«[Tomorure!.. Cnacure!.. Kapaya, norepsacs!» — Ha BCIO TyH-
APY OPET, B3bEPOUIUBIINCH €KUKOM, PBI)KUN HEB3PAYHBIN KOTHUIII-
Ka. OpéT, B300paBLINCh HA AOCKY, KOCOOOKO TOpYalllyto U3 HaMETa
CHera, ¥ HaKPeIKO BIENUBIINCEH YeTHIPEMS AallaMU B AepeBo. To
HaAEXAQ, TO OTUasTHUE CABIIIATCS B €T0 y’Ke OXPUIIIIEM TOAOCeE...
U emié nosslille 3a0parcsd KOTUK, MOJKET, YBUASATCS 3HAKOMBIE Me-
CTa, OT30BETCS KTO; 3aMOAYAA, IPUCAYIIAACS — THUXO; U KaK 3allu-
LUIAT IPOH3UTEABHO U JKaAOOHO, 3aAPOJKaB BCeM TeAblleM! SHTap-
HBIE TAQ3EHKM TapaljaTrcsa BO BCe CTOPOHBI. YIIKUA TO MCIIyTaHHO
IPUKUMAFOTCS, TO TOIIOPIIATCS, YyTKO B3APAruBasi OCTPEHbKUMU
KOHYMKaMHM, CTapasch YAOBUTH 3HAKOMBIN TSKEABIM 3BYK IIaroB
HUAU XOTBb roroc. HeT, He cAbIXaTh... TUXUM IIeAeCT CHeTa Ad IIPO-
TUBHBIY, IyTAIOIIMUI CKpesKeT 0OAeAeHEeABIX KyCTOB UBHSIKA APYT O
Apyra. M BeTpa HeT, a CKpUIIAT 4ero-To...

C noagaca Backka opaa HaACAAHO, AO XPHUIIOTHI, MBITASICH AO-
3BATbCS XO3sMHA. Hu MaMbl, HU OpaTbeB, HU CECTEP He IOMHUA
Prokuii. Bcex eMy 3aMeHUAO OrpPOMHOe Iaxydyee, B HEIIOHATHOM
mepcTy, cyijecTBo. lllepcTh 3Ta y HEro HMOCTOSSHHO MEHSAACH!
TO OAHQ, TO ApyTasl, To KOAlo4asi, To Iaxydas. [Tyraacd moHadany
Bacpka, IPHUHIOXHUBAACS HACTOPOJKEHHO, a IIOTOM IPUBHIK. Bce
APYTHe 3aIlaxy COAIPHBIN AYX €T0O XO3sgHMHa IepebuBaeT. UTo OB
OH HU HaAeA, KaK Obl HU BBEITASIAEA, Y3HAB, 3a BepCTy PhUKuUN He-
CEéTCs K HeMY: XBOCT TpyOOI, Ha IIA€YO IIPbITaeT.

Ho muororo Bacekka Bcé >ke He IIOHMMAeT. BOT Kak MO>XHO
€CTb BCSIKYIO APSIHBb M He eCThb BKYCHIONIUX MblnIei? CKOABKO pa3
IPUHOCUA XO3SHUHY KUPHYIO OTOOPHYIO MBIIIKY — TOABKO KPHK
A& PyraHb. 3allyABHET B OKOIIKO, IIOTOM UIIX €€, a CaM PyKH MOe€T.



Ayunie 6 PeKeMy 4allKy IMOMBIA. YJK O4€Hb CTPOTMM XO35WH: TaM
He IIpbITall, TYyT He NHCal, 3TO He PBU. A caM TaKoU IpsA3HyAdl..
Baroanie Aast Boabl He cioAocHET. CTyXHeET Bopa — Ae3eT Bacbka
B BepAPO. OCKOAB3HYAUCE OCTPBIe KOTOTKU O JKeAe30, YIIaA B BOAY
KOTHK... OP-p, XOAOAHO ¥ MOKpPO. Y!.. mpoTuBHO. Hepento moxxeT
3aCKOpPy3Aasl OT CTapoy nuiny BachbKWHA Yalllka II0A CTOAOM CTO-
ATh — XO35IMHY XOTh OBl uTO! Hy pazBe MOKHO M3 TaKON IIOCYABI
KyuaTb? CaM-TO He HaAOXKUT cebe BKYCHOTO, AYLUIUCTOTO 6opiia
B TPSI3HYIO, HEMBITYIO TapeAKy. Bacbka mpoBepsia. ATOOUT KOTUK
B OTCYTCTBUHU APYTra Ha CTOAE, CPEAM IOCYABL, Ta3eT, IOAEKATh,
0COOEHHO €CAM COAHBIIIKO Yepe3 OKHO mpurpeBaeT. TOABKO ocTe-
peraTbCst HaAO, YBUAUT U HAUHET rypeTh: «Hy uTo pasaéres, aexxe-
Ooka? Vau elib, He BOIIM, MOPAY He BOPOTH... Emib, roopro! Ctoa
He TBo€ MecTo. Knii! [Tpuseay IToakaHa, BOT OH TeOe MOAAACT, OH
TeOs OBICTPO K IOPIAKY IPUYYUT...»

IToakaHa PeIKII BUAEA — 3a0eran OT cocepel, KOrAa OCTaACs
OAMH, C TOAOAY UYTh He CAO0X. DTOT [ToAKaH IOX0>K Ha CTONTaHHLIN
APAHBIN BAAEHOK, BAATIOIUNCS ITOA KPOBATHIO. TOABKO €I11€ AdeT U
KycaeTcsl 04eHb OOABHO. Aa OAO0X MHOTO.

