Cocepu TTOAYYaAY ITUCBMa W YUTAAU UX BCAYX. K crapiinae
MIPUXOAMAA JKEHa, @ BAacoBY HUKTO He IHcan, ¥ eMy OBIAO TaK
CKYYHO, UTO OH A@’Ke YAUBASIACSI, UTO MOJKeT OBITh Ha CBETe Ta-
Kas ckyka. [Ipesxpe oH HUKOTrAa He cKydan. OH OBIA BECEABIN U
XOpPOIIIO Ur'paA Ha OasiHe. B oTpsinAe MOPCKOM ITeXOTHL OBIAYM IPY-
3UHBI, ¥ OH urpaa uM «Cyauko» u «MpaBaapkaMuep» — eCThb
TaKas YyAHas 3aCTOAbHAA MeCHs. PIAOM CTOSIAM apMeNIIbI-Ka3a-
XU; TIOAOOPaB Ha OasiHe UX MPOTSIyKHOE TTeHre, OH UTPaA U UM, 1
OHU CUAEAU, CKPECTUB HOTH U MTOKAUYUBASICh, @ OTOM XAOTaAU
BaacoBa 1o maeuy 1 3BaAU B 'OCTH, B AQAEKHE Ka3aXCKUe CTellH.

W paneH oH OBIA M3-3a cBoero OasiHa. OCKOAKOM MUHBI
pas3ouao OasH; He TOMHS ce0s1, BAacOB BhIlIeA U3 OAMHAA KA U,
He Ipg4ack, NOUIEA HA HeMIeB. OH yOUA TPOUX U IpPaHaTaMu
PasHEC MUHOMET, HO caM OBIA TSIJKEAO PaHeH. Ero yBe3AU B THIA,
BOMHA OCTAAACh AAAEKO II03aAH, U yKe He OBIAO C HAM ero 0as-
Ha. A KaKOU BeANKOAEITHBIN ObIA OastH!

Temnepsb OH AeXKaA B rocnimTasre U TOcKOBaA. C KOWKHU OBIA
BHAEH Kpaelllek Heba — XMYypOro, Ceporo, He TO YTO Ha AOHY,
TAE OH POAUMACS M BhIpoC. Ero paHUAM BeCHOMU, a Terephb ObiAa
OCeHb, M TaAKM 110 HOYaM KpHUYaAu B capy. OH IIO’KarOBaACd



AOKTOPY, UTO OHM He AQIOT €My CIaTh, ¥ AOKTOP YAUBUACST —
HUKTO B HanraTe, Kpome BaacoBa, raroK He CAbIIas. ['ae-To
OAM3KO — 3@ CaMOM CTeHOM — KaYaAuCh U CKPUTIEAN AePEBb,
U eMy Ka3aA0Ch, UTO MOKPBIE AUCThS TaAQIOT Ha Hero — Iaja-
IOT M TTIaAQIOT O0e3 KOHITa U Kpato.

U Bcé 3TO OBIA@ CKYKQ, KOTOpad ToMuaa ero. C Ka>kKABIM
AHEM eMy CTaHOBUAOCH BCE Xy>Ke. BAeAHBIN, C 3a0CTPUBIINM-
CsI HOCOM, OH A€’KaA, OTBEPHYBIIMUCH K CT€HE, U eMy OBIAO BCE
PaBHO, O YEM TOBOPST, BOAHYIOTCS, CIIOPSAT COCEAH.

