€TO BblZaNnoch KapKoe, Nno4TH BCe NeTo no ro-
PU3OHTY XOOMMM TYYKM, BCEMNsis HAQEXAy Ha
NMMBHHK, HO pacnbiNanMcb He6OJ'IbLIJl4M TenblM
OOXIAMKOM M Ccyxumm rposamu. Fopena MpkyTtckas
obnactb, DBeHKkus. TypyXaHCKMI paloOH TOXKE He OT-
ctaBan. Ctapuku roeopmnu:

— Hy, oceHbto 3anbeT, He MOKeT Takoro bbiTb,
uTob TaK Napuro u He BO3BPAaTMIOCh.

MonoeuHa ceHTabps NPOLUIa TaKMM XKE CYXMM M
>KapPKMM, M TaK papoBaBLIas B Hadane neta 6oraras
3aBsi3b Ha ArOAYy M OpPex BCs Mogroperna W 3acoxna.
3aTto B 3TO NETO Hanapurio Kak HMKOrga rHyca, u ot
Hero He 6bino cnacexus. MNnoxo nomoranu marasmH-
Hbl€ Ma3n, 1 ecnu Nrogn Xogurnum B Ce€TKax, To 6ep,HbIM
>KMBOTHbIM OCTaBaNoCb TOMbKO 3abuTbcs B TeMHOE
mecTo. Y cobak 6binu pasbegeHbl B KPOBb rnasa u

Pucynox asmopa

YLLK, @ CKOTMHA OTKasblBanacb nactucb gHem. Habu-
Banachb, U CBOS, M Yy>Kasi, B KAKOM-HMBY b CEHHMK MK
ctanky. Ho cubupckumii Hapop, HeyHbIBAIOLLMIM, U KaKast
6b1 HM Bbina HEMPUATHOCTb, BCErpa HauAeT B HEN CMme-
WKMHKY. Tak 1 3pecb roBopmnm:

— Hy 1 4TO, YTO MOLLKM MHOroO, 3aTO MPUE3MKMX
Janeko BMpaThb.

MogmeyeHo TOYHO, MOTOMY 4TO, 3Hasi, 4YTO MX
XOET Ha ynuue, MecTHble HafJ,eBanu CeTKy MM masa-
NUCb KaKou-HMOyab YHOMHOM Ma3bio, HaMEeLLUaHHOM
C perTem, 1 wnu no ynuue crnokomnHo. Cowepuime ¢
cyaHa nogu cpasy nonaganu B obnako »KagHoMW »u-
BOM MbIfIM M HAYMHANM OTHASIHHO OTMAaXxMBATbCS.

Mo ynuue HebonbLIOK AepeBYLUKH, CTOSBLUEN Ha
6epery Enucesn, He cnewa wen cpegHero pocta 6o-
popaTtbit My»uk. OpeT oH Bbin B KaMysiKHbIM KO-



CTIOM M BOEHHOro obpasua ypaxky, Kotopas ae-
narna ero noxoXuMm Ha KybuHckoro nupepa Mugens
Kactpo, Tonbko 6opopa pycas.

— Peps! Me-e-epop! — nocnbiwancs *KeHCKMH
KPMK.

My3xuK 3ao3mpancs, Ho ynuua 6bina nycra. MNo-
CTOSIB HEMHOTO, MYMK XOTeNl MPOAOIIKUTL CBOM
nyTb, HO FOMOC, B KOTOPOM YK€ MOSIBUMMCb KOMaH-
OMPCKKUE HeTepnenueble HOTKU, MOBTOPMI:

— Mepop, nopoxkam!

M3 HenpuMMETHOM KamnWTKM BbiLLMa MOXMNas XeH-
LMHa.

— Mepop, noponam cropa, — cKkasana oHa.