AezeT PrDKUM CO CTOAQ, MYpPABIUET paccepykeHHO. Hy Kak
IIOACKAa3aTh OECTOAKOBOMY: «BOT BEIMOU 4allleuKy, CIIOAOCHU, U 4
noxaebalo ¢ YAOBOABLCTBUEM OOPIIeUKa, U UTOO KyCOUeK Msica I0-
moctHeln» ?2.. Tepnut Backka A0 TTOCAEAHETO. Y>K KOTAQ T'OAOA CO-
BCeM AOIIEUET, TOPAAHS Ha BCIO M30YIIKY, UAET ecTh. He moHUMaeT
XO39UH AYLIEBHBIX II€PE’KUBAHUNU UMCTIOAU-KOTQ, MOJKET Tallod-
KOO 3aIlyCTHUTb.

A caM Ae>XUT, PAaCKUHYB YCBI, CMOTPUT Ha KAKOU-TO SIIUK.
LIymMuT Tam 4TO-TO, MEUETCsI, HO He MBIIIY, U MBIIIaMU AdsKe He
nmaxHeT. LleAbIil AeHb MOJKET MPOAEXKaTh TaK X0359uH. [ToXxoyke, Kak
Bacbka y HOpkY, cTopo>kuT. CocTpapaeT PeXKU: cTapblil KOT €ro
XO349WUH, HEAOBKUH, A€HUBBIU yJKe, M HIOX COCeM IIAOXOH, HeT B
SAMTUKe HUKAKOU MBI, Ho He moHmMMaeT, AeKUT, CTOPOXUT. O06-
HIOXaA AayKe, 00CAeAOBaA ATOT AWK PhI>KUM, U He pa3 3TO Ipo-
AEABIBaA, AEMOHCTPUPYST XO35IMHY OECIOA€3HOCTDH €ro AeKaHUSI.
A tor KoTa TOHUT: He Memati! KOTHK mTOKa3bIBaA, TAe CTOPOKUTH
HoAaraeTcs, oadaca CUAEA Ha KyXHe Y ABIPDKH B IIOAY: MOA, BOH
KyAd CMOTPETh HAAO, LleAoe KPBICMHOE THe3A0 TaM. XBOCT IIOAO-
SKHUA, YCBI OT yCePAUS HaBOCTPHUA, IAA30M 3aCTBHIA: YUUCH, OECTOA-
KOBBIH, ¥ TOMOTY — ABIPKa MaAeHbKast, He AOCTaTh KPLIC PLIReMy.
A X035MH, 3A0POBHAQ TaKOM, ABUHYA BacbKy OCTOPO’XKHO HOTOM:
«Yero pasaércs, anentsaii? VMawm umu muieti!» Het, coceM crapbiit



KOT, ! yCBI O0OraThle, M1 OOABIION, U CUABHBIH, a YK YyTh-4yTh C I'O-
AOBOM He B mopsiake. Ho 0XOTUTCS XOPOTIII0: MsICO CBe>Kee He BBIBO-
MUTCS, pbIOKa CBesKas OblBaeT. MIHOTAQ MOAOUKA CAQAKOTO M3 OaH-
KU HaABET U 003aTeAbHO UCIOPTUT — C BOAOM pas3MelllaeT; caM
Obl nonuA... OripkaeT Bacbka.

Ox!.. PBKUM IPUHUK K AOCKe, TOPECTHO B3BBIA. Kpyrom — Ge-
Aoe 0e3MOABHE, ITYCTO U I'YAKO, KaK B OOABIION O0UKe, B KOTOPYIO
COPBAACS AIOOOTIBITHBIM KOTHUIITKA — MOYYAUAOCH, UTO MBIIITKY Ha
AHe IiebapiiaT. Haiéa oH TaM OT MBIIIEK CCOXIIMEeCs IMIKYPKU.
A PpDRUM elné MaAeHBKUM TOTA@ OBIA: AO ITOAOBMHBI OOYKH AO-
HIPBITHET U BHU3 — Opsk! U cTpaliiHo eMy, ¥ OAUHOKO OBIAO, HO BCE
PaBHO He TaK, Kak cenuac. TaM 3amnaxu popHBIe KPyroM, IIOPOXU
3HAaKOMEIe, IIOTOM I'OAOC X03sauHa: «Bacbka! Perkuit! The rae? ThI
rAe, AypuAa?» Halléa, yCABIIIaa ero MUCK, BBITAITHA, CIIPSTAA TTOA
MBIIIKOM; KaK TaM XOPOIIO OBIAO, TETIAO, MaMKOM MaxAo0. PriKuht
TOYHO 3HAET, 4TO Tak IlaXHeT MaMOH.

A Teniepb uTo pAeAaTh?! Oxpull Bacbka OT KpUKa, HO HET X034-
WHAa, He BeIpydyaeT. M XOAOAHO OUeHb, YIIKU IIUIAET, AAIIKUA MEP3-
HyT. IlepeObupaeT PbDKUM AalKaMy, IIAAKATh IIepecTan, AyMaTb
Hadan, CMOTPUT IIO CTOPOHAM, M eCThb yKe xoueTcs. ITolreBeann
ycaMu: BPOAE MBIIIKOY ITaxHeT. [ASTHYA BHU3 TIOA AOCKY: HU ABIPOY-
KU, HU TPOIIKY, He ITYPIIUT HUKTO. [TOAHSIA TA@3a: HeAAAEKO Ilerast
Kyda CTapbIxX AOCOK. MoskeT, TaM? Pa3, pa3 — IIOAHSIB XBOCT, Ilepe-
HIPBITHYA TyAQ. Aa!l.. 3anax KpenKui, TENABIHN, TAe-TO COBCEM PIAOM
MBIIIKH. BacbKa npobeskancs oA AOCKaMU — HET, He BUAAQTh. BrI-
Ae3 HaBepx — yX, XoropHO! ByMm, O6yMm, OyMm... KTo-To ckadeT. PhI-
KUY IOPKHYA IIOA KYCOK pyOepoupa. Hepaneko, Hy coBceM psapoM,
OCTaHOBUACS, IIPUCEA Ha 3aAHUE OOABIIYIIINE AAIIBI OEAOCHEKHBIN
VIIACTBIN 3BEPEK. YIIU CTOAOMKOM, YCBI C MOPAOYKON — TyAQ-CIO-
A3, TyA@-CIopa. Bacbka — oueHb AI0OO3HATEABHBIN KOT, BEICYHYACS
U3-TI0A AOCKH, CTAapasiCh [IOAYUIIIe PA3TASIAETh AMKOBUHHOTO 3Bepsl.
Bpoae kak Ha BacbKy IOXOXK, yChl OCOOEHHO. A TOT BAPYT YIIN
AAMHHBIE TIPUJKaA Ad KaK CKAaKHET! — M HeT HUKOTO, TOABKO IIBIAD
CHe>XHasl NICKOPKaMM CepeOpUTCsI B MOPO3HOM BO3AYXeE.