Boabliie Bcero OH TOCKOBaA, KOTA@ IIPUXOAUAU TUCbMa. Ko-
HEYHO, OH OBIA CUPOTOH, Y HErO He OBIAO HU OTIIa, HU MaTepy, OH
BEIPOC B peTaoMe. VI3 peTaOMa ero B3siAM Oe3AeTHBIE CTaPUKY,
U OH JKUA y HUX B IPUTOPOAE, Bo3Ae PocToBa. ['Ae oHM Teneps,
SKUBBI A — KTO 3HaeT? KuBa AU IOAPYTa, C KOTOPOW OH I'yASIA
MO BOMHBI, KOTA@ pabOTaA Ha XpyCTaAbBHOM 3aBoAe? OHa-TO YK,
BepHO, HallrcaAa Obl eMy, 3Had, YTO OH TaK PaHeH U Ae>KUT OAUH
B Uy’KOM T'OPOAE M YTO €My CTA@HOBUTCS BCE Xy’Ke C Ka’KABIM
AHEM, C KaXKABIM yacoM. Moauut nnoppyra! MoAdaT TOBapHUIly,
KOTOPBIM OH MI'PaA Ha CBOEM OasgHe,— MOJKeT OBITh, Y>Ke AaBHO
IIOAETAU 3@ POAMHY B XOAOAHBIX BOAHaX bapeH1eBa mops. Bece
MOAYAT, BCe 3a0bIAM 0 HEM. OH YMPET, U HUKTO Ha BCEM PYCCKOMN
3eMAe He BCIOMHUT €ro U He noskanreeT. M He OypeT AT HEro
TOU KPACOTHI, O KOTOPOU OH MeUTaA, KOIAd CPa’kKanCs U XOAWUA
B Pa3BeAKYy Ha OTYasHHBIE AeAd, M TPYAUACS Ha BOMHe, U ObIA
AB&KABI 3aHECEH ITyProy, U ABa’KABI 3aMep3ai A0 CAMOTO CEPA-
11a. Aas Hero He OyAeT KpacoThI U cuacTbs [ToOepbt!

W BAPYT OH IOAYYUA NHCBMO. OTO OBIA OOBIKHOBEHHBIU
AUCT OyMary, CAOKeHHBIU TPEYTOABHUKOM, M Ha 060pOTe, Kak
TOAATaeTCsl, MTOAHBINM aApec C UMeHeM, OTYeCTBOM U (paMUAUEN.
«MHe 3aX0TeA0Ch HanucaTh Tebe, MUABIT Depst,— TaK HaunHa-
AOCBH 3TO IUCHEMO,— XOTS ThI, 6€3 COMHEHUM, AaBHO 3a0LIA 000
MHe€, IIOCKOABKY MBI B JKU3HHU BCTPETUAMCH TOABKO OAHAYKABL.
Ho, y3HaB, 4TO THI paHeH, 9 HAACIOCh, YTO THI HE CAUIIIKOM CTPO-
ro OCYAMIIBb MeHS 3@ 3TO IIUCbMO. MHe U3BeCTHO, YTO THI XpPa-
Opo cpakaacs Ha KparineM CeBepe U OIIpaBAAA CBOM AOAT MO-
psiKa-KoMCOMOAbITa. He XxBacTast, CKaky, UTO 1 ¥ MeHsI B JKU3HU
OBINO MHOTO€, IPUUYEM B TPYAHBIE MUHYTHI 5, KaK HU CTPAHHO,
BCcIlOMMHaAa Tebs». [ToTrom ObiAn0o HanucaHo: «He Bcé Au pas-
HO, KTO 51?» U emé: «CumTaii, 4TO MPOCTO HEe3HAKOMKa»,— a



KOHYAAOCHh IMCBMO Ha IOAy(dpa3se: «Bo BCAIKOM CAydae, 3HaW,
4To 0 Tebe AyMalo U pAa’kKe dallle, ueM...» U paabIlle yKe IOA-
NIUCH II1AQ, KOTOPYIO OH HUKAK He MOT pa3oOpaTh. AApPeC ToXKe
He OBIA yKa3aH. Ho 3aTo K TUCHbMY OBIAU IIPUAOSKEHBI ABE IaUKU
«AeAn» U B IaKeTUKe HECKOABKO IITOKOAAAHBIX KOHQET.

OH uuTaA MUCHBMO IeAbId AeHb. OH mepebpaA Bcex 3Ha-
KOMBIX AeBYIIEK U IIpe>KAe BCero, MOHATHO, BCIIOMHUA O TOH,
C KOTOPOU OH TYASIA AO BOMHBI. HO 3TO OBIAQ He OHA, XOTS OBI
IIOTOMY, YTO C HEY OH BCTPEYAACSH HEe OAHAXKABL.

CraplinHa, CoOCep 10 KOMKe, CIIPOCUA €ro, OT KOI'0 TUCHEMO.
U BAacoB IpOMOAYAA.

— Taxk, Huuero,— ckazaa OH Horopda.— OminbKa.

