Bepouka pemuTenbHO HaIBUHYIIA MOTIy0)ke KPaCHYIO MUY ¢ OOJBIINUMH MOJIIMUA U
3aluarajia BoJHyoomend noxonkoi. [lomydanocs Xopoio, TOIBKO ClIMHA cpasy ycrana. M-
TH HaJ0 OBUTO KaK 10 HUTOYKE, IIPH 3TOM IOKaduBaTh OepaMy U 9TOOBI F00Ka TaK... p-pa3
BJIEBO, P-pa3 BIIPaBO, a IOTOM 3aBHBAJIACh BOKPYT KojieHOK. Eme u Tydam Ha xalmyke c
peMenIkamMy, 3T0 MPOCTO Hora Kakasg-To IMOcJe MPUBBIUYHBIX KPOCCOBOK. Bepouka Hanes-
J1ack, 9YTO XOTs OBI IJ1a3a N3-TI0/ MOJIeH MUIAIBI CBEpKaroT cobiasHuTensHo. Ho, mocie Bue-
parrHero Bedepa, HaJex (bl ObIJIO HE MHOTO.

JlBamuare TpH rojia KU3HH MPOKUTO Kak nomnano! He craBuna mepex coGoit menmn —
pa3. He yxaxuBaina 3a cBoeil kpacotoil — n1Ba. He nonbp3oBanach ApeBHEHN KEHCKOM Maru-
el — Tpu. A Bce HOPOBMIJIA BAJIATHCS HA IUBAHE M YATATh KHWKKU MIPO CBHIIIUKOB. TOJIBKO
CBIIIMK C CEJIBIMU BHCKaMH ObUI KpacHB, Oorar, yMEeH M B KHIDKKE, a OHa... J1a, YTO T'OBO-
puts! Ho Buepa MpHUBBIYHBINA X0/ BEIIel HAPYIIFIICS.

Korma yrpoMm Ha paboTe OHa MPUBBIYHO ITypINaNia BXOASIINMHI-UCXOISIIIMH B CBOEM
yIiy, B KaOWHET MPOCKOJIb3HY A 3aBX03 Tamapa MuxaiiioBHa, BCS B KpaCHBIX IMATHAX OT
BOJIHEHUS U, NPHUIAB K IIUPOKOM CNIMHE HAYaIbHUIBl KaHLEJISPUH, 3allenTana € B yXo
CTpAIIHBIM IIETIOTOM, KOTOPBIH ObIT OTYETIIMBO CIBIIIECH JaXKe 3a JaTbHUM CTOJIOM. Y)Kac,
KOIlIMap, Yy AUPEKTPUCH B KAOMHETE 3aBsUT MMOCIEHNI OyKeT XKHBBIX [[BETOB, a yOOpIIHIa,
COBEpIICHHO 0E30TBETCTBEHHAS ypa, HE MPHUBE3Ta C Jauu HOBBIN. U Teneps Hag0 CKUAbI-
BaThCs HA Mara3uHHBIN OyKeT, U OpIcTpee, MO0 — KOHeI| cBeTa! — CTaBHUTh HA CTOJ TOp-
oK ¢ 1Berymed duankoid. @uankoit! Moryyas cimHa He pearnposaia, HO, J0XKIaBIINCH,
KOTJia IenoT ObUI YK€ TOTOB IIepeiiTH B HCTEPUKY, HAKOHEI-TO MOBepHyIachk. HauampHuIa
KaHIemsApuu Muteiimas Bamepus HukonaeBHa Hacnakmanach MaHWKONH Ha Kopabme. U
TOJIBKO JIaB OTYASTHUIO HECYACTHOW JTOWTH HY)KHOW TOYKH, COTJIacujiach B3sITh Ha ceds rie-
PEroBopHI ¢ AUPEKTPUCON O pa3MeIIeHHH — TOJNBKO Ha OJUH JIeHb! — ropuka ¢ Gpuaikoii
Ha MIEPBOM CTOJIE yUPEXKICHUSI.

— He 3nato, He 3Hato, Tamapa MuxaiisoBHa, 4to BBl Oyznete nenats! [Ipsimo et ma-
neie 0e3 Mens. U Ta erie, 0eCTONKOBasI, Kak MOXHO ObLIO OyKkeT He mpuBe3Tu! Yk Ka3aioch
OBl He TIepBEIiA To padoTaeT... B wem nemno, ToI Kyna, Bepa? Bepa!

C Bepoii xak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT M IIPOHM30ILIO HENpusiTHOEe coObTHe. Ee mompocty
CTOLIHMJIO, OHA €]Ba ycmena 1o0exars 10 TyajieTa U 0jaro ere, 4To TOT OKa3aJiCsl He3a-
nepTbiM. OTIONIaCKHMBask PYKH M JIMIO XOJIOJHOM BOIOW, OHA MENAaHXOJIWYHO JTyMalla, u4To ed



BeAb NouTH yaanock. [Toutn. OHa moiydnina HOpMalbHYIO paboTy, MHOTHE JTaKe W 3aBH-
nosany. OHa IpojepsKaiach IeJIoe CIUIIKOM kapkoe jeto. HecMoTpst Ha 3amaxu KOTieT u
KOIMYCHBIX COCHUCOK, JIOTIAIOIUXCA B MUKPOBOJIHOBKE B O6e}16HHBII71 TIIEPEPHIB. He CMOTps Ha
IyXOTy W 3aKJIeeHHbIE cKoTdeM (oproukn. HecmoTps Ha... B 00miem, Kakas pasHHIIA, 9TO
MMEHHO OHa BBIHECJa, €CIIM CedYac OHa CTOUT C MOKPBIM JIMIIOM B TyaJleTe W HE MOXKET
3aCTaBUTH ceOs MOWTH Ha3a] B KaOMHET.

Ho noiitu, koneuno, npunuiocs. Kosutern cuaenu ¢ nbITIMBBIMU JULIaMu, Tamapa Mu-
XalJIOBHA Ha BCSAKUM cllydail 1axke ¢ ocyxxaaromum, a Banepus HukonaeBHa, kak KarnuTaH
MTUPATCKOTO Cy/HA, BCTpeuasia Bepouky ckpecTHB pyKH Ha Ipy/IH:

— Y0 3710, Bepa,— Hagana oHa kKak OBI TACKOBO, HO C HEKOTOPOW 0COOOH WHTOHAIIH-
e#, CynmBIIEH JIOIIPOC ¢ MPHUCTPACTHEM,— YTO-TO Chela Thl MM Kak? Moxer kedup He-
CBEXXUH Ha 3aBTpak nomnuia?

— Her, Bce HopManbHO,— nUCKHYJa Bepa.

— 3HauuT, OepeMeHHas,— 3akmoumiia Bamepus Hukomaesaa.— U Beb TONBKO B3sI-
! Ona yxe n O6epemenHas. Jla, TOYHO BaM rOBOpIO, HAaBEpHsIKA, U YCTpanBaJlach yKe B
nojoxxeHnu. Beex oomanyna! TloHaGepyT Takux-To, a OHM IOTOM B JiekpeT. [la xopoiio
emie 1o aekpera Ovl mopaboTana, a TO 3aJDKET Ha OONBHUYHEIA. A s mpexymnpexnara! ['o-
Bopuina!l A Hama mHe: «OHa He 3aMmyskem»! HauHas.