Mepop nocrosn, 4to-To 06AYyMbIBasi, U HEXOTS
nobpen HaecTpedy. OHu Bbinm AABHO 3HAKOMbI, KO-
rpa-tTo, neT ABafuaTth Ha3af, Xunu B Apyrom, 6onb-
LIOM MOCernKe; He Apy»unu — Bbinu NpocTo coce-
osmu. B pasHoe Bpems 1 no pasHbIM NPMUMHAM OHM
yexanu u3 Toro Mecta v no sorne cyabbbl ocenu B
3TOM HeBOmMbLLIOM TaeXHOM MoCenKe, CTOABLLIEM Ha
KpacuBenLem cnmee AByX pekK. [py»uTb OHM TaK M
He cTanu, a OTHOLUEHMS YCTAaHOBMIIMCb BPOAJE KaK C
panbHen popHen. Kakas-To HeBuaMmas crnarvka nony-
yMnacb OT MX COBMECTHOrO MPOXMBaHUs 3a Te pane-
kne roppl. YeHwmHa BCTPEBOXKEHHO OBMHYnacb Ha-
BcTpedy Pepopy:

— Meps, 3aMaM, NOCMOTPM, KaxKeTcs,
megnBsepp 3agpan, Tak u Tpsicetcs, 6epHas!

MPepop monua npoLuen MMMO XO35MKKM B OTPaAy,
XO3sMKa, MAs CrefoMm, yKasbiBana:

— BoH Tam, nog, HaBeCcOM, B 3aroH4YMKE OHa.

MPepop npoponkan MATH Morya, OH 3Han NogaBo-
pbe. Pocnas 1 oTbeBLLascs 3a neTo Ternka crosna He-
NOJBMXHO, B OCHOBaHWM NPaBoM nonatku 6bina paHa
B Buge Henbix nonoc. Pepop B3sn BansBLIMKCA HA
3emrne NPyTHK U NIErOHbKO XNecTaHyn ee, 3acTasnss
NPOMTMCb MO 3aroHy. Tenka nerko nepepsuHynachb,
He xpomas.

— [Da, Dapebs, ato measedb, U MefBedb, KOTOPbIN
yXe roe-to OXoTUNCs, onbITHbIM. Mnn Tenka y T1ebs
CMIbHO pe3Basi, UMK YTO-TO JPYyroe eMy MomeLuano,
HO yAapa y Hero He Momny4Ymnocs.

Mepop paboTan LWTAaTHBIM OXOTHUKOM B COBXO3€
W, ByAyuM HE HOBMUKOM B TAEKHOM fene, 3Han 3ToT
CTPALUHbIM yAap KOFTMCTOM Nanbl, KOTOPbIM Banun M
nocew, n onexein. Npobueas B OCHOBaHMM NOMNATKM
LIKYpPY, 3aLennss KOrTsMu 3a nonaTky, 3Bepb psan y
}KEPTBbl CBA3KM, NMLLAs ee Pe3BOCTH U M3BOPOTIIMBO-
cTM, a Tam... Kak rosopurcs, rmaeHoe cpenaHo, ocra-
eTCcsl CBanMThb U NOECTb.

— Hy, Oapbs, HM4em nomoub He mory. Bokpyr
paHbl 06Ma)kb MOOOM WM OEerTem, 0a U Oep>u B
TEMHOM MecTe, 4To6 Myxu He gocaxpanu. — M, no-
BEPHYBLLMCb, MOLLES K BbIXOAY .

HeTelb

— bepop, s Bepb He 06 atom! — ckaszana xo3sm-
ka. — Y6uTb ero Hapo.

— KoHeuHo, Hapo, Ho s 3pecb npu yem? — Bypk-
Hyn Pepop.

— Kak npu uem! — B3sunaco Oapbsi. — Y 1€61 3«
cobaku, pyKbe, Tbl BEb OXOTHMK!

— [ak y Bcel gepeBHU pyxbs u cobaku, u Bce
OXOTHMKM, [aXKe KOMY M He HaJo, — OTroBapuBarcs
Mepop, NpoaomKas CBOM NyTb K BbIXOAY .

— [ak oH e 3a Hen B gepesHo 3awen! Ax go
camoM konoHku! YTpom cnep 6bin Ha gopore, — cka-
3ana Japbs. D10 6bin ee nocnegHui [OBOA,

— [apebs, Hy roe s ero 6yay uckats? MNocmoTpy,
BEe3[e MOXKapbl, OH, MOXEeT, NMPOXOOQHON M cendac
MOET KUIIOMETPOB 3a NATHagLaTb OTClo4a, — OMpaB-
pbieancs Mepop, KOTOPbIM TOMBKO BYepa Bblexan M3
TaKrn (OH 3aBO3MN NPOAYKTbl HA OXOTCE30H), U eMY
XOTernocb OTAOXHYTb, @ HE LLIAPUTbCS HEM3BECTHO rae
B NOMCKaX HEU3BECTHO Yero.