Ho aTo 6BIna He omtubKa. [TpolIA0 HECKOABKO AHEN, U OH
IIOAYYUA BTOPOE HUCHBMO. «MHe M3BECTHO BCE OT OAHOM IIO-
APYTH, KOTOPasi BUAUT TeOsl Ka>KABIM AeHb,— IIHCard He3Ha-
KOoMKa.— I oHa ckazana MHe, UTO OT Te0OsI CaMOI'0 3aBUCUT TBOE
3M0POBBEY. AAAbIIle AN COBETHI, OOABIIEN YaCThIO MEAUIIMH-
CKOT'O CBOMCTBAQ, a IOTOM CTUXM, OUeHb XOPOoIire, 00 OAHOU Ae-
BYIIIKe, KOTOpad >KAET O0MI1a, Iponasiiero 6e3 BeCTH.

OTO OBIAO TTOPA3UTEABHO. HO KTO >Ke BUAUT €Tr0 Ka>KABIU
AeHb? B TpuamaToi manaTe AeKYpPHUAU ABe CeCcTphl — Mapus
[MTanTenreriMoHOBHA u Ayma. U emé cupenkd, KOTOPBIE 4aCTO
MeHsaAnCh. Mapusa [TanTeaeliMOHOBHA ObIAA PBIKAs, AAUHHAS,
B OYKaX, HEMHOTO II0XO’Kas Ha MIBAOpPy ITaAKOU BHU3, OCOOEH-
HO KOT'AQ OHA pyraaa KOro-HHOYAB ITocAe 00xX0Aa. TPyAHO IIpea-
CTaBUTH ceOe, 4YTO y Heé eCThb IOAPYTa, KOTOpasl IUIIIeT TakKue
nuckMa. Ayiia OblA@, HAOOOPOT, MaAeHbKasl, TOACTasi, CMeIl-
AMBAasI, U HEAQPOM CTaplinHa Ha3biBaA cecTép [laTom u IaTa-
moHOM. LleAnItt AeHb Ayllla HOCHAACh 10 TOCIIUTAAIO B pa3Be-
BAIONIEeMCs XaAaTe, M TO 3AeCh, TO TaM CABLIIIIAAKUCH €€ TOIOT U
x0x0T. OHa 3aMeHsIAa KOT'O-TO B KaHIIEASIpUH, TIOMOTaAa ITOAWT-
PYKY, BO3MAACh C TUMYPOBIIAMH. YK OHA-TO, Pa3yMeeTCs, BU-
Aena BracoBa KasKABIM A€HBb M MOT'Ad CKAa3aTh, YTO, II0 MHEHUIO
Bpauel, OT HEro CaMOro 3aBUCUT €0 3A0POBBE.

Ho BaacoBy OBIAO OBI pAa’Ke HEMHOTO KaAb, €CAU OBl 3TOU
MMOAPYTOM OKa3anach Aymia. [TucbmMa OBIAM TAUHCTBEHHBIE, HE-
OOBIKHOBEHHHIE, a Ayllla — IIpocTo Aylia.

U oH pemmA A0 HOPBL AO BpeMeHU HHUYero He TOBOPUTH
Hu Mapuu [laHTereliMoHOBHe, HU Ayile. C BOAHEHUEM, C



AYIIIEBHOM TPEeBOTOM OH CTaA OKUAATH HOBBIX InceM. OH Io-
CAYIIAACSI HACUET CBOETro 3A0pPOBbs. IIpeskpe OH Mano en, BCE
Ka3an0Ch eMy HEBKYCHBIM, XOTsI B TOCIIUTaAe KOPMUAYM OTAMYHO.
A Temnepb cTan IOHEMHOTY eCTb. OH 3aChIIIaA TOABKO TI0OA YTPO.
A Temnepsb € Beuepa IIOCTaPaACsd YCHYTb — U HUYETO, IOAYUYUAOCS.
Tenepb eMy CTarO MHTEPECHO, UTO IIUIIYT ApyruM OorinaMm. OH
CAyIIan, cpaBHUBaA. Kyaa uM! OTo BCE OBIAU TPOCTHIE, OOBIKHO-
BeHHBIE IINCbMa — O TOM, KaKOU YPOAUACS XAe0, A@ CIIDABUAUCH
AU C YOOPKOH, A@ O TOM, UTO y COCEAEN OTEAUAACE KOPOBA.