«Hame#» Banepust HukonaeBHa Ha3bpiBasla JUPEKTPUCY, ONM30CTHIO C KOTOPOU 4pe3-
BBIYAWHO TOPAWIACH, M KaXKABIH 00€ C YHTY3Ma3MOM CEpBHUPOBAIA CTOJ IJISi COBMECTHBIX
00e/10B B ANPEKTOPCKOI1 MozicoOKe.

— Yrto0 HHKAaKMX MHE OOJNBHMYHBIX! — MpHKa3zaja oHa Bepouke, u TyT e MMOBEpHY-
nack k Tamape MuxaiinoBHe: — UTo 3a MOJIOI€XKbB, HY JIHIIH OB HE paboTaTh!

Tamapa MuxailloBHa TYT K€ MOJDKana TyObl, BeIpaXxas OTHOIICHHE YECTHOTO padoT-
HUKa K «TakuM-To». Bepa XoTh 1 Obl1a yBepeHa, 4To He OepeMeHHa, HO... HO BApyr? Bapyr
OHM TIpaBbI? BOH Benb Kak BCe CXOANUTCS y HUX. JleHCTBUTENBHO, U PHUIILIA Ha paboTy He-
JIaBHO, 1 TOLIHWIIO B TyaleTe, M He 3aMmyxeM oHa. OHa mocmoTperna Ha Banepuro Hukomna-
€BHY ITOYTH C UCITyTOM:

— A MOXHO MHE... 32 cBo# cuetr? JleHs... 1Ba. J[Ba MOXHO?

— Ha yder BcTaTs? — A0rasanach MHOTOONBITHAS HadaJbHUIA,— HY, ITUIIHN 3asBJIC-
Hue Ha fBa JqHs. [loxnumry cama y Hameil. Mnu ceituac npsmo! Cuutaii, cerogss He mpu-
xoauiaa. CeroaHsAUIHNN AeHb TeOe U MATHHUIA Ha 00X0/ Bpayci. B moHemenbHUK, 9YTOO Kak
mTHIK Ha padore. [Tonsna?

— Ha, na, KoHeYHO,— CJIAOBIM TOJIOCOM OTO3BasIach Bepouka, crpedast B CyMKy pyuKy,
Kapassani, 6JJOKHOT, BCe, UTO HE XOTeJa OCTaBIIATh Ha pabore. — Jlo MOHenenbHUKA.

Ho Hu k kakoMy Bpady, OHa, pa3ymeeTcs, He nonuia. Bmecto sToro oHa HaOpana temne-
¢on PanHBI U KOPOTKO pacckaszaia O TOM, YTO y Hee €CTh /IBa CBOOOIHBIX JHS, M /IBA BbI-
XOJIHBIX, M OOJIBILIOE JKeJIaHNue OOJIbIIIe HUKOTIa-HUKOT[a HE IPUXOJUTh Ha paboTy. A Bo-
MIPOC 3aKITFOYAETCS TOIBKO B OJJHOM — 0eIloe WIIH po30BOe OpaTh.

— Bbepu o6e nBe! — pacnopsannacs @anna.— A rpeiindpyTsl He GepH, y MEHS €CTb.
Kypuiy rnaBHoe He 3a0yzb, a 51 KAPTOLIKY TOIILIA YUCTUTb.

Korpa ny4inas mojpyra BEJIHMT B3ATh KYPHIly W COOOIAET, 4TO YK€ Hayaja YHCTHUTh
KapTOIlIKY, CTAHOBUTCA IMOHATHO, YTO napquoﬁ MapTHUHU JCJIO HEC OTPaHUYNTCA, U Bepoq-
Ka IPOSIBHIIA Pa3yMHYIO MPEIYCMOTPHUTEIBHOCTh, YTOO MOTOM JiBa pasa He Oerats. CyMKH
pa3oM MOTsDKENeNH, 3aTO Beceao MOo3BskuBaiy, u k PanHe Bepouka mpuinia yxe mouTH
BBI3/IOPOBEBILIAs.

— Burions? — Bcrpernna ee dauna, ynepes pyku B 0oka. CeronHs Ha Heit ObLIO pe-
KOpPZHOE KOJMYECTBO OpacieToB, LEMOYeK M elle KaKuX-TO LITYK, Ha3BaHHE KOTOPHIX Be-
poUKa HUKaK He Morua 3arnoMHHTh. [IpakTrnunas Panna Obuta B cBoeM JtoOMMoM Oaraxo-
He, KOTOPBIH BOOOIE-TO ObUT IOMAITHEH OJIEK /101, HO B CITydae BHE3AIMHOT'O PUKIIIOYCHHS
(XTO 3HAET, KaK CIIOKUTCS Be4ep?) MOT COMTHU M 3a IUIaThe.



Bepouka Tonpko ¢eipkHyna. «Butions»! Toxe, ckakeT MIyNmocTh Kakyo-To. BurtioHs
ObLT ee CTapbIM JIFOOOBHUKOM. B0o0oOIIIE-TO HE TaKUM YK CTapbIM, BCETO Ha MSATHAALATH JIET
cTapiie, Ho BCIIOMHHAs O HEM, OHa MBICJICHHO Ha3bIBajla €ro TOJIBKO TakK. JTO OBLIO BBIpa-
KEHHE CPOJHU BBIPAKECHUIO «cTapas CyMKa». UTO-TO HajoeBIIEe, 9eM IOJb3yCHIbesl He-
OXOTHO, XO4Y€lIb NOMEHATh Ha HOBOE, HO MOKAa JICHUIIbCS... A BOT BBIPAXKECHHUE «CTApbIE
JDKUHCBD) HE Tojonuio 0vl, mymana Bepouka, crapble TKMHCH Bellb Jrooumas. OTHoOIIe-
Hus ¢ Butioneit Bepouky He TO 9TOOBI ycTpamBaim, HO Kak-TO He Memranu. HemHoro
paszpaikana ero MaHepa pa3roBapHBaTh — JIACKOBO, JIO CIOCIOKaHbs, a Tak HU4Yero. OHa
JlaXke TIpUTEpIIesach K ero BEYHBIM XBaCTIMBBIM paccka3aM O CBOMX MYXKCKHX MoOenax,
JyMasi OOBIYHO B TAKME MOMEHTHI O CBOEM. «TebGe OT MEHS TONBKO OJHOTO M Hamo!»,—
obmxancst Butions. «9T1o yxke Hemalio»,— paccestHo oTBedasia Bepouka. MHorna eif xa-
3aJI0Ch, YTO TOJIBKO €€ PaBHOAYIINE J0 CUX MOp AECPKHUT BUTIOHIO paoM ¢ HEH, a BIpo-
4yeM, Kakas pasHuma?

— OHi, ounncs! — kpukHyna u3 Kyxau ®anna.— Kypuiy noxaputs wnu 3aneds? Ot
4ero Teds He TOUIHUT, moapyra?