— Meps! Toi roe kuBewb-to? Begb y»x ABYX Ko-
[POB KOTOPbINM AeHb HalTh HE MOryT! — BOCKMMKHYNa
Hapbs.

CkoTuHa B fepeBHe Bpoauna Ha BONbHOM Bbinace,
U, BbIBano, KOPOoBbI yxoamnu Kyaa-Hubyab Ha cTapble
BbIPYOKM MM BBEPX MO peKe AHs Ha ABa-TPM, a no-
TOM MPMXOAMIM OOMOW CamM, ¢ pasbyxwmmu coc-
KaMM U BbIMEHEM M, CTOSI PSAOM C LOMOM, PEBENM,
KaK AguKkue 3Bepu. XO38MKM, M MaTepsiCb, M Karnes
CKOTMHY, HauyMHamnM OCTOPOXHO MX paspamBatb. Ho
Cny4an C XOXITOBCKOM TEFIKOM 3aHEeC COMHEHMs U Tpe-
BOTY: CaMM JIM OHM YAparnu nacTMCb MIM y>Ke nexxat
roe-to, MPUKOMaHHbIe XO3SMCTBEHHbIM KOCOSAMbIM.
St1oT cnyvan B3Gypopaxun OEPEBHIO, Cpasy BCro-
MHUK, 1 Kak cobaku opyT No Houam («Hy NPSIMO Ha
NPUCTYN, TaK Opanu, Tak opanu, ocobeHHo nog, yTpo,
rosopunu 6abbl), u cobauui nav B Tanre HeLaneko ot
LEPEBHM.

Bcero atoro ®epop He 3Han 1, gocnywas Japsto,
cKasan:

— JlagHo, uTto-HUbYab NPUoYMaeMm.

Beuepom nouTtH BCsi MOMOAEKb XOAMNA C PYKbsi-
MM, BCTPEUanucb M f,0roBapmBanmcb, KTo u rge byper
KapaynuTb M FAe camoe HafeXHoe MecTo caenaTb
3acnpky. Crapwmii cbiH Depopa Toxe 3acobupancs.
OrTeu, monua Habnogan, Kak CbiH C AEeMNOBbIM BUAOM
nepebupan nynu.

— C lNeTpom noraem 3a nunopamy, — B3rMAsHYB
Ha OTLa, CKasarn napeHb. — Tam cTapasi MOMOMKa M
MefBeXbu crefpbl BOKPYT.

Mepop, nomon4yae, ckasan:

— CunbHO MHOro oxoTHMKOB. CnyrHeTe Bbl ero. —
Ewe HemHoro nogymas, pobasun: — [HeHuc, He 3a-
6biBali 30M10TOE NPABUIO OXOTHUKA, CTPENsH TONbKO
TOrpa, Korpa TouHo ybepuiubes, yBMOMLLb, Y4TO 3TO



3Bepb. M cam nompgeLlb SOMOM — Moy C BKITFOYEHHBIM
hoHapeM, @ TO MHOIFO FOPSYMX M KENAOLLMX OTMM-
yMTbCS.

YTPOM BbISICHUNOCH, YTO Mepgsenb MNpuxoamn,
HO, Kak u npegnonaran Mepop, bIKHYB Napy pas
B ryCTOM METNKOMEChe, yLUIErN, ene noTpeckusas cy-
XMMMK BeTKamu Ha 3emne. Noropa Bpope crana me-
HATbCS, MOAYN BOCTOK, KOTOPbIM BCEraga npuMHoOCHn
CNAKOTb.

— XoTb 6bl 4yTb-4yTb Monuno, — nogyman Me-
pop. — Peukn coscem obcoxnu, npobnema byper
3ae3)KaTb B BEPXHHE M3BYLLKHU.