Ho BOT mpuIino TpeTbe IUCBMO — 1 OH He IIOBEPHA TAa-
3am! Kak mo kHure, sTa AeBYIIKa-HE3HAKOMKa IIPOYUTAAA
BCE&, 4TO TBOPHUAOCH B €ro pyiie. O 4éM OH MeuTaA U YTO Kasa-
AOCh eMy IIOTepSHHBIM HaBCeraa, HeBo3BpaTHoO. «He aymatiTe,
®eps,— nucanra 0OHa,— YTO AAPOM MPOUAET U 3a0yAeTCsT BCE,
YTO BBL MCHBITAAU. [OHNTE IPOYL 3Ty FOPBKYIO MBICAB. HacTa-
HeT BpeMs, KOrAa Bac Ha30BYT Ha BeCb MUP — BOT OH, Depd
BaacoB, MOPSIK-KOMCOMOAE€IL], KOTOPBIM IPOAUA CBOKO KPOBB 3a
cuacTbe OTYU3HEL Bce OyAyT BOCXUIIATECS TOOOH, KaK OOUIIOM
1 9eA0BEeKOM. ['OpABIN, BO BECh POCT, OTA@BAsi YECTh, THI OYAEIIh
CTOSTH Ha CBOEM 00eBOM KOpabAe U IIBETHLIMU (pAaKKaMU I1e-
peaaBaTh Ha Oeper opHO cAoBO — ,[ToGepa’».

HacuéT (prakka OBIAO HEMHOT'O HAITyTAHO, U HEAB3S OBINO,
TIOHSITHO, OAHOBPEMEHHO OTA@BaTh YeCTh U CUTHAaAUTE. Ho 3To
He MMeAO HMKAKOr'o 3HaueHus. Bcé emlé Boepepud — BOT 4TO
OHa XOTeAa cKazaThk! Hy>KHO >KUTh, IOTOMY YTO BCE BIEPEAU.
Hy>HO cperaTh BCE, YTOOBI CHOBA CTOSATh Ha 60eBOM KopabAae
B 3TOT TOP>KEeCTBEHHBIN Yac. 11 Hy’)KHO He OTCTyHaTh IIepep, To-
CKOM, Ilepep CMepPTBI0, O KOTOPOM KpHYaT II0 HOUYaM TaAKU B
CaAy, Hy’KHO He OTCTyIlaTh, KaK OH He OTCTyIIaA Ha (OpOHTe.

TOYHO YTO-TO TEPEBEPHYAOCH B €T0 AYIIIe, KOTAQ OH ITPOYM-
TaA 3To mucbMo. Ho KTo >Ke Hanucana ero? U cTpalllHo, 1 BeCceao
OBINO eMy AyMaTh 00 3TOM. To eMy MepeInAach TOHEeHbKas aK-
KypaTHasg A€BYIIKA, OOABIIIErAa3as, C KHUIOM B PyKax, B 4€p-
HOM IIEAKOBOM IIAAThe. TO COBCEM ApyTast — BBICOKAs, CMeAas,
C KOCaMU BOKPYT I'OAOBBI, BPOAE TON, KOTOpasi UTpaeT I'AaBHYIO
poAb B KapTuHe «FOHOCTE Makcumar.

AaBHO y’Ke OH 3a0BbIA U AyMaTh O CBoel OeccoHHuIle. OH
NIPEBOCXOAHO €A, U AOKTOP, KOTOPBIN IIPeKAe BCE XMYPHUACH,
OCMAaTpHBad ero, ObIA Tellepb COBEPIIIEHHO AOBOAEH.



— YEpT ero 3HaeT,— CKa3aa OH KaK-TOo, CMesaCb.— Beab ThI
>Ke ymMupaa, Baacos. B uém peno, a? 3arapka IpUPOABL?

W 5T0 AeMCTBUTEABHO ObIAa 3aTapAKa ITPUPOADI.

