeMeH [lepBoit MUPOBOI BOWHEI, S
HCAAaBHO BH/CJI TAKHUEC HA (I)HrypKaX coJigaT B My3€€, IO IIMHEJIBIO KiI€TUaTas usmMsras
pyOarnika u coinarckue OpPrOKH OOJIOTHOTO IIBETa, 3aKaTaHHBIC MO KOJEHO. Tak MbI U
CHJIEJIM HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl, MOJT4a MOJIoMIa 6OChIe HOTH B MyTHOM BOJIE.



— UYero, cyxoii, ppIOamumib? — BAPYT HEONKUTAHHO CITPOCHII OH.

W Tak 310 cKa3all, HaMOJIOBUHY HACMEIIIINBO, HATIOJIOBUHY C YYaCTHEM, UTO 5 JaXKe
HE 3HaJI, KaK OTBETUTh.

— Iloka, BuMIIb, HE OYEHD MOTYYaeTCs, — TOXKE KaK-TO HEONPEIEIEHHO CKa3al 5
(pemwit cpasy MepexoAuTh Ha «ThD», MOJ, C TAKUMHU HEYETO [IEPEMOHHUTHCS).

— Ceituac pbi0a 371eCh HE Ta, 4TO paHbllle, TOTIIA, TOMHEO, U JIFOTU 3TOU PEKOH JKUJIH,
KOPMHITUCH C Hee, a cedac 4To, MPUEAyYT, IIyMSAT TOJIBKO, )KUBHOCTh ITyTAlOT, J1a 1 MHE
HUKAKOTO TIOKOO.

— A TBI 4€rOo, TyT KUBEIIb? — HEe yAepKaJcs 5.

B oTBeT cTapuk omepr pOBHBIHN PsiJI )KEATHIX KPYIHBIX 3y0O0B M 3aX0XO0TaJl, KAaK-TO
CTPaHHO, OJJHIM TOPJIOM, 3TH 3BYKH OBIIH ITOXOKH HA YaCTOE UKaHHE.

— Jla 51 TyT BCIO JKU3HB KUBY, — IIPOCMESIBIIIHNCH, 3asSBHII OH, — ST U POIIIICS 371€Ch,
Y TIOMpY TOKE 3/1€Ch, 5 BpOJie KaK Opar peKkH, U peka — CecTpa Mosl.

CHayana s ogymMas, 4To 3TO IPOCTO OOMIK, HO TETIepb MOHUT, — OH €IIe U cyMac-
L€ TITHH.

— Jla Hy?! — s pems HEeMHOTO NoAbITpaTth eMy. — He Hajgoeno BClo KU3HB Ha
OJTHOM MecTe-TO?

Crapuk ycMexHyJcs:

— MHoro BbI, cyxue, ToHUMaeTe. S Ha BCIO )KHU3Hb C PEKOM CBsA3aH, IOKA OHA TEYET,
U s )KUBY, OHa MIEPECOXHET — M s yMpy. Tak U BaMm, JIFOISIM, HY)KHO K 4eMY-TO OBITh
MIPUCTABICHHBIMHU, 3TO-TO MUTBKY U CTYOWIJIO, TOPSYHil OBLI, HE TIOyMall, IOIIe] Ha
notpedy cTapoMy JIMCY B IaIbHUE TaIH. A BeJlb 51 9TOTO TecTsl, oTia JIFoOKMHOTO0, ToTaa
Yyepe3 HECKOJIBKO BallIMX JIET K ce0e Ha THO YTSAHY1. Heroxe B Ballu Jr0ACKHE Jiesia MHE
MEIIAThCS, J1a YK HE YIepiKaCsl.