[Mpuiiock 0OBACHATH MPO padoTy. UTO 4yBCTBYET KAKOE-TO COBEPILIECHHO JTUKOE, JIeC-
HOE OAMHOYECTBO. UTO €l ye He pa3 FOBOPUIIM, YTO OHA cTpaHHas. M uyTo ceroans e ot
BCEr0 3TOTO CTAJO TaK TOCKIUBO, YTO BOT... OpraHu3M BbIJAJI TAKYIO0 CTPaHHYIO — OIISITh
«CTpaHHYIO»! — peakiuio.

— Hy? U gro? bynem uckats Tebe npyryio padboTy? — IETOBHTO 3aKyCBIBasi TPEHII-
¢dpyTom, cripocnia PanHa.

«Bce-To y Hee 3anpocTo»,— 3acoMHeBanachk Bepouka. [Ipobiema Oblia B TOM, 4TO OHA
Y TIpaBfa oIrymiana ce0s cTpaHHOW. A BeIb OT ce0s He yOekuIb. [ oBopAT, TBOS mpodiieMa
noleT Beien 3a ToOoi. boxke, kak 3T0 Bee rpycTHO...

— JlaBaif HambeMcs JUIs Hauana,— ckasaja Bepouka,— Kak TaM KapToOlIKa, CBa-
punace?

W onm nammmucs. M Bepe crano Xopomo oT MapTHHH, ¥ KapTOIIKH, M KypHUIIBI, OHA
cMesiiiach, M300paxkas B JIMIAX TO 3aBX03a, TO MIMpPOKocnuHyr Baneputo. Ot pabots
IJIaBHO MEPCHITIM HA MYXYHMH U TYT YK COBCEM XOXOTallkd IO CJIC3 HAO BuTtronent u HaJg
QanHuHBIME TpuATeISIMA. B oTiimame ot Bepsr @anna npenmogntana Moionsix. OTHOCH-
Jlach K HUM KakK K MOPOAMCTHIM JXepeOsiTaM, HO YK M JIpecCHpoBalla HX COOTBETCTBEHHO.
«Muorpa nymaro,— rosopuna ®anna,— He kynuth 11 MHE GOTHOPTHI O caMyro NONYy U
xipict? To-to pamoctu Oynmet. Ho ¢ BeIOpakoBko# xjomot MHoro. [Toka moxGepemis cebe
YEMIIHOHA...». Bepa yxe naxe cMesaTbcs He MOIJIa.

— A eciu cepbe3Ho,— ckaszana PannHa,— Tebe HAI0 HAlWTH CBOIO CYABOY.

YuureiBast, 9T0 «cyapooin» danHa 0OBIYHO Ha3bIBajJa BCEX CBOMX IAapHEH, TaK U TOBO-
puna «cynpba Ne 1», «cynpba Ne 2y, B Bo3myxe 3amaxjio 4eM-TO TOCKJIMBBIM, BPOJIE CAiTOB
3HAKOMCTB.

— 3auem? — ymepnachk Bepa.— ITo0 4TO-TO U3 TBOUX MITy4eK?

— Oro peansHO paboTaer! — ropsdo 3arosopmina Panna.— S Teneps Tak Beerga se-
nato, u Bo BceM! U cBoero mocneaHero Tak Hauuia, U OfeX1Ty Tak nmokynaro. Hano Toibko
ciymarh ce0si,— U OHa TOP>KECTBEHHO IMOJIOXKMIIA PYKY Ha IPyJib,— OBITh TOTOBOM KO BCe-
My. JKuTh HaJ0 TaK, 4TOO TOIIHUIIO HE OT CKYKH, oapyra!

Tak u mosy4minock, 4to cerogust Bepa Bbinuia u3 1oMa, HapsHKEHHas B IapajHble Ty -
JIM, KyIUICHHBIE €lle Ha BbINYCKHOW, U B PaumHuny uuiany. IIpaBna, ¢ Tskesnod rojaoBo
TIOCIIE BUEPAIIHETO. 3aTO B 3TOH TSIKEIOH rooBe OBUIO IyCTO-ITyCTO, MPSMO-TAKH HJICallb-
HBIE YCIIOBUS ISl pa3BUTUS UHTYHIMU. W He ycnena oHa OTONHTH M HECKONBKUX METPOB OT
JloMa, KaKk Ha OybKaiiien ke MoMolKe eil BCTPEeTHIICS TPEXIBETHBIH KOTeHOK. OH TPOMKO
MsyKaJl, IpU3bIBas TO JIM MaMKy, TO Jiu ee, Bepouky. B pactepsuHoctn Bepa onmycrunach
Ha KOPTOYKM W Hayajla ero TIaJAnTh. Ternblle y KOTEHKa ObLIO MENKOE, XyJ/I0€, KOCTOUKH



JIETKO NPOIIYNBIBAIUCH, & TOJIOC TPOMKUH, MpOH3UTENbHbIN. Heyxenn Hamo ero B3sTh?
TpexuBeTHbIN, BCce-Taku. ['0BOPAT, OHU CUACTBE MPUHOCAT. «ITO BCe? — MOoyMaa oHa.—
Mo>kHO MATH TOMOH, cyap0a yke Hamia MeHA? DTO 3HA4MT, YTO OBITh MHE CTapoil AeBOI
1 KATH ¢ KomkaMu. ['ocrioy, st He ToToBa!»

— Te1, yto 1B, Bepk? — pazgaincs c3aau enkuii rojoc.

Bepa o6epnynach. Coceznka tetst ToHsI cTOsIa ¢ MyCOPHBIM MAKETOM M TJIsi/ieNia Ha Hee
BO BCeE TJIasa.

— Komexk yxe nogdupaens? A OUIATY-TO, TJSHB, Halleniia. byaenrs, kak TBOs Mathb,
BCIO XKM3Hb KOIIIEK MOMOEUHBIX KOpMUTh! OX, U cTpaHHas Thl, A€BKa!

U 1yt Bepa pa3ozmunack. 3M0CTh OHA ONIyTHIIA KaK IMPHINB apeHAIMHA U BIIEPBHIC B
YKU3HU MOHAJA JO 4ero  3To NpusTHO. Cy3uB ria3a, OHa IOYTH Ipornena:

— 3apacre, Teth Tons! A g Hukak Hactio Banry Buepa Bujena? B roctu, HaBepHOE,
npuexana? [lo pogaomy gomy cockydmnack? M Kak TOIBKO MYy’K OTITYCTHIL

IMapy nueit Hazang BepouknHa Mama IpuHEca CO JBOpa HOBOCTb: TOHHMHA JOYb, KOTO-
PYIO C TPYAOM yAAJIOCh IPUCTPOUTH 3aMyX, M TOHs jaxe Oeraiga CBEUKy CTaBUTh Ha pajio-
CTSX, BEPHYJIACh U3 3aMy’ka JOMOH. MyK, XOTb U BaJICHOK, & TEPIETh EXUIHY HE 3aX0TeNl U
BEPHYJI COKpoBHIIE Teme. HacTs, mpuBBIKIIas 10OMBaThCA BCETO CKaHAAIaMHU, 0003ITHIIACh
noyemy-To Ha Matb. M ToHe Tenepp Hamo ObUIO MO0 Jaiblle JEIesTh CBOI MPUHIIECCY,
00 MCKATh APYrOro MPHUHIIA.