Ho BApyT IlepecTaru IPUXOAUTD 3TU YyAHBIe THCbMa. [ 1po-
LIAQ HEAEAS, APYTast, OH BCE JKAQA. [ IpuxpaMelBas, OH II€YaAbHO
OpOAMA TIO TTAaAATe M BCE AyMaA: UTO JKe CAYYUAOCh? OH mepe-
YUTaA CTapble MHMCbMa U HAIMCaA OTBET: «S He 3Halo Balllero
UMEHH, OTYECTBa, AOPOrasg He3HAaKOMKA, HO XOTeA OBl Y3HATh,
4TOOBI AMYHO BBIPA3UTh CBOE BocxmIeHUe». Ho KoMy ke OT-
DaTb OTBET? YK, KoHeuHO, He Mapun [laHTeAreliMOHOBHE, KO-
TOopas BCé ceppnArach. Aymnie? Ho BMecTe ¢ IHCbMaMM IIpoIiasa
u Ayura. OH y>ke BCE 0O0pAyMan, U eMy OBIAO SICHO, UTO UMEHHO
Ayllla 1 eCTh Ta IOAPYTa, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO He3HAKOMKA IIOCHIAA-
Ad eMy CBOU ITUChbMa. A MOJKeT OBITh, 1 He Ayia. OH CIIPOCUA Y
OAHOM CHAEAKH, TAe OHQ, ToUueMy He IPUXOAUT, U CUAEAKA CKa-
3aAq, uTo Ayiia 6oabHa. OHa CHABHO 3aXBOpana BOCIIaAeHUEM
AETKUX, K HeM Aa’Ke e3AUA TAaBHBIU Bpay, U OOSIAMCH, UYTO OHAa
YMPET, HO OIIaCHOCTh MUHOBAAAQ.

Bce cnpammBaau o Ayiile, He TOABKO BaacoB,— B rocunu-
Tare CTaAO CKY4HO Oe3 Ayly, 0e3 e€ TOIoTa U XOX0Ta, Oe3 eé
pasroBopa o0 TOM M O CEM, OT KOTOPOTO ITIOYEMY-TO CTAHOBHUAOCH
Aerye Ha CepAlle.

Brina y>ke 3uMa. BAacOB MOIIPABUACS, U €r0 Ha3HAYUAU Ha
KOMMCCHIO, KOraa Ayllla SBUAACH, TOOAeAHEBIIas M IIOXYAEB-
11as, HO, KakeTcsd, elé Doaee Becénas, ueM npesrae. Eif paxe
OBINO K AYyUIIIEMY, YTO OHA TakK Ioxyapera. OHa MOACTPUTAACK,
TAa3a CTaAu OOABIIIE, ¥ OHA KaK OYATO Aa’Ke BBIPOCAQ, UYTO OBIAO
BIIOAHE BO3MOXXHO. HEeCKOABKO pa3 oHa ImpoAeTara MUMO Baa-
CoBa B CBOEM pa3BeBaloOIeMCs XaAaTe, U OH BCE He pellarcs
OTAQTH el CBOU OTBeT. M BAPYT pelInACs.

OTO OBIAO Ha MAOINAAKE, KyAd pebsaTa BBIXOAUAU KYPUTh.
OH IPOCTO CXBATHUA €€ 3a PyKaB M CYHYA CBOM OTBET B KapMaH
eé xXanara.

— Yro ThI, BAacoB? — cripocuna oHa C yAMBAEHHEM.

OH OpoMOAYaA, TOABKO IOKpacHeA. Toraa oHa cTara 4u-
TaTh, 3aCMesIAACh U TOJKe ToKpacHeAda. OHU HEMHOTO ITOCTOSIAY,
00a KpacHble, He TOBOPSI HU CAOBQ, @ IIOTOM OHa yOerkKaAa.

