OH XAOIIHYA ABEPBIO TaK, 4TO I10A OOOSIMU B KBapTHUpPE 3a-
LIyplilaAa OChIIaIoNiascs MTyKaTypKa. [ToCABIIIIaAnCE ero yaa-
AGIOLIMECs 1Iard, W TAe-TO AAA€KO BHU3Y OTAYIIUTEABHO T'PO-
MBIXHYAAQ €lllé OAHA ABEPD, yJKe MeTaAANdecKad.

— ThI ené no>kaneelb! — IpoIrenTana KeHIIUHa BCAEA U
HAKOHEII-TO I03BOAMAA ce0e 3allAaKaTh.

l'opbkO, 0OUAHO CHUAETH B CBOEM KBAPTUPE, TOABKO UTO OBIB-
LIe CEMEWHBIM T'HE3A0M, ¥ Pa3Ma3bIBaTh CAE3EI 110 IIeKaM U IO-
AyIIKe. M >KeHIMHA PBIAAAE UMEHHO OT 3TOU TOPbKOU OOUABL, OT
HEeCIIPAaBEAAMBOCTH, KOTOpast CAeAdAd eé CyllecTBOBaHUe Oec-
CMBICAEHHBIM U HEHY>KHBIM. VI3peapka OHa ITOAHMMaAA TAas3a Ha
00pa3 Boropoauiisl 1 CKBO3b MKaHUE U BCXAUIIBI CIIPAIINBaAA:

— 3auTo?

CKOpPOHBIN AMK MOAYaA B 0TBeT. OHa AOATO TIA@KaAa, B3AParu-
Bas BCEM CBOWM I'PY3HOBATBHIM TEAOM, 3aTeM IIOAHIAACH U IIPOTO-
rana K 6apy, AOCTaAd OTTYAQ MOAYITYCTYIO OYTBIAKY BOAKU 1 OOKaA.

B 3TO BpeMsa B ABepb IO3BOHUAM. TpeboBaTeabHO. Emié
paa. Emié.

7KeHIyHa nmepexBaTuAd OYTBHIAKY 3@ FOPABIIIKO TaK, Kak
ecAm ObI HaMepeBaAach HAaHECTH €0 KOMY-TO yAap, ¥ HallpaBU-
AQchk K ABepH. Aa, OHa ObIAQ IIOYTH YBEPEHQ, YTO 3TO €€ Oaaro-
BEPHBIU BEPHYACS, YTOOHL...

Ho Ha nmopore cTOsIA He MyJK, @ COCEeAKA AIOAMUAA.

— Bor 3T0 3ApackTe BaM B HIAANY! — M3YMAEHHO IPOTOBO-
PHAA OHQ, YBUAAB XO39WUKY KBAPTUPHI C OITyXIITUMU IIOKPACHEB-
IIMMU TAa3aMU U € OYTHIAKOM B pyKe.— OTO g YAQUHO 3alna!

Bcs 3nas pelllMMOCTB TYT JKe MOKUHYAA HeCYacTHYIO, eé
AUIIO CHOBA MEPEeKOCHUAOCH IIAaueM, OHAa KUBHYAA U BIIYCTHAQ
TIPHUIIEATITYTO.

— TeI wero, MaTb? — ArOAMHAA BCceTrpa OblAa TPpyOOBaTa,
HaAMEHHQ, >KaAeThb He YMeAd, HO ceddac eé MOsSBAeHHuE OBIAO
IIOYTU MOAAPKOM CYABOBL.— TBI 4ero, (hbA@KOH B OAHO TOPAO
BCOCaAQ, uTo Au? THI B CBOEM yMe?



OHa KoOe-KaK yCaAVAa PHIAQIONIYIO JKEHIUHY Ha AWBAH,
IIPUHECAA U3 KYXHU BOABI, IIPEABAPUTEABHO BAVB B CTaKaH XO-
POIIIYIO AO3Y YCIIOKOUTEABHOTO.

— Ilemnt. AenKa, ey, g ckasansa! Bor tak. Hy a Teneps BHI-
KAQABIBaW, KTO yMep.