Ox! YTo K OH TaK UCITyTaAcs, BOH BeAb KaKOM OOABIIION, BABO-
€M JKUTb BeCceaee, MOJKET, M AOPOr'y AOMOM IToKa3aa Orl. [1o Bcemy
BUAAQTH, MECTHBIM KOT...

Bacbka 1 caM He IIOHSA, KaK 3TO IOAYYHAOCH: IIPBI — U B 3Y-
0ax y Hero CAaAKO 3aXpycTeAa MBIIIWHAS TYIIKa. BCé A0 Kpoleu-
KM coOpan Perkuii, Bce KalleAbKU KPOBU Ha TpaBe 00AM3aA. AKKY-
PaATHEHBKO YMBIACS U 3aTPYCTHA.



Ha panexo 3apAyMBEIBATh KOTHK €IIé He YMEA, €CTh II0Ka He XO-
TEAOCH, @ IIOCIIaTh, IOAPEMATh y TEIIAON IIeYKu — camoe 6 BpeMs.
IMonpoGoBaa MpoAe3Th HopaAbllle B Aocku. Dy, Kak xoroaHo! Tpa-
Ba JKECTKasl, KOAIOYasi, AOCKU CTBIABIE, TBEpPABIe. OnaTh Prikuit
3allAdKaA, IIoAe3 Ha BOATO. [ToHIOXaA BO3AyX — BpPOAe MaxHeT CTa-
PBIM ABIMOM, JKMABEM KaKUM-TO. HEeAOBEUECKOTO HET, HO ABIM UAU
rapb ChIpas, TSDKEAAst BUCUT B BO3AyXe. UyAUTCS UTO-TO POAHOE,
3HAKOMOEe B €€ MPOTOPKAOCTU. KOTUK OCTOPOKHEHBKO IIOIIEA TI0
BE3AEXOAHOMY CAEAY B CTOPOHY 3alaxa. HeyaOOHO MATH: KOMKH
TBEPAOTO CHera ObIOT AAIIKY, a II0 IIeAWHEe CTPAIIHO — AYX TaM CO-
BCEM Uy’>KOU, He3HAKOMBIN. TyT IIPUBBIYHO IIaXHET JKEAEe30M, CO-
ASIPOM, TOPEAOU PE3MHOH, U eIlé He CUeCTb CKOABKO OAM3KUX, 3a-
MAIINCTHIX, POAHBIX IIPUMET.

PrkuM ucnyraHHo 3aBepellan, OPOCUACT Ha CIHHY: OTPOM-
Hasg TeHb CKOAb3HYAQ 110 HEMY, UCYe3Aa B CHeKHOM OeausHe. He
BHAA U He IIOHMMAas, KTO HallaA Ha HEero, HO MHCTUHKTUBHO YyB-
CTBYSI CMEPTEABHYIO OIACHOCTD, BachbKa rMraHTCKUMU IPBIKKAMU,
He pa3bupast AOPOI'H, IOMYAACS TYAQ, TAE, KaK eMy Ka3aA0Ch, IIax-
Ao ciacenueM. Y ongaTh cpaboTar MHCTUHKT: HEIIOHATHOE YyBCTBO
Opocuro BachkKy, paCTOIBIPUBIIErO AAIbl 1 OllepUBIIEro KOI'TH,
Ha CIMHY. B 3TO pa3 oH yclieA 3aMeTUTh, KTO HallapaA Ha Hero,—
orpoMHas O0eaas IIOASIpPHAs COBa.

Crapa, onbITHA IITUIIA U IIOKA HE TOAOAHA: UTO AAS Heé PrI-
SKUNM? — APaHbIM KOTUIIKE, IIOUTPATh C 3TUM AUCEHKOM XOTEAq,
1103a0aBUTHCS, HO, HEOKUAAHHO IIPOMaXHYyBIINCh, PACCEPAUAACD.
CTaAbHBIMU KOTTSIMHU-TIAABIIAMHU Bpa3 AOMaAa IIelHble T03BOHKHU
3auIy. Amuca U Iecel oT y>kaca oOOMHpaAH, 3aMeTHB OIPOMHYIO
OTULNy. A 3Ta pb’Kag 3BepIOIIKa pa33ajopHuAa cTapyro. bricTpa,
KOHEYHO, ¥ IPOBOPHA, HY Pa30K IIPOMaxXHYyAACh, Ad AQAHO, 4eTo
ce0s1 KOPUTH, He yIAd AOBKOCTH 3Be€PbKa.

Emé pa3 OecLIyMHO 3aXOAMAA XUITHUIIA Ha BackKy, yBepeH-
Has B CBOUX CHAAX. AOAS CEKYHABI, MTHOBEHHE — U COMKHYTCS B
CMepTeAbHOM XBaTKe e€ KOI'TU Ha 3arpuBKe PhbIXKero He3HaKOM-
11a... ¥ ONATh IpoMaxHyAach. Kak? HemoH4THO... Ycleaa YBUAETH
TAKOrOo JKe IIBeTa M pa3pesa, Kak U y He€, raasa. CoBceM pasbsapu-
AQCh IepHAaTas XUIHUILG, O0e3 MOATOTOBKU, HE OCMOTPEBIINUCEH, B
TPETHUM pa3 CIIUKUPOBaAa Ha APAaHOT'O AUCEHKA.