Bcé yrpo Baacos aexkan Ha KoMke U AyMan. OH IOIPOCHA
Y CTapIINHBI 3€pPKAr0 U CAeAaA IIPOOOpP, XOTS BOAOCHI ellé He



OTPOCAH, Y1 TPOOOP BHIIIIEA Uy Th 3aMETHBIN. BADYT OH yBUAEA CBOU
HOTH B KaAbCOHAX M CITyCTUBIINXCS OEABIX UyAKaX, U eMy 3aX0-
TeAOCH OAEThCSI. OH BBIIPOCHUA Y CECTPHI-XO035MKM IIITaHbI U TUM-
HACTEPKY II0A IIPEAAOTOM, UTO OTIPABASIETCS B TOPOA, U BOOOIIe
NIPUHAPSIAUACST KaK MOT. BBIAO HESICHO, YTO UMEHHO AOAJKHO IIPO-
U30MUTH, HO OH BCE-TaKM NMPUHAPIAUACA. A BAPYT /\yIlla CerOAHS
TIepepacT el ero OTBET U OHa NPUAET, TOHEeHbKas, akKypaTHasd, ¢
KHUTOM B PyKaX, AU BBICOKAs, C KOCAMU BOKPYT I'OAOBEI, BPOAE
TOY, YTO UTPAET IaBHYIO POADL B KapTuHe «FOHOCTE Makcumar ?

K Beuepy OH He BBIAEPIKAA U MOIIEA PA3BICKUBATE AYITY.
B aTO Bpemsa oHa Bcerpa OblBana B IIpolleAypHOU. O4eHb TUXO
OH OTKPBIA ABEPH U YBUAEA €€ — OHa CHAEAd 3a CTOAOM U 4TO-
To ntucara. OHa He 00epHyAaCh, HABEPHO, IOAYMAaAQa, 4YTO KTO-
HUOYAD U3 IIePCOHAAQ,— U, HECABIIIHO CTyIIasi, OH C3aAU IIOAO-
IIEA K HeH U CTaA UMTATh, YTO OHA NIUIIET.

«3abyAb 000 MHe, MUABIH Depst,— Mrcasra OHa,— CYUTAM, 9TO
5TO OBIAA TOABKO MEUTq, IIOTOMY UTO CETOAHS 5 ye3sKaro. Tel Hu-
KOTAQ He YBUAHUIIIL MeHS, CKayKy TOABKO, UTO 51 OECKOHEUHO Paaa,
YTO THI IOIIPABUACS 1 YTO THI, HAAEIOCh, MOJKET OBITh, He 3a0yAelllb
Ty, KOTOPast OT BCEM AYIIN JKeAQeT TeOe IMOOEABI X CUACTBSI».

Ayllla HEMHOTO BCXAUIIHYAQ, KOTA@ HalluCcaAa 3TH CAOBQ, U
OH CTOSIA M AyMaA TaK OBICTPO, KaK TOABKO MOT, YTOOBI IIOCKO-
pee MOHATH, YTO CAYUYHUAOCH.

— Taxk 3To ThI, AylleHbKa? — CIPOCHUA OH HETPOMKO.

OHa BCKOYMAQ U pa30opBaAa MUCHMO.

Yepes Hepeato BAacoB IIOMIEA HA KOMUCCHUIO, U AOKTOPQ,
OCMaTpHBas ero, CHOBA CKa3aAH, UTO OH SIBASIETCS YYAOM U 3a-
TaAKOU IIPUPOABL. 3arapka Oblra MPOCTast, HO OH, MOHATHO, He
CTan e€ OOBICHATh. BO3MOKHO, UTO AAST IOAOOHOIO A€UeHUd B
MeAUITUHE elllé He ObIAO MecCTa.

Ero HanmpaBmAuM B KOMaHAY BBI3BAOPABAMBAIOIINX, @ OTTY-
AQ OH AOAKEH OBIA ITOeXaTh B CBOIO YaCTh, U Y HETO OKA3aACsa
CBOOOAHBIN A€Hb, KOTOPBIM OH IPOBEA ¢ Aymiel. OHU TyASIAT
B ITIapKe, OBIAM B KUHO, U OH PACCKA3bIBAA €1, YTO HE3HAKOMKA
NIPEACTABASIAACE eMY IIOXOJKeHM Ha Ty AeBYIIKY, KOTopas Urpa-
€T I'AaBHYIO POAB B KapTuHe «IOHOCTE Makcuma». Teneps 3T0
OBIAO IIPOCTO CMEIITHO, IIOTOMY YTO OH SICHO BHAEA, YTO HHUKTO
Ha cBeTe, KpoMe AYIIIY, He MOT HalluCaTh 3TH YyAHbIE IIChMa.