— He tBOC nemo! 3a coboit cmoTpu, K0ObDTa! — TUTIOHYNA TOHS M, OBICTPO BHIKHHYB
MAKET, 3aTOPONUIACE B CTOPOHY Mara3uHa.

Ha gyme y Bepsl 3amenn nTHYKH, OKa3anoch, YTO HEMHOTO 3y0acTOCTH B KM3HH HE
momernaet. M kak mpekpacHo ToHm3upyer! OHa mocMesiack HEMHOTO HaJ CBOHMM TOJIBKO
YTO MPUIYMAaHHBIM KanaMOypoM («TOHsS — TOHH3HPYET»), U, MPUOABHB IIaT, BEHIIDIA, HA-
KOHell, Ha Oyvpkaiinnyto ynuiry. OXoTa 3a c4acTbeM Hayallach.

3nraunt, kak Tam Buepa PamHa ee yumna? Tak... mepBasi BCTpedHas MalllMHA KpacHasl.
Hano uckate Gombimoe kpacHoe. Ara. Bot. Bonpmas kpacHas BeiBecka MaraswHa. Tak, u
4yT0? PesxkuM paboTHI 10 JBAAIATH HOJNB-HOJb. XM... HY, JaBai, 4TO JIA MMOMIIEM Ha KaKOW-
HUOY/Ab MaIlMHEe HOMEPHOM 3HaK c ABaaunaTkoi. Y mpociennm Kyna OHa HalpaBisSeTCs...
Kak mute xouercs! Hamo 3aiiti B MarasmH4HK. «JleBymika, OyTBUIKY BOIbI Oe3 rasza, mMa-
JICHBKYI0!». A Ha Ocikuke-T0 y Hee «CBeTinanay. S rae-To Bujena Mara3uH ¢ TaKUM Ha-
3BaHueM. Miu 3T0 OblTa mapukMaxepcekas?

K obeny Horm 6ykBaibHO OTBANIHMBAIKCH, Bepa dyBcTBOBaNa ce0sl pycaloukoit, 1oOpo-
BOJILHO COTJIACHBILCHCS Ha TBITKY paan aro0umoro. M3 mo6ounsx 3¢h(heKTOB momcka ume-
JIUCH JIBE TTaYKH YUIICOB, OYTHUIKA MTHBA, CBEXXUH MaHMKIOP, U Ia4yKa curaper. A cyapba Bce
HE HaXOMIIACh.

Bepa 0b1 u Opocuia JaBHO 3TO 3aHSATHE, HO BOCIOMHHAHHE O paboTe 3acTaBisLIoO ee
unru o kouna. Her. Hasax nmytu Her. MHade, He BbUIC3aTh i U3 CITYy)KEOHOTO TyayeTa Ji0
KOHIIa JHEeW, XpOHIMYECKasi HHTOKCHKAILINS OpraHm3Ma obecredeHa.

UYro K, eciu Helb3s1 BEpHYTHCS, MOXKHO XOTs OBl OTAOXHYTH, U Bepa cBepHyna B mapk.
Xopoo Kak, mycto B napke. CiopTcMeHbl, Oeraroiue 1mo J0poxKaM, yKe 0T3aHUMAaJINCh,
LTyMHBIE IETH yBeIeHB MaMKaMH Ha 00e]], a MOJIO/IekKb, HaBEepHOE, CIIle U He IIPOCHYIACh.

«1 3meck moutH ogHa»,— moxymaina Bepa, O1aXCeHHO BBITATHBAs HOTH, U ITOJICTABIISS
JIMILIO XOJIOJHOBAaTOMY, aBI'yCTOBCKOMY coiiHIly. HebGo ceromHst ObUIO cHHEe-CHHEe, KaKuM
OHO OBIBAaET MCKIIIOYHMTENILHO B KOHIIC JIETa, B TEHH IO/ IEPEBbSIMU yXKE CKaIUTUBAJICS 3a
HOYB XOJIOJI M PacIo3alics IOTOM IO BCeMy IMAapKy AEPeBEHCKOH cBexkecThio. Ilaxio yc-
TaBIIeW TpaBoOH, 3eMyiell M Jaxke ONMABIIMMHU JHUCThIMH. Bepa mocrama w3 CyMKu IUBO,
LIypHIaiii NakeT YMICOB, HEMHOTO MOBO3WIIACh, BCE 3TO OTKPBIBAs, M MPHUHSIACH 00e-
natb. Bkyc ee o0Oena HamoMWHANl CYACTIIHMBYIO IOPY OECTONKOBOW IOHOCTH, KOT/Ia OHH C
dannoit Oeranu B 3TOT Mapk TycuTb. M 3TOT X0JI0J0K, U sipKoe HeOO, M BKyC NMUBa U TIIIO-



TOMaTHBIE 3TH YHWIICHI, HY Kakoe e Obuto Torna cyacthe! M Bce kaszanoch emie Brepen,
HaJI0 TOJBbKO A0XKAAThCs Oyaymiero. KTo sk 3Hanm Torna, 4ro B OyJyIieM ee KIyT BXOJs-
e-ucxondamue... Her-Het, 3Ty MBICHb Hajgo oTorHaTh mpods. He ceroams. Jlydme emre
ynricuHKy. Eme rimotogex. M-M-M, GJ1a)KeHCTBO.

BHe3zanHbIi TpOXOT psiIOM cO CKaMeWKoi 3acTaBuil Bepy OyKBajIbHO HOANPHITHYTb.
Mornooii 4esnoBek B Oenoii (yTOOJIKE U YEPHOM ILUIAlle YPOHHUI PAJOM C Heil CTpaHHBIN
JIepEBSHHBIN AMINK, C TPUACTAaHHBIMA K HEMY METaNTMYeCKUMHU HOKKaMH. YTO 3a TPOXOT.
Oi1, ma 3710 xe MoNBOepT. Bepa He 3HaNa, UTO B TOPOJAE €CTh XYAOKHUKHU. [leTell ¢ MOJb-
Oepramu Bujena, a B3pociblx HeT. OHA MOBHUMATENbHEH MpHCMOTpeach K napHto. Ozner
nHTepecHo. HaBepHoe, OBIIO OBI Ha)ke CTUIIBHO, eCii OBl OJekIa He ObUIa TaKoW MOTpe-
nanHoi. CrapeHbKHe JHKUHCHI, (yTOOJIKa HEMHOTO PacTAHYTa, IUIAIl, KaXeTcs, BooOIe ¢
yyxoro mieda. Ho Bce uncroe. OHa nepesesna B3IIIsT HA €ro COKpyleHHoe juio. OH pac-
CMaTpHBaJl OTBAIMBIIYIOCS OT MOJILOEPTA HOTY...

— YersepTslit pa3! Ckopo yke Henb3s OyAeT TMOYMHHUTH, €CIIU Sl M Jajblie Tak Oymry
pousiTh.— Ero mo-percku myxiisle ryObl HaIyJIUCh OT JA0Cajbl, a Ha HIeKaxX BBICTYIWI I'yc-
ToM pymMmsHer. M ToibpKo KyIpsiBas Mmpsiib, yraBlias eMy Ha 100 BeITIsaena Becenon. «Kax
Yy KO3JIeHKa W3 MYyJIbTHKa»,— momymaina Bepa.— «Hy, coBcem pebeHok!» — ymmmmiach
OHa, U TYT K€ pa3o3ymiach Ha ceds. «PebeHOoK BIIOJIHE B3POCIBIH, a s CKOPO MayTHHOH I10-
KPOIOCh, eciii Oy/1y BCEX MOJIOJIbIX JIIOJIeH CpaBHUBATh ¢ BuTIOHEH. DTO OH CTapbIil, a...».