U onaTh B IOCAeAHEe MI'HOBEHUE HEOJKUAQHHO yIlaAd 3Ta 3Be-
pIOIIKA Ha CHUHY, CTPAIIHO 3alllMIleAd, CTPEMUTEABHO 3aMaxXaAa
AQIlaMU, TAa3a SHTAPHBIM 3ABIM CBETOM TaK IIOABIXHYAH, UTO COBE
AaJKe JKYTKOBATO cTaao. [ITuila TS>KeAo OIyCTHMAACh Ha CTapyro



OOYKY, BO3MYILEHHO 3allléAKANa KAIOBOM, CEPAUTO 3ayxana. Pel-
KUY 3BEPEK MEKAY TeM IOPKHYA B OKHO OXOTHUYbEU N305I.

Crapast cupenAd, AyMana, 03apaurAa e€ 9Ta pbiKas AMCHYKA!
BPOAE TaKasi MeAOUb, a He UCITyTarach OTPOMHOM COBBI, ¥ KOI'TH Ha
Aallax OllacHble, UX OCTPhIE IIUABIA 3aMEeTUTD yCIleAd — HU y KOT'o
B TYHApe TakKux HeT. «ByAy cTOpOXuThb,— pelinra coBa.— Ilo
BCeM IIPU3HAKaM, 3BePEK MICO AFOOUT: KOI'TH U 3yOBI-TO AAS UeT0?
He TpaBy >keBaTb. Huuero, BEIMAET Ha OXOTY, MbILIEN, AeMMHHIOB
B AOMUKE ITI0eCT U K AOCKaM IIOAE3€eT, TYT-TO 5 €T0 U IIOACTEPETY...»
Tepnenus y MaTEpPOU, ONBITHOW XUITHUIBI AOCTATOYHO, 'Ad3 elé
oi Kakou 30pkuil. CoBa MOAHSINACH, OOAeTeAd CBOIO BOTYUHY: II0O-
PSAOK eCTb MOPSIAOK. PhI>Kas 3BepIOIIKa Ha HEAEAIO, a TO ¥ OOABIIIe
CIIPSTYETCS, CIIOKOMHO MOJKHO 3aHSATHCS IIPOMBICAOM.

Aeno K BeCHe, KypoIlaTKU CTaMKaMM 3allOpXaAM I10 KycTaM,
TIOYKU TAaABHUKOBBLIE IIEAKAIOT. Ho Haropoauam aAByHorue, 6ec-
COBECTHBIE, 3a00POB U3 TaABHUKOBBIX BETOUYEK, B HUX BOPOTIIA C
NIPOBOAOYHBLIMU MAM AECKOBBLIMU IIETASIMU YCTPOUAU. AecaTKaMu
TAyIIBIEe A€3YT TYAQ, Oe3AbIXaHHEBIE B IIETASIX OCTAIOTCS, BOT Tebe u
BCs 0XOTa — €eIIb OT IIy3a.

A Temephb 3a00Ta MareHBbKasi, HO MeIllaeT — pbIXKas HeIpo-
IIeHasi 3BePIOIIIKa MTOSIBUAACH B €€ BAAASHUSIX. 3aHEePBHUYAAO, 3a-
0eCIIOKOUAOCH €€ Oenoe BeArmdecTBO. [IpHAETCSa moAyMaTh, paso-
OpaThCs II0 3TOMY CAyUalo U IPUHATE peliieHue. Ecau 1o crapocTu
IpOMaxu AeAdeT — 3TO OAHO, OT CTApOCTHU He yOe KHUIllb. A BAPYT
3BEPIOIIKa OUeHb XUTPa U U3BOPOTAUBA? TakK TeM NpUsATHEE C HEeHN
COBAAAATh.

C IpOXOASAIIETO Be3AeX0Aa, HaBEPHOE, OTCTaA 3BEPEK, raphb
BOHIOYAs y’Ke 0CeAd B MOPO3HOM BO3AYXe, TYT OCTaHABAUBAAUCK,
TYyT MY’KUKM HacTaBHUAU IleTeAb. M cralika 6eAOCHEKHBIX TaAo-
BOK, IIO’KAAYHMCTa, Kak 3BaAM UX... IOMETEAN, PACCHIIAaAUCD, Pas-
OpEeAuCh I10 UyTh CEPOBATOMY IIOATASIBIIIEMY CHeErY. ABe MOAOABIX,
TAYIBIX CYHYAM CBOM I'OAOBEHKU B A€CKOBBIM CUAOK U IIOIIAAUCH,
TPeNbLIXaloTCs Teleph... I-xe-xe!

AO0CaAAUBO IOKPSIXTEB, COBA CAETEAd C OOYKU K TOPOAKY, CTYK-
HYB MOIITHBIM KPIOYKOBATHIM KAIOBOM KYPOIIQTKy B FTOAOBY,— 3a4eM
MYYUTLCS OepHATe? — CXBATHUAA €€ KOI'TSIMU U BMeCTe C IIeTAEH U
IIAaAOYKOU B3MBIAA B BO3AyX. OHA y>Ke IPUCMOTPeAd HEAAAEKO OT
Pa3BaAIOXM KPEIKYIO CTapPyO0 AUCTBEHHUILY, HAAEKHO yCEeAdCh Ha
BeTKe. «Huuero, MUABIH, 1 XOTh U He TaKas AOBKasi, 3aTO TEePIEeHUs
Y MeH4 XBaTUT Ha AeCATh TaKUX OBICTpbIX». [Tuilla pgaoM, Tyaa-cro-
A@ — U OIISITH COBa CUAWT Ha AepeBe C KypPOIIaTKOM! B KOI'TSIX.