Onu enié pA0ATo 6ecep0BaAl «O CBOEM, O JKEHCKOM». /\IOA-
MMAQ, MTHOBEHHO COPMEHTUPOBABIINCH, AOCTara U3 6apa BTO-
PYyIO «0EAeHBKYIO». 3@ OKHOM Ha4aAl CIyLIaThbCs CyMepKH, a
ABe JKEeHIIIMHBI BCE CUAEAU, OAHA TOBOPUAQ, APYTasl CAYIIaAQ,
ABIMMAA TOHKUMU CUTapeTaMU U U3peAKa KUBaAa.

— AIOAOYKQ, UTO MHE AeNaTh?

— CMOTps dero ThHI XOUelllb. BepHYThL €ero UAU OTOMCTHUTH
eMy. VIAan, MOJKeT, elllé€ KaKue IAAHBI eCTh?

— Aa Kakue naaHbl?.. Kakue MOTyT OBITH IIAGHBI, KOTAQ
>KM3Hb KOHYHUAACK? |

— /\eHa, BOT TBI BPOAE JKe YMHBIM 4EAOBEK, a Aypa AypOHu,
MIPOCTH 3@ OTKPOBEHHOCTB. Hy ¢ Kakoro nepemnyry >KU3Hb-TO 3a-
KOHYMAACh? Aa HaberaeTcst TBOM KOOEAb, IIPOTOAOAQETCSI U IIPH-
TIOA3ET OOPATHO KaK HU B UéM He ObIBaAO. Kyaa OH A€HETCS OT TBO-
uxX OOPIIeN U UBITIAIT Tabaka? M ThI JKe camMa ero mpuMelllb, AWIIb
OBI BCE OBINO KaK y BCEX, U OH AaJKe YTPBhI3€HUM COBECTU He UCIIbI-
TaeT 3a CBOE IIPeAATEABCTBO. [10TOMY UTO ThI TYIIO €T0 IPOCTHUIIIb.

EneHa caerka omelnaa OT CAOB IOAPYTH. OHa pasKe He Ha-
IIAACh YTO OTBETUTh. BOAKA CHSAQ YACThb HAIPSDKEHUS, 3aTyMa-
HHUAQ TAQ3@, U JKeHCKUM CUAYST, KYPUBIIUN OKOAO IIPUOTKPHITO-
TO OKHQ, BAPYT IIOKA3aACd €M YAUBUTEABHO NPUBAEKATEABHBIM.
HecMoTpst Ha cBOM «3a MATBAECCIT», AIOAMMAA ObIAA €I1é OUYeHb
CTPOMHAQ, NO3BOASIAG Cebe ODAErarollyr0 OAEKAY, BBICOKUMI Ka-
OAYYOK U APKYIO IToMaay. OHa KpacHUAaCh Tak, 4YTO pa3pes raas eé
HAIIOMUHAA OAEHUM, HOCHAA OYKM KaK KMHOIITHAsI CTepBa 1 AAWH-
HBIe TEMHBIE BOAOCHI 3aKAAbIBAAA Ha 3aTBIAKE B «PAKYIIKy». Bcé
BMECTe ACAAAO €€ IIOXO’KEeU Ha YUYUTEABHUITY, CTPOIYIO, HO CeK-
CaNMABHYIO. 3aMy’KeM, KCTaTH, HUKOTAQ He ObIna. My>KUMHEI, 3a-
TIaA@BIIIME Ha SAPKYIO, IIOUTH TOAAUBYACKYIO BHEIITHOCTD, OBICTPO
Pa30yapOBBEIBAAUCE: OHA He IPEACTABASIAQ HU OAHOTO U3 TPEX
HUAEAAO0B JKeHBbl — HU XO3SMKHU Ha KyXHe, HI KOPOAEBBI B TOCTH-
HOM, HU ITIOPHO3BE3ABI B ITOCcTeAr. Hi yoK TeM Ooaee TPEX B OAHOM.
OHa >Xxmura papm cebsi, HU pa3y He BBIPA3WB HOPMAABHOTO SKE€H-
CKOTO JKeAaHMSI POAUTH PeOEHKQ, HU pa3y He ITOAAB MUAOCTHIHU



HUIIEMY UAU KaAeKe-ahTaHITy, He COTAAIIasiCh HUKOTO IIOAMEHSTh
1o paboTe 3a OecrnaTHO. Ag, ATOAMHUAQ He IIPOCTHAA OBl CBOEMY
MY>Ky U3M€eH. YK OHa HalllAd OBl CIIOCOO CAEAATh TaK, YTO TOT TPU
pasa no>kanea ObI O CBOEM IIOCTYIIKE. A MOJKET, ¥ TPUALIATH TPU.