Peuka, no kortopon oxotuncs (epop, 6bina
BEPTNSABA M MOPOXKMKCTA, M B MENKYHO Boay 3abpocka
pocTtaeanacb NGTom m Kposbto. [Noka Pepop 6bin B
TaKre, 3aBe3MnM CBEXMX MPOAYKTOB, M OH PELLMI CXO-
OMTb B MarasuH, NOCMOTPETb U Yero-Hubyab npuKy-
MTb. B npoxnagHoMm u NpUTEMHEHHOM MOMELLLEHHM
Hapogy 6bino mano. Mepop nosgoposancs, cran
paccmatpuBaTbh HOBblE KpPyrMbl, Korga 3aluna eue
ofHa noceTUTenbHMLA M CKasana HOBOCTb: ArallumH
Cepren Halen CBOKO KOPOBY M CMyrHyn C Hee mep-
Bepas. Ceprem »un psgomM C MarasmMHom, 1 Ha obpar-
Hom nyTn Depop K HEMY 3alLen — TOT Kak pas bbin
Bo gBope. [MNo3goposaslwmck, cnpocun, Npaeaa nm To,
4TO OH ycnblwan B marasuHe. Cepren pacckasan Bce
Kak 6bIno 1 Kak Hanyrarncs, Korga megseib KMHyncs
6exkatb oT Hero. (Depop yNpPeKHyn MYKMKa, 4ToO,
3Has obcTaHoBKYy, nowien 6e3 pybs.

— Beppb Tb1, Cepera, Mor psfgoM € KOPMUIMLLEN
cBoel 1 neds. MoHoO ckasaTb, noeesno Tebe.

— [la s ceropHs cobepy myx»ukos! Mbi ero, cyky,
Tam u 3aBanum, — rposuncs Cepren.

Mepop, BbiCNyLLaB, Kakue Kapbl XAyT pa3boiHu-
Ka, cKasan:

— Y mens k Tebe, Cepren, 6ynert npocbba. Ecnm
XouYellb Haka3aTb obupuMka, HMKOMY He roBopu —
rOe v Kak, MHaue BCE UCMOoPTST, i CAM MM 3alMYCb.

Ceprei cpasy cornacuncs. Pepop, npuas [OMoH,
BbicTpO nepeopencs, B3san ABYCTBOMKY M ¢ kobenem
Ha noBogKke nowien B yka3saHHoe Cepreem MmecTo.
OHo 6bI510 B MOMME PEKM U I'YCTO 33POCIIO HEPEMYLLI-
HUKOM M BbICOKMM, TOMLMHON B HOrY, TarbHUKOM.
Joras Ao npuHeceHHOM BeCeHHeN BOLOM KOpsirM, O
koTtopon rosopun Cepera, Pepop otnyctun npwu-
HroXxMBatoLerocsi kobena ¢ nosogka. ToT Ha maxax
CKpbINCSl MO Tpone, TYHHENEM BbILENAIOLLENCS Cpe-
OM FyCTOro YepeMmylluHWMKa M nanopoTHuka. lMocnbi-
Lanacb Kakas-To rpbi3Hs M cobaumi Busr. CkuHyB
py»be, 6bICTPO, HO BECb HACTOPOKE, C FOTOBLIM K
BbICTPENY OPYXMEM, MOCMELLMIT K ITOMY MeCTy. Tam
wna Hactoswas 6utsa. Pepgopos kobenb gpancs ¢
LBYMs pepeseHcknmu ncamu. Cxsatue ppbiH, Mepop
Ccpa3sy M3MeHUn KapTuHy 608, NPOTUBHMKKM MO30PHO

6exkann. OcmoTpes kobens u HMKaKMx paH He obHa-
PY»MB, OH ero npuessarn.