Ho, Hapo ckazaTh, mpe3upana crapast XUIITHUTIA TaKOW CIIOCOO
OXOTBI, U CTBIAMAQ ce0si: 6eCUecTHO 3TO M HEXOPOIIIO, AQAHO YK 3TH
ABYHOTHUe, TAYTIble OHH, He IIOHUMAaIOT IPHUPOABL. BeAb BOT 11 OHa Kak-
TO TI0 MOAOAOCTH BCIO BECHY ITOAB30BaAACh AOOBIUEH B METAIX U TaK
o>KHpeAa U 0OAEHUAACH, YTO UyTh HEe CAOXAA OT TOAOAQ, KOTAQ TOPOA-
KU pacTasrd. Aake 110 OOABHOMY 3aM4uIIKe IpoMaxuBarachk. Cel-
4ac ycrokauBana cebd TeM, 4TO TaKasi 0X0Ta Hy>KHa AT Aena. Ho mo-
HUMana: AyKaBHT B Aylie. HyBCTBOBaAa: CTapeTh CTaAg; a IOTOM, KaK
YAOOHO BCE JKe: He MOTalNCs IIeABIMU AHSIMU Ha) TYHAPOU, He IIOPTH
TAa3a, BBIMCKMBAs MBIIIMHYIO CTPOUKY, 1 HEe CUAU YacaMH, 3aMepeB,
B OJKMAQHUM 3TOTO KOMOYKA JKMBOH IAOTH. .. HA pa3 KAIOHYTh — COBa
CEPAUTO LIEAKHYAQ KAIOBOM,— U TaK BCIO AOATYIO IIOASIPHYIO JKU3Hb.

CoBceM pacCTPOUBIINCE, CTapas PEIIUA], YTO IIOCACAHUN pa3
AeraeT cebe TOOAAXKKY, @ TO COBCEM OT PYK OTOOLETCS €€ parioH:
OOAbHBIE KyPOIIATKHU yJKe eCThb, MBIIIel pa3BeAOCh BUAUMO-HEBU-
AnMo. Ox! HuKakoM IOAB3EI OT ATUX AIOAUIIIEK, BCE IePEeBEePHYAH,
BCE [I0-CBOEMY IOCTaBUAU. U 3TOT PBIXKUH, 3TO OHU OCTABUAU... He-
HMOHATHO 3aueM. Ho Ha BCAKUU cAydall yOpaTh ero ¢ TEppUTOPUN
HAAO — Uy KOM, HENOHATHBIN 3Bephb! MoskeT, 00Ae3HB KaKyIO Ayp-
HYIO 3Bepiora 3aHeceT. CUAUT COBa, MBICAUT.

A Bacbka yepe3 BBIOMTOE OKOIIKO BAETEA B M30YIIKY U B
y>Kace HBIPHYA B TEMHBIU yTroA. [Top Hapel 3a0UACS, 3aTUX, YYTKO
IPUCAYIINBASACH K 3ByKaM CHapy>ku. Ho AOATO At0OOGO3HATEABHBIN
KOTHUIIIKA He BBICHAeA. MecTo He3HaKoMoe, MHTepeCHOe, HOBBIX
3aI1aX0B HEBO3MOJKHO CKOABKO. BC€ mHTepecHO...

OCTOpPOKHO BBIAE3 U3 TPAllbsl U MyCOpPQ, He cIlellla OOOIIEA
CBOE TPUCTaHUIIE, TIaTeABHO BCE IMMPOHIOXAA, KOe-TAe U AQIIKOU
moTporaa. Xo3siMHOM He axHeT. YeAoBeueCKUM, HO Uy>KUM TSHeT.
OmnpeAeAnA, 4TO MBIIIEH, II0 BCeMy, TyT MHOTO. TOABKO y’K OUeHb
HEYIOTHO, XOAOAHO. XOpPOIIO XOTh CHera HeT U He AYyeT, ABepb
IAOTHO NPHUKPEBITQ, KPall CTEKAA B OKOIIKe YyTh OTOUT, B HEro u
HIMBITHYA Bacbka. CHe)KKa HaAyAO Ha MOAOKOHHUK, @ Tak, II0XO-
>Ke, AABHO AOMHUK ITycTyeT. [leuypKa >Keare3Hasd eCTh, U3 Heé raphlo
Ha BCIO OKPYTY U TSHET, IOAHA 30ABL. BOT I'Ae TeIAo, eCAU pa3sKeub,
KoHeuHO. He ymeeT PrUKuit 310 pAeraTh. E€-To U moTporaa Aamou:
ox! Y>kac kakas XonopHass. OO6Aa3UA YTABL M 3aKOYAKK. MEliei!..
3amnax!.. ApliaTh HeBO3MO>KHO. Hy, ueM 3aHATbCS? AeTaroias
3BepIora AAAE€KO, B MaA€HBKYIO ABIDOUKY €11 He IIPOA€3Th, OllacaTh-
ca Hegero. Aymaa Backka OTAOXHYTB, IPUCMOTPETh, TAE IIOMATYe
U TOoTellAee, HO YK OUYeHb HArAO KTO-TO Ie0apIIUA B YTAY TEM-
Horo tamOypa. Uepe3 naTe MUHYT 3a0aBASAACS PBIKUU TOACTOH,



SKUPHOU MBIIIBIO. XOTh C BUAY U HEAOBKAas, OOABIIEe Ha KPOTa I10-
X0’Ka, 9yTh He IlalHyAa BacbKy 3a HOC oCcTphIMU pe3iiaMu. OueHb
arpeccuBHas MBIITKA OKa3aAach: 3aBepellaB IPOH3UTEALHO, Ilepe-
BepHyAach Ha CIIMHY — U Ha Pukero. KoT ak Ha XBOCT IIpUCEA, HY
TOUb-B-TOYb KakK IIOAUaca Ha3a) OH OT COBBI OTOHMBAACS.

He nos3Boana cebe Bacbka pacTepsiTbCsS: TOABKO A€MMUHT, a
5TO OBIA OH, COOPAACS IOPKHYTE B HOPKY — 1jamn!.. ero Peixuii mmo-
TIepEéK TYAOBHIIA, TUCHYA ITIOKpeITUe, 3a IIef0 IIepexXBaTUA, ITOAEP-
>Kaa, CEPAUTO ypUua U OTASIABIBASICH: HE IIOAXOAN, MOA. Aa KOMY TYT,
B TAKOM CBUPETION XOAOAMHE, ¢ BacbKOM cOlmepHUYATh?