— 3Aad THIL

AIOAMUAQ PABHOAYIITHO KUBHYAQ, COTAAIIASICH C TAKOBBIM
olpepereHueM.

— MHe IA0XO0 celnyac, a Thl AaKe II0COYYBCTBOBATh HE MO-
JKelllb.

— A cMBICA Tebe COUyBCTBOBATh? BbiAa OBI TEI XOTh CKOAB-
KO-HHOYAB YMHee, Thl cef4ac He 3aAMBana Obl COIIAU BOAKOM U
He BOIIpOIlIaAa OBl AePEBLIIIKY, 3a UTO TeOe TaKoe HaKa3aHue.

Ot HeoxxupanuocTu Eaena onermraa. OHa mepeBeaa N3yM-
AEHHBIN B3TASIA C AUTIa AIOAMUABI Ha 00pa3 boropoauiibl, cMu-
PEHHO CKAOHUBIIEH TOAOBY B MOAUTBE, M1 CHOBA Ha COCEAKY.

— OTKypa THI 3HaeMNIh?

AIOAMUAQ U3AEBATEABCKU XOXOTHYAA!

— A AASL 9ero oHa TOTA@ TYT BUCHUT? ABIPKY Ha 000sX 3a-
ropa’kuBaeT? /AeHa, BKAIOUM MO3T, €CAU OH y TeOd elllé eCTh, U
mopyMal, HaCKOABKO AeTye MOTAA@ Obl CAOJKUTBHCS TBOSI JKM3HB!
Ecau OBl He TOIAAS MOPaAb, IpeAlNCHIBalolas Tede IpoIaTh
BPAros, IOACTaBASIThL UM BTOPYIO IIEKY AAS YA@pa BMeCTO TOTO,
yTOOBI Bpe3aTh IEPBOY, U C yTpa A0 HOYU OOCAYKHUBATh BOHIO-
Yero caMiia, MOYNTast ero CBOMM I'OCITIOAMHOM.

He pOKUAQSICH OTBETa, OHAa HAAMAA IOAHBIA GOKAA 1 IIOAO-
ABUHYAQ ero Enene.

— U He cMOTpU Ha MeHS KaK COAAQT Ha BOIIb. [ [pUHIIMITE
3A0POBOTO ATOM3Ma HUKTO HE OTMEHSIA.

— Tebe aerko roBopuTh! TE 3a BCIO JKU3Hb HUKOTO HE
AroOmAal

— A Tebe KTO BeAeA AFOOUTL? AT0OOOBE — 3TO BeAHMYAMIIIAST
TAYIIOCTB Ha 3€MA€, a TAYIIOCTb — CaMBbIU TSKKUM I'PeX, KAKOU
TOABKO MOJKHO COBEpPIIUTE. M 1 He coOUparoCch NoTakaTh Tebe
B 3ToM. Hao00opoT, 5 X04y, YTOOHI ThHI IlepecTard YyBCTBOBATH
ce0s ONAEBAHHOM U Pa3Ma3aHHOU, YHUJKEHHOU U OCKOPOAEH-
HOU TOABKO IIOTOMY, UTO ThI II03BOASIAA ceOe UCIBITHIBATh PEA-
KHe MUHYTHI YAOBOABCTBUS MAY HACAQKAEHUS.

Ot Takux cAoB y EAeHEBI TOAE3AH Ha AOD TAd3a.

— YTO0 3HAYUT «peAKUe MUHYTHI» ?



AIOAMIAQ pa3Bend pyKaMu:

— A TBI X0O4elllb MeHd yOeAuTh B oOpaTHOM? AaBal, Mo-
npoOyu. Ho cHauanra OTBETH MHe 4eCTHO Ha OAMH Bompoc. Cka-
>KY, CKOABKO BpDEMEHU ThI 3aMy>KeM ¢

— TpuaLaTh AT, HY U 9TO?