Bot THI cnipamuBaeisb, «He HAJI0CNO JIM», 3TO CyAb0a MOS Takas, MEHS Be/b HE
CIIpamInBay, 1a 5 U He xanyiock. C BaMu 0c000 Hekorja ObUIO CKy4aTh-To. JIeBok
paHbIlle JIOOWI, CTPacTh, — TYT Ha JIMIE CTapUKa IMOSBUIIACH 33 lyMUYNBas YIbIOKa,
OyITO OH IMTPOHU3BIBAII CBOUM 3aCTHIBIIIAM B3IJISIOM BPEMsl, — OHH, OBIBAIIO, KyITaThCs
MIPUAYT Typb00H 1 mIemnyTes y Oepera, a s, 3Hail cebe, crepery. Kak omHa xakas-HHU-
Oyap manede 3aruibIBET, S MTOAKPAIYCh, 32 BOJIOCH J1a Ha THO, ce0e B KeHBI. CKOJIBKO
MX y MeHs ObIJIO, — OH MOTPYCTHEJ, CBECHUJI TOJIOBY, — BOT ObljIa 0/iHa, Baprormika, Tax
ObLI1a X0OpoIIa, 1a ToMepIa CKopo, He BhIJepKalia y MeHs OJ{Ha, Oe3 MOAPYT Aa POAHBIX.
TonbKO BOT 4TO OT HEE U OCTAJIOCH.

OH BBITAIMIJI U3 KapMaHa NIMHEJM YTO-TO 3alUIeCHeBeNI0e, CKolib3koe. Korma s pas-
TJISIET], 9TO OKAa3aJICs CTapblil OJIOBSHHBIN KPECTUK HA JIOXMATOW BepeBKe. S B3MISHYI
Ha CTapHKa: 10 ero HOCy MEJUICHHO KaTHIach ciie3a. Sl 3Haj, 4To mepeno MHOM cymac-
IIeIIANA, OTHAKO OT €r0 CJIOB MHE CTaJ0 He 10 ce0e, 0COOCHHO MOYEMY-TO OT ITOTO
craporo kpectuka. OH 3aMeTHII TIEpeMEHy B MOEM JIHIIE:

— Jla T61 HE OOMCh, CyXOH, THI-TO MHE 0€3 HaIOOHOCTH, a C HUX, C CEITbCKHUX, S IJIaTy
Opad, 3a TO, YTO KOPMHJII UX, MBI C PEKO KOPMWIIH, YTOO BCET/Ia y HUX phida Obuta Ja
NITUIA pEeYHAsl, — OH OYyATO BCIIOMHIUI YTO-TO, — BapIomKy-To MOIO 4eM TOJIBKO HU
TIBITAJICS YAEpKaTh, 30J10Ta CYJIWJI, HUYEro He TOMOIJIO, BCE OJTHO — TIoMepJIa.

— Jla oTKyna x y Te0st 30J10T0? — YABIOHYJICS 5.

— Buky, He BepuIllb MHE, a BCE paBHO, TO JAaBHO €Ilie ObLII0, — CTapUK MoYecal
3aThUIOK H 33JTyMaJCsl.

ITotom BapyT CHOBa Ha4Yall TOBOPHUTH, OYATO U HE MPEPHIBAJICS.

— Jlet cTo, mounTail, TOMy Ha3aJx CTOSJ Ha peKe LBITaHCKUI Tabop, MHOTO UX
OBII0, YepHBIE BCE, JINXHE, KPETKUE, W )KSHIIUHBI y HUX OBUIN MO CTaTh MM: TOXKE
YyepHbIe, IOOKU Pa3HOIBETHHIE, Ja I1a3a TOIBKO OeJeroT, Bce MmeTh Jto0uau. beiio y
ux 6apoHa MHOTO-MHOTO 3TOTO 30JI0Ta, IParolieHHOCTeH pa3HbIX, YKpalleHui, MHO-
TO BCEro HarpaOWIM OHH, a Y OJTHOTO MECTHOTO MOMEIIMKA eJIbIi Ta0yH OTMEHHBIX



Jomajei yBenu, a TOIBKO y)Ke IMMyCTHII OH 32 HUMH B TIOTOHIO IIeJbIil oTpsij. bapon
MOHUMAJI, YTO C TaKoi 10OBIYEH UM JasieKo He YWTH, U TEMHOM HOUYBIO COOpaH IIbI-
raHe Bce CBOM JParolileHHOCTH B OOJIBILION IEPEBSIHHBIN CYHAYK, COPOCHIIH €T0 B PEKY
u cHsuin Tabop. Ho mepen Tem Obl1 y HAac ¢ 6apoHOM yroBop, YTO MPOMJIET MSITh JIET,
W BEpHYTCS LbITaHe, U 1 OTAaM UM HX 30JI0TO, a 33 3TO 0apOH OTAAcCT MHE B KEHBI
JyYIIyIO IEBYLIKY B Tabope.