OT KOpOBbI OCTanoCb HEMHOro, BMAATb, XOPO-
wo nomornm cobaku. Mo Bcemy 6bino BUGHO, 4TO Y
HMX C MeABeAeMm HernacHbii foroeop: «Tbl HOYLIO,
Mbl — OHEM, KOPOB MHOrO, 3a4em pyratbcs?» Xopo-
wero mecTa, 4tobbl caenaTh nabas, He 6bINo — Bes-
e TanbHUK n yepemyxa. Ecnu cpenatb 3acugky Ha
3emne, To Boobue Huuero He yeuamwb. Kak Mepop
HM MapaKoBar, fydlle TPexX TanMH, PacrnonoMeHHbIX
NPSMO PSAOM C MPUBARON, MecTa He 6bino. Beipy6us
B CTOPOHE nanku gns nepeknaguH, Mepop nones Ha
TanuHy penatb nabas. K npueage 6bino 6nm3ko, 1 oH
xoTen caenaTb nabas NosbIle, HO KOraa OH MOAHAM-
Csl MO AepeBy [0 CepefmHbl, TanuMHa Nog, TAXKECTbIo
cTana knoHutbca Habok. Huuero He octasanock, Kak
genatb nabas Ha aToM BbiCOTE, MOTOMY 4YTO Apyrue
TanuHbl 6binm ewe ToHbLue. MpuBsA3as NnepexknagmHbl K
TPEeMm TanuHam, OH ycerncs Ha HUX 1 onpobosan csoe
coopyxeHue Ha ypobcteo npu cTpensbe. 3akpen-
NEeHHbIM Mexay TanuHamu nabas cran Kectye, HO
BCE PaBHO, KOrfa HaneTan nopbis BETPa, ero KMoHu-
1o B CTOPOHY, a BETep HaroHss 1 HaroHsn HebecHoM
XMapu 1 cTan y>ke coscem ceexxmit. K seuepy noroga
COBCEM MOMEHSNACh, C ONO34aHUEM OCEHb NPUHECNa
CBOM JLOXKOM U CbIPOCTb.

MpuknHyB pacctosHue, Mefop Bbiwen M3 AOMY
TaK, 4Tobbl 3aceBeTno ye 6biTb Ha nabase. Ho He
NOAPAacCUMTaB, YTO NOrofa NacMypHas, oH nogoLuen
K MECTY yXe B cymepKax. [loctosn y Tponbi-ToHHens,
nocnywan. Crblwanmcb TOMbKO NOPbIBbI BETPA M Lue-
necT BeTBEM, NUCT eLue He onan, u B 3apocnsax 6bino
y»e noutn TemHo. Korga oH npepcTasmn, Kak nomger
MO 3TOMY TEMHOMY, LUENECTALLEMY TOHHEMIO M YTO
TaM MOeT BbiTb, €My CTaro Kak-TO He O4YeHb YHoT-
Ho. [MocTosB eLe cekyHp, fecsaTb, OH CO B3BEAEHHbIM
PYbeM, OCTOPO3KHO, NMPUCAYLUMBAACH, ABMHYMCA K
nabasy. 3abpaswwucb Ha nabas, cpasy Mo4yBCTBO-
Ban cebs cnokoiHee u yeepeHHee. CTana MopocuTb
Kakas-To BogHas Mbib. «CMOYMT TpaBy — MOMKeT
NOJOMTH HECTIBILLHO» , — MENbKHYMO B rOfoBe, M TYT
»Ke MoCnbILanoch KaKoe-To LypLUaH1e M gBuMeHue
nop, nabaszom. Mepop 3amep, OCTOPOIKHO HAKIOHMB
ronosy, rasHyn BHu3. [Npubeskanu pee cobaku, no
6enoi pacuseTKe OH ONpeaenmn, YTo aTo, HaBepHoE,
cTapble 3Hakomble. CnepBa OH XOTEn MX MPOrHaThb,
uTobbl HE NOMELLANK, HO NOAYMAr, YTO, BEpHee BCe-
ro, 30,ecb [AABHO Y€ BCE 3HAaKOMbI M UTO MOXKET OHM,
HaobopoT, NOMOryT obHapY*MTb MOAXOL OCTOPOK-
HOMO XMLLHMKA.

Mepopy 6bino narbaecst net. Bero cozHatenbHyto
YKM3Hb OH OXOTHIICS, XM M KOPMMIT CEMBIO OXOTOM.
70 6bIn He NepBbIl ero measedb, 4o6bIBan OH MX He-
mano u bbiBan B pasHbix cuTyaumsx. M Ha nabasax oH



paHbLUe CTpensis, HO Te Bbinu Ha KPEnK1X OepeBbax 1
Ha MPUIMYHOM BbiCOTE. DTOT XKe Kauarncs oT KaXkaoro
nopbIBa BETPAa, M KOrAa CTano COBCEM TEMHO, KaK B
yynaHe, Mepop noTepsn OpMeHTaUMIO: FAe 3eMrs,
roe Hebo, ero kauano, kak B Konbibenu. Korga se-
Tep Ayn B rPyAb, TO €ro KIOHMUMO CMMHOIO K 3eMrne.
Kasanocb 3To ggueHue HEBbIHOCUMMO AOoNrMMm, Bbino
olLyLIeHME, YTO OH CeM4Yac KOCHETCS CMMHOK 3eM-
MU MM TOHKME OEepeBbs He BbIOEPKAaT ero TAXKecCTH
U cnomatotcs. [loTom B onpepeneHHoN To4Ke 3TO
OBMXKEHME 3aMMPano M HauMHanoch B obpaTtHyro cTo-
poHy. TaK e [0Mro U MY4YUTENbHO KIIOHMIUCH Y3Ke
K gpyroi Touke 3emnu. Pepop parke npobosan po-
CTaTb 00 3E€MIM HOroOM, TaK, Ka3arnocb, HU3KO CKIMOHS-
nUcb pepesbs.