— W Kak 9acTo THI UCILITHIBAAA HACTOsIIlee, HUYeM He OM-
pauaemoe cyacTbe? TOABKO He CBUCTHU MHE, CTUPKa HOCKOB U
TeAEHOK BO MMS AIOOBUM He B CUET. S cIpaluBaio BOT O UEM:
CKOABKO AAMAACH TBOSI PAAOCTh OT IIOAAPEHHOro OyKeTa IiBe-
TOB, OT CEKCQ, OT ITIOe3AKHU Ha MOpPe MAM MIAIIABIKA? MUHYTY ?
ABe? Anorom uTo? 'onoBHas 60Ab! Ha 11BeTEl y TeOs arreprus,
TIOCAe CceKCa Thl TPICAACh, Kak OBl He IIPUIIIAOCH AeAaTh abopT,
TIOCAe IIAIIABIKOB ThI TalllUAa Ha cebe AOMOM NIbJHOE TEeAO U
Ky4y I'PI3HOU IIOCYABI, IIOCAE MOPS A€UHMAd O’KOTU CBOUM AU-
YMHKaM, U TaK TPUAIIATh A€T HOAPSA! 3@ Ka>KAyI0 CBOIO YABIOKY
TBI 3alIAQTUAA CTPAXOM, CA€3aMHM, YHUKEHUAMH, (PU3UIEeCKUM
TPYAOM 1 O0AbIO. Pa3Be HeT? 1 celfuac Thl phlA@€b U3-3a TOTO,
4YTO UCTOYHUK TBOUX CTPAXOB U CAE3 HAKOHEII-TO CBAAMA K 4Ep-
TOBOM 0aby1IKe, oCTaBUB Tebs B ITOKoe!

B kBapTHpe OKOHYATEABHO CTyCTHAACh TEMHOTQ, HO KeH-
IIVHEL He 3a’XKUraAu cBeT. V1 B 9TOM TeMHOTe CAOBa AIOAMUABI
3ByYaAM CTPAHHO U CTPAIIHO, CAOBHO 3TO U He AIOAMHAA BOBCE
roBOpUAA cerdac ¢ EneHOH, a KTO-TO APYTOM.

— CA0>XM BMecCTe BCe 3TU MUHYTKHU CUACThs, YHUCTOIO OAa-
>KeHCTBAa — CKOABKO Bcero noayuutcsa? Mecqarn! Aa>ke U TOTO
He HaGepéTcd. Hy, Bo3pas3u, eCAn CMOJKellb.

EaeHa co cTpaxoM cMOTpeAa Ha >KeHITUHY ¥ OKHQ, TOABKO
4TO OBIBIIYIO NAFOAMUAOU. HOrH €€ B y3KUX cephIX OproYKax, 00y-
TbIe B Ty(DAU HA BBICOKOM KaOAYKe, BADYT IIOKA3aAMCh €U KO3-
AWHBIMH HOTaMM, OKQHUYUBAIOIIMMUCS U3SIIHBIMUA KOIBITIIAMHU.
Kyaa-To mponana obaerarorast BOAOAA3Ka, U B3TAIAAM U3YMAEH-
HOU EAeHBI IpeACTaAr MY’KCKOU TOPC, HOKPBITBIM IIEePCThIO, U
CUABHBIE MYCKYAUCTBIE PYKU. BCcé BeHUara KO3AMHAsS OAOBA C
U30THYTBIMU POTaMU, HaTABIM B3TASIAOM PACKOCHIX I'Ad3 U Iepe-
BEPHYTOM IATUKOHEUHOM 3Be3A0M BO AOy. AAMHHBIE BOAOCHI,
MVHHAS KO3AWHasa 60popa. HyAOBUIIE IPOAOATKANO!

— A Tenepb IOCAYIIIAM MeH$, TAyIeHbKasd. Bcé, uTo Tebe
BHYIIIAAM AO CHX IIOP OTHOCUTEABHO TaK HA3bIBAEMOTO «>KEH-
CKOT'O CYACTBLSI»,— AOXKDL YMCTOM BOALI. VIMeM CMeAOCThL 3TO



npu3HaTh. Hey>KeAn Takoe y>K BEAMKOE CUacThe BCIO JKU3Hb
yOupaTh 3a KEM-TO I'PsI3b, TOTOBUTH KOMY-TO TOHHBI €ABI, AQ eII1é
He KaKOM XOUYeTCs, a Ha KaKylo XBaTaeT AeHer? A IIOTOM CKpe-
CTH TIOCAE HETO TapeAKH, IIBINECOCHUTD 3aTa’KeHHBIN KPOIIKaMU
KOBEp? Thl IOAOBUHY KU3HU yOUAA HA YEAOBEKA, KOTOPHIH B KO-
HEYHOM HTOI'e HallAe€BaA Ha TBOM CTapaHus. Pa3Be He TyIIOCTh?