— W uT0, BepHyIMCH LbIraHe? — HE yAepKaJcs s.

$1 X0opo1110 TOMHIIL, C KEM UMEIO JIeJI0, HO YK 00JIbHO KpacuBasi Oblja UCTOPHSL, U 5
HEBOJIbHO 3aciyuancs. CTapuk JMIIb CMOTPEN Ha BOLY U MOJIYAIL.

— Bor, cmotpu, onsiTh, HE00Ch, HE BEPUILb, — OH I10J1€3 B KAPMaH LLIMHEIN 1 10CTall
OTTy/Ia CTapyI0 MOHETY, Ha KOTOPOIl ObLT N300pakeH ABYIIIaBbIM OpEd, IO HUM OBLIO
oruekaneHo «10 pybneit 1899 r.», Ha apyroi cropoHe KpacoBaics npoduis Hukomnast
Broporo.

TyT yx s omemnmi, OepekHO B3SUT MOHETY B PYKH, IONpoOoBail Ha 3y0, B3BECHI B
JaJloHu, OHa OblIa TshKenast. « Moxer, mpasna, 30101o? [la, TOUuHO, 3010TO, HO 3TO ele
HHUYETO HE 3HAYUT, — IOILyMaJl 5, — OH MOT JOCTaTh €€ IJI€ YTOIHO.

— JlagHo, nen, naBaii, KOJUCh, OTKY/la MOHETa? — CKa3aJl 5, BO3Bpallas ee Hazas.
Crapuk JIUMIIb yXMBUIBHYJICS.

— bena ¢ Bamu, cyxumu, HU BO 4TO, KpOMe ceOsl, He BEPHUTE, YK U IIOTOBOPUTH-TO
C KeM, M TO He ocTasioch. Kemka BOT OB, M TOT ITOXapUHIICS.

310 y)Ke ObIJI0 MHTEPECHO, OH 3HaT KellKy, U, BUAMMO, OHU OBbUIH JIPY3bSIMH, S TI0-
JyMall, 4T0, MOXET OBITh, CTApUK 3HAeT KelIKuH cekpert, MIaHc MU3epHbIH, HO OH BCE
e OB

— A THI €ro JaBHO 3HaJ? — CIIPOCHII $I, JOCTaBasl U3 PIOK3aKa MUBO.

CrapuK BCKUHYJICS:

— Kemky-To? Xo! /la oH elre Manmbkom Oerait Ha peKy pblOauTh, CMEILTUBBIN OBLI.
Kaxk mocrapiie crai, Mbl ¢ HUM TyT JHSIMH U HOYaMu, ObIBajIo, Oecenosaiu. Bero Ku3Hb
TYT IPOXKUI, PE3KO OH CAAJ B IIOCIIETHEE BPEMS, BCE HA I'PY/Ib JKAJIOBAJICS.

Tonbko st coOparcst mogoOparbest Ha Iar OJMKe K 3aBETHOMY BOIIPOCY, KakK CTapHK
npepBa MEHsI.

— He roBopwu, 3Hat0, 0 YeM CIIPOCUTH XOYelllb, — OH XUTPO MPHUIILYPHIICS, COBCEM,
kak Kerika xorma-to, — He 3HalO s, Kak OH 9TO Jienall, ObUIO B HEM YTO-TO, Ja OH HE
JOKJIa/IbIBaJ, a S U HE CIIPAINBall, HE 3HAIO.

S mocTaBMII MUBO PAJOM CO CTAPUKOM:

— Bynems?

ToT TONBKO MOMOPIIUIICS:

— Jla HeT, s 3Ty raflocTh TEPIETh HE MOTY, KaK 3TO BbI CLIIE €€ MbETEe, YIUBIISAIOCh.