Hawurpancs PeDKUM BAOBOAB: M1 OPOCaA MBIIIKY BBEPX, M KaTaa
AQIIOY 110 IIOAY, 11O HapaM IIpbITaA ¢ Hel,— 3a0bIACS, TA€ OH U 4TO C
HuM. [TopHArHaA alIeTUT, aKKYPAaTHEHBKO CAOIIAA AeMMUHTIA, OOU-
XOAWA Ce0sT U, MOTSIHYBIIUCH, OTIIPABUACS Ha IOWCKUA XOPOIIETro
HouAera. TpsAnbg Ha HapaxX XBaTaAo0. Aake MOAYIIIKA ITyXoBasd ObIAQ,
paszoapaHHast MBIIIIaMU — [IePo B 'HE3Aa TacKaau. Ho MHOTO 1 ocTa-
AOCB: MaTpac ApaHbI¥ BaTHBIN, KyCKH BATHOI'O OAesird. Bacbka BIIOA-
He y>Ke OCBOHACS Ha HOBOM MecTe. A@ U YTO OT HEeCMBIIIAEHBIIIA
JKAATh? BoceMb MecsIeB KOTy, YMUIIIKA 9yTh-4yTh — PeOEHOK: JKe-
AYAOK YCIIOKOUA, OT COBBI CIIPSAATAACSI — U AOBOAEH. Telleph IlepeBa-
PUTH BCE 3TO, MECTEYKO ITIOYKPOMHEN AQ IIoMsATrYe HauTUu. PEITbCS B
TpsnKax Bacbka IpuydYeH: 4aCTEHbKO, CIIacasiCh OT XOAOAQ, Ae3 TTOA,
OAESIAO K CBOEMY XO34UHY, Y TENIAOT0 60Ka I'peAcs. BoT u TyT — IoA-
CYHYA MOPAY I1OA Kpail KaKOM-TO PBaHU U IIOAe3. AOATO A@3UA, ITOKa
He HallléA yAOOHOE MeCTO: HUTAE He AyeT, BHU3Y MATKO, CO BCeX CTO-
PoH MArKo. IToTom Backka ITOHSA, YTO B IOAYIIKY 3aAe3, B IIyX 3a-
PBIACS], CBEPHYACS KAAQUUKOM, IIPUTPEACS U YCHYA.

Kot ycriokounacs, a BCé HaceaeHue U30YIIKU TOABKO U JKAAAO
3TOTO MOMEHTQ, 3alllypIIaA0 II0 BCEM yIAaM, 3aCKpPebAO, 3aCyeTH-
AOCh. TaM IPBI3ET KTO-TO CTapoe I'yCUHOEe KPBIAO, TYT MOCOA OAEHS
KTO-TO IIBITAeTCs TAlUTh. Hapo AyMaTh, BHEC HEHYKHYIO CyMaTo-
Xy B IPUBBIYHBIA MUD OOUTaTeAel n30ymku Pekuii Baceka. CaM
CIIUT, @ HAPOA CYETUTCS, 3aIachl IpsIUeT.

BoabIas moAsspHasi coBa CHAUT B 9TO BpeMsI Ha AepeBe, TepIie-
HueM bor He oOuAeA, ChITQ, TenIAO opeTa. CAETUT K CUAKAM, COPBET
KypoIaTKy, K ce0e INOAHUMET KU CKyOaeT IIOTHUXOHBKY KPENKUM
KAIOBOM. «XOTb 4 U cTapas, HO yMHas, )KU3Hb HEIIPOCTYIO IIPOKU-
AQ: BBIAE3€Ib, PBIXKUI HEIIPOILIEHBIU TOCTh,— HAKaKy HACMePTh».
Y>Ke U HepeAsl, U BTOpasi, U TPEeThsl IPOIIAa — He yAeTaeT XUII-
HUIIa, TePIEeAUBO KAEST. Ho 1 KOT He Ae3eT Hapy’Ky — HaBepHOoe,
MBIIIe) B AOMUKE MHOT'O.



Ho Bacbke y>ke He IPOCTO €CTh XOYEeTCA: MBIIIU M A€MMUHTH
WAU TOIPATAAUCH, UAU IIOABEA OH UX, @ MOJKET, OCTOPOKHee CTa-
AU. Buepa nnepeKycua MaAeHbKOM, CETOAHS A€KUT B TEIIAOM I'HEBAE,
IPBI3ET IIYyCTOE I'yCMHOE KPBIABIIIKO. YIIKH Y HEro OOAAT, 3arHy-
AUCB, OCTPBle KOHUMKHU 00BUCAU. OX KaK X04eTCsa PbIKeMy KyIlaTs.

Csaper Bacbka Ha IIOAOKOHHMK, BOKAEAEHHO CMOTPHUT Ha
IIePHATOr0 XUIMHUKA. 11 4eM TOAOAHEN KOT, TeM AOABIIE CUAUT
Ha OKOIIIKe, AyMaeT, KaK eMy y3HaTh, OTKyAa KpblAaTas 3Bepiora
NITHUYEK TacKaeT. XodyeT PIKUM ITOA AepeBO cOeraTh, TaM BKYCHBIX
KOCTel, HaBepHOE, BaAdeTCs y>Ke MHOI'O, BUAHO, KaK I1epo Ad KpbI-
Abg ITapatoT BHU3. Ho Kak ycneTb? XOTb U PSIAOM A€PEBO, METPOB
TPUALIATH-COPOK, HO COBa — XUIITHUK OECIIYMHBIN, TAQ3aCThIN U
onacHbN. [ToMmHUT Backka e€ cTpaltHbIi KAIOB 1 KOI'TH, ITepep TAa-
3aMM MeAbKaBIIIHe: cllallaeT — He BhIpBelllbcs. [IoHnMaeT, 4To ero
MMOAJKMAQET CcTapasi, 3a HUM OXOTUTCH.