— Kaxk Bac 30ByT? — cnpocmina Bepa.

— Bopuc.

«...a KO3JICHOK Bopbka Kak pa3 MHE MOJIXOANT»,— MBICIEHHO 3aKOHYMJIA OHA U YJIBIO-
HyJIach KyAPSBOMY XyIOKHHKY. MOJIOIOHN YeOBEK SBHO MPHOOOAPHUIICS, pa3TisiAbIBas ee
LAY .

— A s Bepa, oueHb NpUATHO MO3HAKOMUTHCS. BbI ucanu TyT KapTuHy?

— 4 magan nei3axx,— npusHaics bopuc,— HO Korzma s OyAy ero 3aKkaHJUBaTh, yiKe
BOBCIO OY/IyT 5K€Yb JIUCTBHS...

— A 370 4TO-TO MeHsieT?

— A kak xe! S xoren, 4ToOBI IS HA MOIO KAPTHHY BBI OBI IPSIMO YyBCTBOBAJIH 3TOT
3armax KOCTpa M3 OCCHHUX JHCTheB. Ho Kak ero mepenats?

Bepa 3axymanacs.

— HagepHoe, AbIM... 1 OH MeHsieT [[BeT Heba, XM, HO He Be3/ie, a TOJbKo Mectamu. Ha-
mpuMep, TyT OyIeT CHHee-CHHee, W 30JI0TbIe KPOHBL, a TyT KOCTEP U IIBIM HMOJHUMAETCS U
OH TaKoro IBETA...

— Bort-BoT,— 00panoBaics bopuc,— kakoro? U maBaii Ha «TbI», 1a?

— IBeTa nepua c coinbto. JlaBail Ha «TbI».

— M-mM-M,— nomsruan bopuc 3axymMunBo,— 3T0 Kak npumnpasa?

— Hy, nnn xak okpac y cobak. My kak ceniHa, KOTJia OHa TOJIBKO HAYMHAETCSL.

— Hapn sTtiM Hamo0 mogymath,— cepbe3Ho cka3an bopuc,— Hy u pa3 yx s TeOs Hamy-
raj, MOXHO yTOCTHTh TeOs Kode?

— U rae me1 ero Oynmem nuth? — 3acMesiach Bepa, wiu y TeOs Tam, B Moab0OepTe,
TEPMOC €CTh?

— 3aueM ke, TYT ecTh IIpeKkpacHoe Kade, pasBe Tl He 3Hasa? — ¥ 1oBen Bepy B onuH
13 JOMOB, TPHJICTAIONINX K TMAapKy, TAE B MOIYHOJABAIEHOM TOMEIIEHHH JEHCTBUTEIHHO
PacTONOXMIIOCH MalIeHbKOE Ka)e Ha TPH CTONMKA. Bepa ¢ yIuBIeHneM pa3riisiapiBaia CTe-
HBI, IOKPAIICHHBIE CEPOil KPackoil, CKOJIOYEHHBIE U3 IOCOK CTOJBI M CKaMEHKH, TIOKPHITHIE
mpo3pauHbM J1akoM. Kpacuso. B yriy 6bu10 MajieHbKOE IPOCTPaHCTBO Oapa, Tie CKydJan 3a
KHIKKOW MOJIOZ0N OapMeH B uepHO# (yTOoske. Bopuc Momua TKHYJ MajiblieM B CTPOUKY
«xo(e» ¥ Mmokaszay OapMeHy ABa Maiblia. Y CEIHCh 3a CTONMK MOA OKHOM. M3 OkHa ObLIu
BUJIHBI KYCTBI, KycO4eK He0O, HECKOJIBKO pa3 YbU-TO KPOCCOBKU MPOOEkKajll MUMO OKHa,
IIOTOM TIPOLIOKAJIHN JIOJOUYKH U Bepa ckazana:



— 31ech Kak B MacTepckoil MacTepa, KOria OH KaxAbli Beuep KJal cBoo Maprapu-
Ty, a OHa npuderana u cry4aia eMy Ty(enbKoil B OKHO, IOMHUIIb?

DTOT Bompoc ObLT mpoBepkoi. JIroau, koTopsie He 3HANMM po Mactepa u ero Mapra-
puty, Bepy He uHTEpecoBany B IPHUHIUIIE, TAKOE Y Hee OBLIO MPAaBUIIO.

— Macrep 3T0 TOXe XyNOXKHHUK? A, HET, 3/1eCh TIIyXOHEMbIE Kade OTKPBUIH, IS CBO-
ux. Y MeHs mpoCTO cocell APYT JETCTBA, HY U HE BO3PaXaloT, Korja s npuxoxy. [lpasna,
Bceraa oauH mpuxoawl. Ho, Tymaro, OHM He IPOTHB, pa3Be MM KaJKO, KOTJa JAEBYIIKa
KpacuBasi? — KO3JIeHOK bopsi cMoTpen Ha Hee HeXHO M C BOCXHUILCHUEM U3 MO Ky4epsBOH
YEJIKH.

J3bmap! 3BsxHyNa kodemamuaa. Ho Bepe B 3ToM KOpOTKOM I3BIHBKAHBE MTOCIBITIIATICS
3BYK 00OpBaBILCHCS HUTH, 32 KOTOPYIO OBII MPUBSA3aH BO3IYLIHBIN mapuk. I'omy6oii Bo3-
JYUIHBIN NIAPUK, MPUBSA3AaHHBIA K €€ MaKyIIKe M HAIllOJHEHHBIA C MpaBWIaMH, MHTEIUIU-
TeHTHOCTBIO, CAMOMHEHHEM M Npoueid epyHaoii. CTao Tak JIerko-jierko, 0yaro ato ObuUT He
LIApHK, a ITy10Basi THPsl Ha HOTE, U €IIe IMOYeMy-TO CTajo cMemHo... OHa cuaut B ¢aHTa-
CTUYECKOM MECTe, 0 KOTOPOM HUYEro paHbllle HE 3Halla, OHA MbeT Kode, HAIPOTUB CUANUT
KpacuBBI{ I0HOIIIA, KOTOPBI CMOTPUT JIACKOBO U SIBHO XOYeT OoJiee OJIM3KOro 3HAaKOMCTBA.
Kakoro gepra, a? Kakoit Mactep? Kakas Maprapura? Ecnu He ceifuac, eciau HE ¢ 3TUM
MOJIOIBIM XYyIOXKHUKOM, TO e oHa? Jla, MoxxeT ObITh, 3TO Cy/b0a, npaBa Oblia danna.