— AI0AQ, THL... Thl — KO3€A! — BCKPUKHYAQ OKOHYATEABHO
cOuTasi C TOAKY U IlepellyraHHas )KeHIIuHa.— Thl K03éA, Atoaa!

— He xo3éx, a BadpomeT. ITo MOE HacTosIIIee UMS.

— 51 Tebs 6oroch!

Ko3én Xx0XoTHYA U yceacsa nepep EaeHON, CKpecTUuB HOI'U
Ha BOCTOYHBIA MaHep.

— MeHnsa? Trl OoUIIBCS TPABABL. Sl JKe X0uy, YTOOBI THI XOTh
HEeMHOI'O yBa’kana ce0sl, CBOE TeAO, CBOU TPYA, CBOIO >KM3Hb!
Aake cenyac OH COIIUT, YAOBAETBOPSSA >KMBOTHYIO IIOXOTh
C APYTOM CaMKOM, @ Thl BBIHYKA€HA CHUAETH B OAMHOYECTBE U
TEMHOTeE, II0TOMY YTO HEKTO BHYIIHNA Tebe, UTO Hy’KHO XPaHUTh
BEPHOCTB, U100 OHA — AOOpPOAETEAb. A BEeAb A€CATKU MY’>KUYUH
UAM JKEHIIUH MOTAM OBl AOPOT'O AQTh, YTOOBI XOTH HEHAAOATO
IIOYYBCTBOBATH B CBOUX OOBATUAX TBOE TEAO.

— 51 He Xouy TeOs caylIaTh! JT0 BCé He Tak! ThI KO3€A, KO-
384, Ko3éal!!

BadomeT pacxoxoTaacs, a 3aTeM IIOXAOIAA >KEeHIIUHY 110
1IeKe:

— XBaTUT UCTEPUTH, Aypa! Ycnokorics! Aena! Aenall!!

Omna ounyAachk. MysK IMIAEIaA €€ T10 IeKaM, IPUroBapuBast:

— Ycnokotics, AeHa. AeHa!

OHa 04YHyAAaCh U IPOTEPAA MOKPEIE OT CAE3 TAa3a. OTAgaHy-
AQch B yKace. TbMa 3a OKHOM CTana He TaKOU I'yCTOM, BOT-BOT
HAQYHET TasTh.

— ATAe KO3E€A? — CIIpocHAa IlepelyraHHas JKeHITHa.

My>k4urHa olIapalleHHO YCTaBUACS Ha Heé:

— AeH, Tol yero? Kakoit Ko3éa? OTKyaa y Hac Ko3éa? CTo
pa3 TOBOPUA: He CMOTPU Ha HOUb CBOU CTPAIIUAKH.

OH 340K0 TTOEXXUACS M 3aAe3 00paTHO T0A oAesiro. JKeH-
IIMHa OOAETYEHHO BEIAOXHYAA. [TocTydara o TyMOOUKe, TOCHI-
AQsl COH BOCAE), 3a YXOAAIeN HOUBIO, M 3aKpbIAa raa3a. CHoBa
BCIIABIA CMeIOIUcg o0pa3 ¢ IeHTarpaMMol Bo AOy. B aTo Bpe-
MsI MY’K ITPOBOPYAA:



— Mmue To)Xe BCsKas dellyxa CHUAACh. HaBepHoe, HapO
OBIAO MEHbIIIe Ha HOYb TBOUX MTUPOKKOB JKPATh.

l'onroBa ¢ meHTarpamMmoM 3axoxoTara cuAbHee. M1 Eaena
YyTh CABIIIHO OyPKHYAQ B OTBET:

— Emié s >xe m BUHOBAaTa... Ko3éa.