Hy a Ta Harotose, >KAET: IOpa PhI)KeMY 3BEPHKY Ha OXOTY BHI-
OeraTb,— IIOCepbE3HeAd. Aa U CAydall MIOABEPHYACS HEIYTEBBIY,
HeNPUATHBIN — pa3bsapuAach cTapas He Ha IITyTKY. BelTaniyuaa ona
U3 IeTAU Tpelellyllylo JKUBYIO KypOIaTKy, IIOAHeCAd K cebe Ha
cyk. [Toka coBa MOCTHAACH, Ta U3 KOI'TUCTOU AAIbl BEIBEPHYAACH
U — nopx! — B CTOPOHY AOMHUKA, AQ UyTh Bachbke He B OKOIIKO.
ToT pbKel MOAHMEN HIMBIT Ha YAHUILY Ad [all... ITHIY 3yOaMu 3a
KPBIAO — U IIOA AOMHK. CoOBa raasa BBIITYYHAQ, 3alllEAKaAd KATIO-
BoM: «Hy, BC&, 3TOT0O phIKeMy HarAely He IIPOILy».

A BacbKa 4yTh He AOIIHYA, HO BCIO KYPOIIATKY ChEA, €Ae B ABIP-
Ky IIpoAe3. ABOe CyTOK IlepeBapuBaA. Ha TpeTbu omATb Ha MOAO-
KOHHUK IIPUCTPOUACS. A COAHBIIIKO-TO cBeTUT! ['peet! Temnnro yike,
NUYY)KKU MaAeHbKHE 3aMeAbKaAU, YBBIKAIOT 110 KyCTaM, 10 TaAb-
HUKY, camas 6 oxoTa KoTy. Ho CMAUT HaCylIA€HHO BepbMa cTapas
Ha CyKyY, ¥ BacbKa 3A0 CTOPOKUT €€,

A Ta HemnpocTas ntuna. [TouyBCTBOBaAQ, UTO He COBCEM TAyTIas
U TPYCAMBad 3Ta 3BeproIika. OCTOPOKHUYATEH CTard: OOAETUT CBOM
HaCecCT, IIPeKAE UYeM CeCTb, IIPOBEPUT, He KapayAUT AU €€ PbIKUMN
pa30oMHUK. A KOTHIIIKA IIPUCMOTPEA-TaKU, OTKYAA CTapas Kypolla-
TOK HOCHT, BBICKAKMBAA Ha KPBIITY, CA€AUA 3a ITUllel. [To ckaony
KpyToro 0epera, COBCEM HEAAAEKO,— IOPOAOK M3 BeTOYEeK, 4acCTo-
KOAOM HaOpaH, IIeTeAb Ha IaTbAecaT. [Topanbllne e€ — ellé OAMH,
Ha CTOABKO >XKe. MHOro Kyponauybux TylleK OeareeT BAOAb KYCTHKOB,
mopa ObI U OXOTHUKAM IIPUOLITH, HO AeAd, HaBepHoe, AepKar.

CoBceM KakK-TO Pa3bIAPUACST OT IOAOAQ KOTHUK, AOKAAACH,
KOTAd@ COBa CAeTeAd C HAaCceCTa, M — IIPBIT, IPBIr — K Hel II0A



AepeBo. Kakue TaM KocTu — Imepo nycroe. OX Kak OOAIOTeA
Pookuit! U pomMoi mpsitaThcsa He xoueT. AobOeskaa A0 AOCOK,
ocMOTpeAcss — HeT coBHL. CoBceM PSIAOM 3a00PUYUK TAALHUKO-
BBEIY, U KypPOIATOK B IETASIX Yy BOPOTEI] IPEAOCTATOUHO AESKUT.
Oragnuyacsa Bacbka elné pa3 Ha AOMUK — A@ IIO HACTy K TOPOA-
Ky. Llanm — KypomaTKy, a OHa KakK >keAe3Hasl, MOpO3 BCE JKe, Ad
U HU C MecTa — B IleTae. Aépr, AEpr — He nopBaTh AecKy. OH K
APYTOM MeTHYACH, K TpeThbel... PacTepsacs Peixkuil, MedeTcs IO
TOPOAKY, U130 pTa Iephbs OeAble TOPYaT, TAa3a SHTapHBIM OTHEM
IOABIXAIOT...

BApYT TeHL CTpeMUTeAbHas, 3A0Belllas CBepXy ero HaKphbl-
Aa. Viau AoBok BackKa, MAM pas’kupeaa cTapas OT AAPMOBOH
NUIIU — ABYMS KOITIMU TOABKO CXBATHAA PhDKero 3a maeduo u
ycIeaa BCKOAB3b KAIOHYTH 3@ yXO. BBEIpBaACs KOT, pa3bIpEéHHO
Bepellla, KPOBLIO HANUTHLIBASCH, a elllé Ooabllie 3A0001. CoBa A0-
CAAAMBO B3MaXHyAa OIPOMHBIMU KPEIABIMU: «He YHAEIIL Teleps,
APYIKOK... MOH TBI, He 3psl CTOPOJKMAA». PBaHyAach BBEpX, a KTO-TO
3a HOTY — AEpr Haszap. He nmoHsaa cpady, uro Takoe. OHa OIATH
BBepX, a eé 0e3’Kar0CTHO, rpy0o — BHU3!.

W 3abunrachk KeCTOKas XUIHUIQ, AOMas TOHKHE BETOYKH,
TIOAHUMAsI CHEKHYIO IBIAL. HaMepTBO 0OXBaTHUAA A€CKOBasI IIeT-
ASI KOTTHCTYIO AQIy: He BBHIPBaTh, HEe COPBATh U KAIOBOM He Iiepe-
OUTH — IIPOYHO NIPUBSI3aHa K TOACTOMY TAABHUKOBOMY KyCTy. Bce
IEeTAM K ITaAOYKaM, BOTKHYTBIM B CHET, IPUKPYUYEHEl, a 3Ty Kak
CIIEIIMAABHO €M IPUTOTOBUAU.