K Beuepy Bepa u bopuc, Becenbie 1 HaboNTaBIIMECS BBOJIIO, IPHUIILUIA K HEMY JIOMOWA.
EMy HenmpeMeHHO 3aXO0Tesoch M0Ka3aTh CBOM 10M. 1 OH BOAMI €€ 1Mo KOMHaTaM, MpHKU-
Mast Kk cebe Bce OoJiee JIaCKOBO M HACTOMYMBO. «A BOT TyT Oblila KOMHaTa aexa. CHavaia
MOsI pacKiIagylIKa CTOSUIa PSIOM C €ro KpOBaThio, a MMOTOM OH BBIJIEIWI MHE LENYI0 OT-
JeTIbHYI0O KOMHATy. A TyT OblTa Hama macTepckas. BoT TyT cTostn mezoB Momb0epT, a y
TOr0 OKHa MOH, MaJeHbKHH. Jlen rpyHTOBal MHE XOJICTBHI, TIOKYNaJ KPacKH, OH BCEPhE3
TOTOBMJI MEHs B Besukue xyaoxHuku. Yto? Het, on ymep npouutoif BecHoit. Matb kuBa,
HO... MBI HE BHJIMIMCSI, MBI HE OYEHb HHTEPECHBI ApyT Apyry. Bot. [TocMoTpH, 3T0 KapTHHBI
Jena, a 9To Mou. He cmeiics, 310 51 pricoBai eme B IepBoM Kiacce. Mexay MmpoduM, Jex
CKa3zaJl, uTo JJIs IEPBOTro Kilacca oueHb HEeMI0Xo. A BOT TyT (ororpaduu aena u 6adymky,
OHa yMepJia ¥ MOTOM OH OOJIbIlie HE )KEHWJICA. A BOT TYT Halll C JE€AOM TalHUK, XOYelllb
claaKoi HanuBKU? MBI genany caMy U3 BUIIHU. ECTh emie 13 cMOpOANHBI M KITyOHUKH, ThI
yTo Xouemb? Vau ko MHe, Kakue y TeOs ciagkue ryObl, 3To oT KiyOHuKH. Beerna Oymy
MOUTH TeOs KIyOHUYHOW HaJIUBKOM».

Bepa uyBcTBOBaNa ceds cuacTamBOH, 10Opoit 1 mbsiHOM. D10 OBLIO Tak Xopomro! JKamb,
YTO HEJb3sI OBIIO MPOXUTH Tak BCIO KU3Hb. Eif cranmo kazarbes, 4ro bopuc npesparnics B
OO0JIBIIIOTO JTACKOBOI'O KOTEHKA, KOTOPBIA MYPJIBIYET U TPETCS O €€ HOT'M CBOECH INEIKOBOM
CHHMHKOW. AX, la y HETO Ha CaMOM JIeJIe COBEPILICHHO IIEIKOBAas KOXa, U MOXOXKE OH Ha
caMmoM Jiernie MypabraeT. Unu ciozna, s novenry teds 3a ymkom! AX, Thl KO-0-OTHUKA...

IIpocHynace oHa oueHb paHo. Tak Ha Hee JeiicTBoBas ankorois. IlpocHynaces u 3a-
cMmesack. UTo-To Buepa ciaydmiiock BakHoe. [IoBepHYB TroyioBy, OHA YBHJENA CBOETO XYy-
JIOKHUKA, CIaJKO CIIAaBIIETO HA MBIITHON MyX0oBOW noxaymke. HaBepHoe, ToXe JeIyIIKHHO
HacnenctBo. [IporsHyna pyky u npoBena cierka mo mieke. Hy, TouHo, menkoBblid. 3a HOYb
He oTpocna metuHa? CoBceM nreHer. OHa ToJiexana, BIISIIBIBAsCh B HE3HAKOMBIC YEPTHI,
TIOKa XOJIOZIOK HE Havyajl MpoOupaThcsl MypallkaMy 1o 1ee. PaHplle Takux IpUKITIOYEHUH Y
Hee He ObUIO U e uyTh ObII0 He crano HeyaoOHo. OHa yKpasakoii risiHyna B tenedon. He-
CKOJIbKO HENPHHATHIX BbI30BOB oT PamHbl. Bepa 3Hana, uto ceifuac ckazana Obl PauHa.
Kak nmeBymrka mparmaTidHasi, oHa ckaszana Obl: «Bo-miepBbIX, ycnokoiics. Hy, ciydaitabrit
CeKC, ¢ KeM He ObiBaeT. Bo-BTOpPBIX, pykn B HOTH M Oery, 1oka He MpocHyJcs. Thl moHnMa-
€Illb, YTO OH MOJXET OKa3aThCcsd KeM yroaHo? HapkomaHoM, w3BpallIeHIEM, OaHIUTOM,
OOJNBHBIM, J1a Majo Jn Kem? ['ocronn, XOTh O/IHY Ha yIHUIy He BeITyckail. To or Butionn
HE MOKeM M30aBUTHCS, TO TIOHECIIO €€ MO KOYKaM».



YroOBl AaTh AOCTOWHBIN OTHOpP BooOpaskaemoil PanHe, Bepa mepecrana ee ciymarh U
BcTasa ¢ nocrenu. «KTo ckasan, uTo cekc eie He MOBOJ A 3HakoMmcTBa? Her, noporyma,
Thbl CaMa OTIIpaBujla MEHA HCKaTb Cy}lb6y. Bor u MOTJIAAUM, YTO OH CKaXET, Korga Impo-
cHetcsa. O-0s1-3a-Tenb-HO MO3HAKOMITIOCH!» — Bepa maxe pasosmmnacs Ha PanHy B cBOCH
ronose. [ToObicTpee HaknHYNa QyTOOIKY CBOETO... MMM... CBOETO... JIaJHO, HE BaKHO. bo-
puHy (hyTOOJKY OHA Hajiesa U Mol B IOMCKaX BaHHOW KOMHATBI U KYXHH.

Co BcemHu IponeAypamMHy yJI0XKWIACh B MATHAANATh MUHYT. Kak Obl OHa HU XpaOpuiiach
nepesl caMoil co0Ol, HO 3aHMMaTh HAJOJTO BAaHHYIO B UYXXOM JIOME OHa HE PHCKHYIA.
VYMbITas ¥ npuuecanHasi, Bepa ycenace Bo3ne OKHa C 4allIKOM KPENKOTo 4ast U MBICTH IO-
TEKIN OoJiee TPHUATHBIM 00pa3oM. «A MokeT ObITh M He pyranachk Ob1 @anHa. Bengp MbI
JIOTOBOPWIINCH UCKATh Cyb0y, 3HAYNT, TOTOBHI K PUCKY, BepHO? [lymaro, oHa ceiiuac cka-
3aja Obl: Joporasi, TOKa OH CIIUT, OCMOTPHUCH KakK CIIe/IyeT, MPOBEPh — Ky/a ThI Momaiay,—
u Bepa yneiOHYyIack 3aroBOpuIMdeckoi yiasIOKoH pHCKOBOil neBuoHkH. HemHOro mpapna
Laparaia MBICIIb, YTO TOCNIE ABYX Hallek Kode, crakaHa KIyOHHYHON HaIMBOYKH M 000F0-
JONPUSITHOTO CEKCa, e CIy4aiHbIH JII0OOBHUK CIIaJIKO COIUT B ITOAYIIKY, @ OHA TEPIIEINBO
JKJIET, KOTAa OH MPOCHETCsI, YTOOBI y3HATh... uTo? IloHpaBmiocs nmu emy? Byzaer jau oH ¢
HEH BecTpedaThesi? bputa i oHA TOCTATOYHO XOPOIIa, YTOOBI OH HE MOXKAJIENT O BUEPAITHEM
Beuepe? [TouyBcTBOBaB, YTO HAUMHAET 3NIUThCS, Bepa BcTana U pelnTeabsHo 0OCMOTpPEach.