«locnopu! 5 »ke Ha Hero Bepxom capy! — menbk-
Hyno B ronoee. Ho TpesBbIi paccypok rosopun: —
D710 BCce amoumn. [lHem ke cugen, Bugen, HaCKomMbKO
KavaeTcs nabas, Tak YTO YCNOKOMCSI».

Mepgeps oH ycnbiwan no dblkaHblo, Korga ToT
cTan NpUMHIOXMBATLCS, @ Kak oH nopgolien, Mepop He
cnbiwan. Cobakn beccrnegHo Mcnapunucb, Ha)ke Hu
a3y He raBKHYB.

«Csonouu, xneboeppl, — nofyman oH nNpo Hux. —
3eepb, BMpaTh, NpuBbIK K cobakam, He cTan ocTo-
POXHMYaTb, a cpa3y NOAOLLEN U 3aXPYCTEN KOCTAMM.
Kak He nopaBuTcs?!» — MENbKHYMO B roriose.

CHu3y paspaBanocb 4aBKaHbe, COMeHWe WU [py-
rue 3ByKu, 3Bepb pasrpeban u BCTpsxuBan, NOTOMY
YTO CrbILLANoOCh Kakoe-To xnonaHbe. MNogoxaas ewe




HEMHOro M ycrnokomsLumnch, Pepop skntoumn Tpexba-
TapeeuHbln poHapb. Megeenb 6bin NPSIMO MOg, HUM,
HO €ro rofoBy C NOMaTkamu 3aKpbIBaNM BETBU C IMCT-
BOM, M €CINi1 3TO MECTO JHEM XOPOLLO MPOCMaTPHBa-
NoCb, TO ceMyac oT BeTOK bbina TeHb U 38 HUMMK Bbino
Huyero He empatb. OcseuwleHHbIM Bbin TONbKO 3ap,
megpeas. Mpu Bcer aTok HanpsixkeHHoN obcTaHoBKe
Pepopa yamBuno 1, parke MOMKHO CKasaTb, passe-
CEenuno, Kak MeOBEXMH KyLbli XBOCTMK MOKPYKM-
Barncs OT yA,0BOJbCTBMUS, KaK Y KAKOrO-TO NOPOCEHKaA
MIMK KO3MeHKa, KOTopbIM coceT TuTbKy. Mepop cpa-
3y BbIKMIOYMI POHAPb, OH HE 3Har, KaK 3Bepb oTpea-
rupyeTt Ha cseT, M Bosncs ero cnyrHyTb. Mocupes
HEKOTOpPOE BPeMsl B TEMHOTE, OH MpMLLEn K BbIBO-
LY, YTO 3Bepb, 3aKPbITbIM NMUCTBOM, CBETA HE BUOMT,
U yxxe Bonee CNoKOMHO BKMOUMN poHapb. 3a rofgbl
OoXxoTbl BbipaboTanach NPUBbIYKA CTPENSTh TOMbKO MO
SICHO BUOMMOM Lienu, a 34,eCb NPUXOAUINOCH LEenmTbCs
KyLa-To B 4epHOTY, u xoTb Mepop paccumtan, rage
LOMXKHbI BbITb NonatkM, 3acTtasuTb cebs HaXaTb Ha
KypoK npunock ycunmuem sonu. C yTpoBHbIM Bbli-
ObIXOM, MOMYPEBOM 3BEPb NTOMAHYICsl B CTOPOHY,
Kpylla BCe Ha CBOEM MyTH, U METPOB Hepes CTo
NATbAECAT 3aThX.