PeDKUI, KaK YBUAEA, UTO C €r0 BParoM IIPUKAIOUUAOCE, pPBa-
HYACSI B THEBe, B 3apope 60eBOM Ha MOTYYylO HNTHIY, OT OOAU U
VHIKEHUS BCSIKYIO OCTOPO’KHOCTDL ITOTEepsB. Bijenuacs Toi B ro-
AOBY, 3apaboTaAru KOITHCTBIE AAIbl, KaK CIHILI BEAOCHUIIEAHBIE
MEABKAIOT, IyX U IIePhbs AeTIT OT COBHI.

BricTpo coobpasuaa Ta: «HépT ¢ Hel, ¢ IeTAEH, 3BepIolliKa
pPBDKAst BO CTO KpaT CTPAllHel, He 3ps onacarachk». HecKOABKO
pa3 copackiBara BacbKy B cHeT, pa3a ABa KpeIlko IpUXBaThAa KOTa
KAIOBOM B OOK U B CIIUHY.

U 3auewM, raymeiii, Ae3 B Apaky?.. Cobupall KypolaTok, IIoKa
COBa Ha MPUBS3Y, AQ JKUBU AO A€Ta B CBOE YAOBOABCTBHE. YK Ha
YTOK OXOTHUKHU 003aTEeABHO IIPUEAYT B AOMUK. TaK HeT, BBSI3aACS
B CMEPTEeABbHYIO CXBAaTKy — OOHAEAU €ro, OCKOPOUAH, He 3a0BbIA,
Kak 0e’Kaa OT COBBI B UCITyTe, CAOBHO 3asl,. BeicTe6an Bacbka B Oe-
LIEeHOU SIPOCTH IPOTUBHUIIE TAa3a, NCTeKasi KPOBbBIO, AOOpancs u
AO TOPA@ 3AOAEUKMU.



beéTcsa orpoMHasg, MOry4dass XUIJHHWIA Ha OKPOBABACHHOM
CHETY: BIlepeMelllKy OeAble TIephbs, pbiKas mepcTb. CaM KOT, Kak
KYCOK IIA@M€eHH, TpeIbIXaeTcs Ha Hel.

H3paneka, ¢ Be3pexXopa 3aMeTUAU MY>KUKU: YTO-TO HEIIOHST-
HOe TBOPUTCS Y KypoIlaubero ropoaka. «Auca! CMOTpH, B IIETAIO
BaeTend! 'oun! Beictpeit! Yipér!..»

OrpoMHBIE OOPOAATHIA MY>KHK PAa3MaxHYACS IIPUKAIAOM PY-
XKbsl. Ho He Hy’KHa y’Ke ero momoIb. B 4ecTHOM MoeAVHKe, OAVH
Ha OAMH, opoAeA Peikmii Bacbka CBOIO OOMAUMILY, CBOETO CMep-
TeAbHOro Bpara. MoykeT, He paccuuTara CUA, @ MOJKET, yBepoBaAa
B HEIIOTPELIUMYIO CIIPABEAAUBOCTE IIPUPOABL CYPOBOIo Kpas. Kro
OH, 3TOT PBDKUM HarAell, BTOPIIIMNCS B €€ 6e3pa3AeAbHBIE BAAAE-
Hug? KTo 5TH ero X034€eBa, M YTO AeAAIOT OHU TYT, YCTAHABAUBAS
CBOU MOPSIAKY U 3aKOHBI?..

My>KurHa OCTOPOJKHO IBITAACSI OTOPBaTh PHIXKEro oT COBEHL
A ToT, B 00€BOM 3aA0pe, HUKaK He OTOMAET, He OUYHETCS OT CXBAT-
KU: B KPOBH, B IIEPbSIX BeCh. YIEIIUACS KOITIMU, 3yOaMu B II€I0
HEINOABYMIKHOMU IITUIILI, YPUUT 3A00HO, UyTh He Ha XO3d9KUHa Opoca-
ercd. «Bacs, BaceHbKa, ycnokorcs, pazoornHuk. I'epoii! I'epoiil»
My>KUKU KPyTOM CTOSIT, TOAOBaMM KQ4aloT.

KpacuBasi, BeAmdecTBeHHAs IITUIQ, JKAAKO, YTO TaK IIOAYUH-
AOCh. OTPOMHEBIE KPBIABS 10 CHEI'Y PAaCKUHYTHI, CTPAIIHbIE KOT'TH
4yTh IIOAPAruBalOT, OTPOMHBIE THTAPHEIE TAa3a OeAECOU ITIeA€HOU
3aTAruBaIOTCS. « BO3bMH, UydueAo cAeAdellb, IaMITh OyA€T...»

Perxero 3a nasyxy, COBy OecLiepeMOHHO, I'Py00 3a KPBIAO — U
B Ky30B Be3pexopa. [Toexaan!..

«Bacenbka, mpocTu MeHs, 6ecToAkoBoTO. He porapancst, 9to
TyT TeOsl MOTEePSIAH, BECh IIOCEAOK oOeran. Ayman, Uau cobaku pa-
30APaAy, AU B TOPOA YBE3AU. A ThI BOT Ipe... OX, 6beponraral»

A Proxutt Bacbka 1 He mOHUMaET, 4TO OH 6eponara. CTEpan ¢
PBIXKero KpoBb, CTPAXHYAU IIePbs X BOAOC, BBIAEPHYTBIN KAIOBOM U
KOTTSIMM COBBI U3 KOTUKA, HaMa3aAu paHKU 3eA€HKOMU. BoAbHO, pAa
HeT CUA Y BacbKu CONPOTUBASTLCS; HAMOTaAU OMHTOB IOPY, CYHY-
AU X0351uHY: «beperu, 30A0TOM KOT!»

MypAbI4eT yTpOoOHO, B3aXAE0, 3apPBIBIINCH B TEMIAYIO IIaXy4yIO
nasyxy, Peokuii Bacbka. M1 Bcé oH yrKe 3a0BIA: U XOAOA CTPAILIHBIN,
U COBY HEHABUCTHYIO, U AOMUK, €ro IPUIOTUBIINM. ..

Tatimbip, boabuias Xema