Bo3nyx B 70M€ HEMHOTO OT[IaBaj IIEUYKOH, HHTEPECHO, KAaK IaBHO €€ TONWUIU. MaieHb-
KM€ OKHa IPOITyCKaJIH COBCEM MaJl0 CBETA, MOJ OKHOM Pa3pOCINCh KyCThl xacMuHa. Kak
K€ OH NMUILIET TyT KapTUHBI? M r/ie OHM, KCTaTH, TAE ero JKeNTHIH IepeBsSIHHBIH MOIBOEPT ¢
oTnoMaHHON Horo#? I';me 3amax kpacku? Bepa ocTopokHO cTymanga GOCBIMH HOTaMH IO
KpaIIeHHBIM JOCKaM MO0JIa, OIacasich, YTO OHU 3aCKPHIIAT.

Marnenpkasi aBepb, 0OuTast roy0oi KIEEHKOH, CO cTapol METaNIMYECKOH pydYKOl B
BUjIe CKOOKM BIPYT NpHBJEKIa ee BHUMaHue. Bpoxe ObI BXOA B JOM C APYroil CTOPOHBI,
TakK KyJa BeJIeT 3Ta IBeph? B KWHO YacTo MOKa3bIBajIM JIOMa C 3aJHEH ABEpBIO, BEAyIIEH B
caji, HO 3T0 ObIIO 3apyOeskHOe KMHO. Bepa ocTopoKHO KOCHYJIAach CTalbHOM pYyUKH... Buo-
pauus TenedoHa 3acTaBmia ee HOANPBIrHyTh. Cepue 3akoaoTuiaoch. «DanHa» BBICBETH-
JIOCh Ha KpaHe.

— He memait mae! — 3ammmena Bepa B TpyOky.— Urto Ha3BanmBaemnb? [lotom! A
ckazana, norom! /la, HOpManpHO BCE, OTCTaHB!

Korpa ®awmna, HakoHen, yJOCTOBEpHIIACch, YTO €€ IMOJAPYra ’KHBa-370poBa, Bepa oT-
KpblUla TAMHCTBEHHYIO BEPb, U OKa3ajach Ha CTapo, CBETJION Teppace. bonbiioil, BbIXO-
JSIIed BBICOKMMH, /10 IOTOJKA, PEIICTYaTHIMHM OKHAMH, Ha 3aIlyIIEHHBIA cal M HU3KUH
MOKOCHBIITUHACS 38.60p. A JaJIbIIC TOJIA U TOJIA, U 3EMIIMCTO-KECJITBIC KPOHBI TONOJICH B TIO-
cankax u npya. Paboter bopuca u ero gena xpanuinces Ha Teppace. 3arpyHTOBaHHBIE XOJ-
CTBHI B yIIIy, TOTOBBIC KapTHHBI Ha CTEHAX M HA TOJIKAaX 3TaKepKu. TIOOMKN KPacKu MOBCIO-
Jly, POCCHINN KapaHJalleld Ha cToje, KUCTH B OaHKaxX ¢ BOHIOYMM PacTBOPUTEIIEM, IaInT-
peL. Bepa B3sa ogHy KHCTh U ToipoOoBaia, HabpaB Ha Hee KpacKH U3 TIOOHMKa, HAHECTH Ha
xosict. OHa JyMana, 94To MOJTY4NTCs COYHBIM 30JI0TUCTHIH Ma30K, HO HA IOBEPXHOCTH XOJI-
CTa OCTAINCh JHIIb KAaKHe-TO JKENThle LapanuHbl. Be3ae cBoM XUTpOCTH, Tak MPOCTO HE
nopucyetb. Bepa 3acyHyna KuCTh 00paTHO B OaHKY M B3sUla C MOJOKOHHHKA OOJBIIYIO
rpyury. OTKycniia, IpUroToBsCh BEITUPATH C M0A00poIka cok. Ho MsKOTh ObliIa TIIOTHOM,
MenoBo-cinaakoil. Cok Tek 1o 3y0am, Korja OHa pa3JaBiHBajia UMH IPyIIy, apoMar 3arioJ-
HSUT POT, BUJICSA BOKPYT HO3JpEH, HATOMUHAJ TO JIM O pae, TO JI O CYACTIIMBOM JIETCAIOB-
ckoM gaercTBe. Kaxercs,, oHa HEMHOTO HMcHadkaiga HOc. Bepa B3sila co cTojia TPANKY, Ka-
3aBUIYIOCS YMCTOH, YTOOBI BBITEPETH JIMIO, U OOHApyXHja TOJ HEI CTapeHbKHUH Tpora-
TeNbHBII akBapesbHbIH Ha0op. HaBepHoe, emie ot neayiiku ocrancs. Kaxas kpacka Obuia
B OTZAETHHOM IIPO3PAYHOM KHUPITHUYHKE, a HAa BETXOU T0iIy00il KOpOOKE 30JI0TUCTHIE OYKBBI 1
SIPKO-KPacHbIH KPY>KOK C TaMHCTBEHHBIM 3HaKoM. Kpacku HasbIBanmuch «JIeHUHrpam», Ka-



Koe MHJIoe, 3a0bIToe ciioBo. MamMa MHOT/Ia Tak Ha3blBaeT HbIHemHuH [Turep, korga cMoT-
put HOoBOCTH. «Bepa, Tl TONBKO NOCHyIai, kakast B JIeHUHrpaje norona...».

Bepa nonoxuna HaAKyIIEHHYIO TPyITy B OOIBIIYI0 KEPaMHUECKYIO MHCKY, CTOSBIIYIO
TyT e. bopuc, HaBepHOe, Hcnonp30Ban ee At HaTiopMopToB. [logymas, nob6asuia K Tpy-
1Ie eIre JBe, [ebIX. B rpyzie BCIKoro xjiaMa Ha CTOJIE Hallla KycoK 0enoil ioTHoi Oyma-
TH TOJXOSIIET0 pa3Mepa. 3aTeM OHa BEpHYJIach K JBEpHU M, IPUOTKPHIB €€, MoCIyIiana, He
npocHyncsa au xo3stmH? Her, abcomorHas TummHa. COUT OOTaTRIpCKUM CHOM. U, 3aKphIB
MOIJIOTHEH ABEph, Bepa ycenacs pucoBaTs.