Becb Hanpsrwmch, Pepop cnywan. bbino Ttmxo.
Tak HanNpPOMOM YXOOMT TOMbKO CMEPTErbHO PaHeH-
HbiM 3Bepb. OH 3Han 310 U BbIN NOYTH yBEpPEH, YTO
3TO Ccropsya M ceryac 3Bepb NEMT YyIKE MEpPTBbIM.
Mepop He nNobUn cneLwmnTb, CenMHac OH TOXe PeLumn
nocupetb, NOCMYLLaTb, MOXET, BCe-TaKM 3Bepb 3aTa-
uncs u 4em-H1Mbyab BbIDACT, YTO OH XHBOM. Pspom ne-
roHbKO XpycTHyna sBeTtka. Cobakn? Ho octopoxHoe
nodbIKMBaHME BbIJANo, YTO 3TO Apyroe, sTopoin! Bu-
0aTb, KOaNW B CTOPOHe, Korpa 6onee cunbHbik 38epb
HacbITUTCs M oTonpet. BonHeHne u asapT NOTMXOHL-
Ky BblOaBIMBanu BepHyBLUeecs crokoicTeue. Mas Ha
3acupKy, 3apsKas pybe, Mepgop BCTaBUN ABe Nynu,
HO CTPEensiTb M3 HYOKa OH He MnaHuMpoBan — TaK, Ans
nopacTpaxosku. C 3TUM pPy>KbeM OH XOOMI 3a MyCsmM,
roe Ba)keH KyuHbii 601, 1 Mepop Gosncs pacTaHyTb
nynsmu nesbin cTBon. «Hago notnxoHbKy nepesaps-
OWTb Py>Kbe, — NocTyKuBarno B ronose. — Nogoiper,
HaYyHeT YaBKaTb, TOrAa M 3aPsXKY».

Ho 3Bepb ocTopoiKHuuan u, cTos OT MpuBagbl
MeTpax B BOCbMM-AECSTHU, MOTMXOHbKY HIOXan BO3-
nyx. «Yuget! Bupatb, BbiICTpen BHM3 OCTaBMN 3anax
cropeslero nopoxa. Hepaneko, no rnasam, Bbi-
cTpento B rofnoBy», — CTy4ano B mosrax. [lotu-
XOHbKY cTan nepenambisatb 6eckypkosky. Ho ko-
roa Ha oxoTe gHeM Bce 3TO fernaellb B a3apTe, He
3aMeuyaelllb KOe-KakKue MENouM, M Cemyac, HoOubio,
B HamMpsi}KeHHOM TULUMHE HEOXMOAHHO pa3spancs
ene CrbiWHbIM METanMMUYecKMi LWEeNYoK B3BOAMMO-
ro kypka. «bnun! Bce! Hy, xpeH ctapbiii, coscem

3abbin! Hapo ke tak». Mepop TaK 1 cupen c pac-
KPbITbIM pYyXbem, 6osicb coenatb XoTb Kakoe-To
ABvKeHne. Bce 6bino TMXO, CKOMbKO MOTOM HMU
BCMyLUMBArCS B HOYb, HMYEro He ycrbiwarn, 3Bepb
ywen. 3aKkpbiB pPy»be 1 NOTUXOHbKY maTteps cebs,
Mepop pewwun: «[ocuKy AO paccBeTa, MOTOM
novpy 3a cobakamu». Houb crama otctynatb, 3a-
cepeno, cranu MPOrnsabiBaTbCsl BETKM M JIMCTbs
6nukanmx aepesbes. BHu3y nocnbiwancs wopox.
Mocmotpes, Pepop yeupen cobaky, oHa nokasa-
nacb 3HaKOMOM, C KYLibIM XBOCTOM.

— Bobka! — nosean.

Cobaka nogHsna rofioBy M yCMneHHo, KaK driarom,
3amaxana orpbI3Kom, 3To 6bin kobenb cTapluero
cbiHa. D10 6bin xopowwmi kobenb, 3seposon. Pepop
obpapoBaHHO criycTurcs Ha 3emnto, nopo3sas bobky,
OH B3sN €ro Ha BEPEBOYKY M, MOYCbKMBAsi, NoABen K
cnepy ctpensHHoro 3seps. Cobaka, NpMHIOXMBasCh,
nowrna. Mporas elie HEMHOro u Buas, 4To Koberb
yBepeHHo TsHeT no cnepy, Mepop otnyctun cobaky,
yepes KOPOTKOE BPEeMs MOCMbILANCS Nak M TYT Ke
cMorK. BoigeprkuBas HanpasneHue Ha nan, uas yepes
yallly, CKOPO HaTKHyrncs M Ha cobaKky, M Ha MepTBO-
ro mensepas. OH nexkan ronosok no xopy. «Coox Ha
bery», — onpegenun OXOoTHWK. DTo Bbin cpeHmx
pPa3smepoB YepHbIH caMell,.