Torma st OTKPBUT Oy THUTKY M OTXJICOHYI caM, TTUBO yike ObLI10 Teroe. [locie Mel etre
HEKOTOPOE BPEeMsI ITPOCHICII MOITYa, Ka3aJI0Ch, IIOTEPSIB JIPYT K IPYTY BCSKUH HHTEpEC.
B onvH 13 MOMEHTOB roCTh MOM BJIPYT 3allesl KaKyl0-TO CTapyl0 IPYCTHYIO NIECHIO: OH
MeJl THXOHBKO, M TaK CKIIAJHO y HEero 3TO MONYydYaloch, YTO y MEHS &K MYPAIIKH I10
cnuHe npodeskanu. CloB MEeCHU He MOMHIO, OHa ObL1a BCSl Kak Oy[TO Ha CTapOCiIaBsH-
CKOM $I3bIKE, /12 ¥ 0 YeM TaM T1eJI0Ch, TOXKE YiKe 3a0bL, a skanb. CTapuK 3aKOHYHII [IETh
Y HEOXXHJIAHHO YAAPHJIICS B BOCTIOMUHAHMS:

— Panbliie, moMHI0, peka Obl1a cuilbHasI, IUpoKast Obuta. TyT Beb Baly crapiivne
JleC IO HeH CIUIaBISUIM, Ha JepeBsukax 3tux xonunu. Kak ux? Jlagesamu 3Banuck. 1
HHUYETro, peKa BCce cTepliesia, KOPMUIIA Bac, CyXuX, PaHblIe BJOJIb HEE CKOJIBKO JIEPEBEHb
0bL10, — OH TOBOPHJI KAK-TO € YKOPOM, OYATO 3TO 51 3aCOPUII U OCYIIHII PEKy, — a ceifuac
HH peKa HUKOMY He Hy)KHa CTaJla, HU s, CTapbli, 4y10, CKOPO YK HaM U TIEPECOXHYTh C HEH.

— A oTKyzna 3T0 y TeOs MMHeNb Takag? — IMOCHEINT sI CMEHUTh TeMy. — YK
00JIbHO papUTETHAS.



— Kakas, kakas? — nepecnpocui oH. — DT0 MHE COJITaTHK oAuH nojxapui. len ¢
BOIHBI, TOCTHHLIBI CEMbE HEC, a ObUTH Ha PeKe B Ty MOpy Juxue Jroau. [logkapayiuiu
€ro J1a 3ape3alii, MEIIOK C BELIMYKaMHU B34JIH, & CAMOIO B PEKY. A OAE¥KKa-TO IOUTH
HOBasl, 4yTh MOJIATaTh — U MOPSIOK.

OH yrnercst Ha MOCTKE, ITOJIIEPEB MOIIHOE JUTMHHOE TEJIO JIOKTSIMU, ¥ TOT/1A 5T yBUET
Ha NIMHEIIH, TIOYTH IO MBIIIKOW, IBE HEYMEJIO 3aIITONaHHbIX ABIPKH, IIOX0XKHE HA pa3-
pe3bl 0T HOxka. MHe oI Th CTajIo He 110 cede, 51 3aCThUI Ha CBOEM MECTE U JIUILb IIbITAJICS
YCIIOKOUTb ce0sl TeM, YTO Ha CTapuKa BHOBB yIlaJla [1€J€Ha Mapa3Ma.

S Xopo1o noHumalt, 4To cTapblii HaTEJIbHbIM KPECTHK, MOHETA U JIBE JbIPbI HA ILIU-
HeJIM HUYEro He J0Ka3bIBaloT, YTO TO, O YEM OH FOBOPHUT, HEBO3MO)KHO, HO BCE PaBHO
KaKHe-TO HETIOHATHbIE COMHEHH HE J1aBajl MHE TOKOS.

— JlagHo, cyXoii, 3acuaencs s TyT ¢ TOOOH, — MpepBal MOITYaHUE CTapHK, — 3HAIO,
xoyelb, kak Kemika. Tak u ObITb, OTKpOIO TEOE €r0 CEKPET, HUYETro TYT HET 0COOCHHOTO.