Omna 3a1yMuuBO paccMaTpuBaia Oesblii aucT. U eif HauMHao Ka3aThkCsl, YTO OHA BUJIUT
KapTUHY, TOTOBYIO NPOCTYNHUTh Ha JUCTE. TOHKMMHU-TOHKHMHU INTPHXAMH, C MOMOIIBIO
OCTPOrO KapaHJallla, OCTABIAIOIIErO €1Ba 3aMETHBIE CEPhIE JIMHUM, OHA PHCOBAJIa 04epTa-
HUS TIaJKOI MUCKH, CTapoi IEepeBSIHHOW paMsbl, Jajekuil npya. ['pymiu Jerau ToncThIMU
HAJIUTBIMH OOKaMH, M CTAJI0 BUIHO, Kakue OHU Tspkenbie. [Totom Bepa mpuasunyna k cebe
KOPBITIA JICHUHIPAJACKOM aKBapeiIH W MaIUTPY. ['pymIn jkenThle, MUCKa CHHSS, pama Ko-
puuneBas. [Tone 3eneHoe, mpyn cepedpucTsiii, HeOo cunee. Tak. Bee monstao. Ho Heoxu-
JlaHHO 11 caMoil Beprl B rpymiax BAPYT MPOCTYNMJI HEXKHBIM PO30BBIM pyMsHEL, U OHA
MOCITYIITHO HaHEeCa 3TO Ha Oymary, B CHHEIl MHCKe BCTIBIXHYJHN anble Onuku. Bepa ynusu-
Jlach, HO M TYT HE CTaja CIOPUTh. A NMOTOM BAPYT yBHJENA Bce pa3oM. PaMbl okazaiuchk
CHpPEHEBBIMH, OHAa TaK UX M PUCOBaJa, MPYJ NPUKUHYJICSI TOHKOH 0eoil moJ0CKOH, 3eeHb
MoJIe TEPEXOAMiIa B XKEITHU3HY, a TPYIIM C CAMOTO CIIENOro OOKy BAPYT HOKPBUIHCH KO-
PUYHEBBIMU TOYKAMH, KaK TPEUUITHBIA Me]I.

Bepa maszana, TeIKana, ITpUXOBaja, MEAPO 3aUepIbiBaia U cMeJIo Melaia mnsera. He-
CKOJIBKO pa3 Ha MbIOYKax Oeraja MEHATHh BOJIY, MOJISICh, 9TO0 XO35MH HE mpocHyics. [le-
pephlIa BCI0 MacTepCcKylO B MMOMCKAX MOJXOSIINX ISl ITAJIUTPHI OOPBIBKOB OyMar, OHH y
Hee OBICTPO 3aKaHUMBaIKCh. UeM Jaibliie MpoJBUrajiach paboTa, TeM MeIUIEHHEH U OCTO-
pOKHEH mpuOMIKazach KUCTOUKAa K KapThHe. Bepa cTanma OTXOOWTH K JaibHEH CTEHE U
OTTyJ]a CMOTPETh, MPUILYPUBIIHCE. [I0TOM Mmoxo1uIIa, BIyMYHBO CMEIINBAJIa HA TAJUTPE
HOBBII OTTEHOK M JeJlajla BCETro OJHO Jerkoe kacanue. OHy TOUKy HY>KHOro oTTeHka. 1
CHOBA OTXOJHMJIa CMOTPETh U TyMaTh.

HaxoHen HaCTyIHI MOMEHT, KOT/ia OHa OOJIbIIIE HE CMOTJIA MMPUKOCHYTHCSI KHCTOUKOH
K Oymare.

BricTpo, mouTtu Toporsick, Bepa BeITalnuia u3 rpyasl XjaaMa B yriy (GpaHepKy HYKHOTO
pa3Mepa ¥ MPHUKOJI0NIa K HEeMy KHOIIKaMH CBOW prcyHOK. HemHoro Hakionmna ¢asepky. B
OJIHYy CTOpOHY, B apyryro. Kpacka He texna. Torma Bepa BeiHecna ¢anepky B KOpHIOD,
MIPUCTPOMIIA €€ Ha KaKOW-TO CTOJ, TOPOIUIMBO pa3biCKaya CBOIO OJIEKAY, HaOpaja HOMep
TakcH. BepHyrace, mocMoTpena Ha CIaaKo CIIAIIEro I0HOIIY. boprc moBepHycs BO CHE Ha
Jpyroi OOK, B3IOXHYJ W 3apblicsi B moaymky. Hy, pasee oH BUHOBAaT B TOM, YTO OHa HE
MOJKET BECTH ce0sl Kak HopMallbHasi AeBymka? Pa3Oynuth morenyem, 3aBTpaK B IOCTENb,
TO-ce... Bepa ObicTpo Hammcana cBoif HoMep TeneoHa Ha OyMakKe W TOJIOXKMIIA 3aITUCKY
Ha TyMOOUKY psiioM ¢ HUM. Ecii 3axoueT, Ho3BOHUT.

Knana na ynuue, o6xBaTuB ce0sl pykaMH B YTPEHHEM XOJIOJIE U JIIOOYsICh, KaK yiIud-
HBIH CBET MO-HOBOMY OCBEIIAeT ee pucyHOK. Ho 4To-To Bce paBHO CKpebiio Ha Aylie, YTo-
TO OBUTO He Tak. Ha 3a00p BenphIrHyla TpeXnBeTHAsT KOIIKA M CTaja yMBIBAThCS, TIATEINb-
HO TepJia JIANKOM 3acmaHHy0 Qu3noHoMuUI0. Kakue ke Bce-Taku yIOoTHBIC 3T Komiku! OHu
TEPIAT X03s5IMHA, HHOT A Aal0T ce0sl MOTIaaAnTh, HHOTIa TpeOyroT acku. Korma Takcu yxe
nogbpexano, Bepa akkypaTHO mpucTponiia KapTHHY Ha 33JHEM CHICHBE, IPOBEPSs, HAIEK-
HO JIM, HE CBAJIMTCS JIM, He Aai Oor. U, yke caasce B MalluHy, BAPYT MOIPOCHIIA TTOI0XK-
JlaTb MUHYTOYKY. bbeIcTpo BepHynachk B oM. Ha npinoukax, crapasice HE IbIILIATh, TUXO-
THXO BOIIUIA B CMHAJBHIO, CXBATH/IA ¢ TyMOOYKH 3alMCKy C HOMEPOM, CYHyJIa B KapMaH, 1
BBIIIUIA, HE OTJISABIBASICH.



Korma orwsexanu oT JoMa, omsiTh 3aBHOpHpoBan TenedoH. Bepa B 3agymumBocTH
nojiHecna TpyoKy K yxy:

— Jla? — eii He xoTenock pasroBapuBath.— Jla. Uto u nckana, To u Hanuia. He ceii-
yac. S Tebe mepe3BoHio.

U ona cena Bnono6opoTa, 4ToObl pa3risAbIBaTh TO, YTO XKHJIO Telepb Ha Oymare: HU-
3eHBKHH 3200p, JanbHUI JeC, Py U TSUKEIBIE CIIENbIE TPYIIN Ha MOJOKOHHHKE.

B Tot xe nens Bepy Buznenu B MarazuHe, NOKyHaromed Kpacku, KUCTU U CHEUATbHYIO
Oymary aus akBapen. B moHenenbHUK OHA OTHECHa Ha paboTy 3asBlICHHE 00 YBOJIBLHEHHH
1 no3soHwia Panxe:

— Ilpuser! Tol 3Haemp, s pemmia 3aBeCTH KOTEHKA. 371ech Y Hac BO ABOpe Oerai
OJIUH, TPEXIIBETHBIH.