Teneps 4 cirymian, OTKPHIB POT.

— 51 Benb eMy BCIO €r0 JKHM3HB IIOMOTaJl, XOPOILUil OH ObLII, MaJIO CPEAN BAC TAKUX,
U pbi0a y HETro He IepeBoAnIack. TONBKO CEKPET IIABHBIN €ro BOT B YeM: HUKOIAA OH
He Opaut 6ombie, yeM HyXHO. U ThI 6onbIie HUKOTHA He Oepu, s u Tebe moMory. 3Haid,
II0Ka peKa TeYeT, BCEIa CMOXKEIb OpaTh 0TCIOfA PhIOY, — U OH 3aMOJIK.

Crapuk COKpYIIMI MOM OKUJJaHHS, BMECTO CEKpeTa 51 yCIIblai OeccBsi3HbIe OpeTHu
CyMacUIe/IIero, YK Jydiie Obl OH 00pyran MeHsl pacrocieJHHUMHU CIOBaMHU, YeM ITO.
Bo mHe Bce kumesno ot BO3MYIIEHHUS.

— Coaywaii, nen, mesn Obl Tl OTCIO/IA, — BBIMAIWI 5 C JOCATBI.

TyT y’ HE TOMHIO, YTO IPOU3OIIII0, HO YTO-TO 3aCTABHIIO MEHSI TOTA TIOBEPHYThCS
Y B3IISTHYTh Ha MOIUTIaBOK. C HUM CIIy4HIIOCh HEBEPOSITHOE: OH TPETBIXAJICS U3 CTOPOHBI
B CTOPOHY. Sl CYIOPOXKHO CKall B pyKax yIO4YKYy M HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl HaOmroaa 3ToT 3a-
XBaTbIBAaIOIINI TaHel. Korna noriaBok 4yTh MOTPY3HIICS B BOLY, S MOACEK M BBITALIMII
BITOJTHE TIPMJTMYHOTO JIMHA, TI0 MOUM pacdeTaM, TaKoi TAHYJ TpaMM Ha JBECTH. S BBI-
IIyCTUJI €70 B OUJI0H C BOJIOM U TOJIBKO TYT BCIIOMHMII O cTapuke. Korna st o6epHyics, ero
yxe He ObL10. Jla MHe ObL10 1 He 10 Hero. Ka3zanocsk, pbiba co Beell peku caMa IUIbIBET
KO MHE Ha KpIOYOK, MMOKJIEBKH IIIJIM O/IHA 32 OAHOM, U 51 €/[Ba yCIIeBal BHITACKUBATb.

B TOT neHb s HaTOBUI MHOTO, OXKATYH, TAK MHOTO 5 HE JIOBMJI ellle Hukoraa. Bos-
Bpallasch 4epe3 Mojist ¢ OUJIOHYMKOM, HAOUTBIM PHIOOH, I HACBUCTBIBAI Ty CTapylo
MEUICHHYIO [IECEHKY, KOTOPYIO I1eJI MOH HEOXKHMAHHBIM FOCTh U KOTOPYIO 5 [IOTOM 3a0bLI.

Hebo Braneke yxe 111510, ABILIAIOCH JIETKO, NTHLBI JIETEIN B CTOPOHY IrOpoza 1o
CBOMM KBapTUPaM, U CHJIBHO ypuaso B )kUBOTe. [10TOM s mogymalr, 9To 3pst Hamociae 0K
HaArpyOMJI CTapHKY, TOTOMY BO3HAMEPHIICS 3aBTpa K€ HAWTH €ro Ha PeKe U N3BUHUTHCS.

MHoro emie aHel s Xoauia Ha Tacy JOBUTH pbIOY M, KaK U TOBOPUJI CTapuK, HEU3-
MEHHO BO3BpAIIAJICS C MOIHBIM OuoHIMKOM. TombKo ero g Gonblue He Buaen. [Toxoxe,
OH 00MIeJICsl Ha MEHS M HE XOTel 00JIbIle CO MHOM pa3roBapHBaTh.