Ha crnepyrowmii Beyep, € y4yeTOM caenaHHbIX
ownbok, Pepop oTnpaeuncs Ha 3acuaky. Moporias
3acBeTnO K NPUBAAE, OH YBMAES, YTO TaM MOYTH HUYe-
ro He octanocb. Bansnucb pactackaHHble cobakamm
KOCTH, BCe BbINo yTonTaHo.

— MpupeTt npoBepuTb, — pPeLUMn OH M nones Ha
nabas.

Mpocupen po Hacy HouM, Kpome cobak, HUKTO He
nogxoaun. Ytobbl He MATM HOUBLIO MO KyCTam, OH pe-
LM MaTM [oMon Geperom. Monyyancs Kprok, HO MATH
Tam 6bino nerye u cywe. [oxab Tak 1 MOPOCHN C ne-
pepbiBamu, MBCe, 4TO Morno, Habparno snarn. Uatnno
nabepere 6bino nerko, u He BbINO LYMa OT KYCTOB M
TPaBbl, KOTOPbIE LYPLLANM MO KypTKe 1 carnoram. Me-
[Op Lwaran no4yti 6ecluymMHoO, OpMEHTUPYSCL MO CBa-
ny Kk peke. Ero sanHTepecoBan Kakon-To HEMOHSITHbIM
3BYK, KOTOpbIM Bpofe 6bl 6bin Be3ge, HO KOHKPETHO
4TO M OTKYJAA LIYMMT, Bbino onpeaenuTs TpyaHo. MPe-
[LO0P OCTaHOBMIICS, 3aKPYTHB rOMOBOM, CTan yCHNEHHO
BcnywmeaTtbcs. Ceepxy! D1o cBepxy. B kpomeluHon
TbMe LUen rnepeneT ManeHbKMX NTUYeK. DTO OHM TH-
XOHbKO LiebeTanu, MepeKknuKkascb, M LyMenu Kpbl-
nbiwkamu! Pepop Bbin NopaxkeH, fo Yero npUpopa
coBepLUEeHHa 1 KaK [arneK OT Hee YernoBex.

Mopxons k pepesHe, Menop yeuaen ceeTt B OKHe
CBOEro TOBapMLLLA, KOTOPbIM Bbin HeXeHaTbli, M pe-
LUK 3aMTU B TOCTH M NOAENUTLCSA yCrbIlaHHbIM. Mopa-
HUMAasCb Ha yrop, OH yBMAern CTOSILLEro 4erioBeka.



3710 6bIN Anekcen, cocen, Muxamna. Anekcen 6bin
XOPOLLUMI MYXMK, pbl6aK M OXOTHWK, HO MaHUYECKM
Bosslumiics mepseps. OH paboTtan Ha AM3EnbHOM, M
KOrfa npoxogmn cryx O MefBeasx unu, He pan bor,
OH BMOen criepn, 3seps BO3ne Au3enbHoW (@ oHu no-
yeMy-To NMObMIM Typa NoaxoduTb, YTO-TO MX MHTE-
pecoBano, unu 3anax Consipbl, UM YTO-TO OPYroe),
AneKcen yxe € pyxbem He paccrasarncs, 4to 6bino
NMOBOAOM A5l LUYTOK AepeBeHCKUXx My ukos. Pegop
nospoposarcs ¢ AfeKceem, Crpocun, NoYemy oH He
cnut. Anekcen oTBETMN, YTO OH nposoxaet B Kpac-
HOSIPCK [04b M KapaymuT Tennoxopd. [lotom, ocmo-
Tpes MDepopa, Nomonyan 1, CMOTPS Ha HOYHYHO Yyr-
promyto Taury, cnpocun:

— bepop, 3auem Tebe ato? Heyrxkenu tebe Tak
HY>KeH 3ToT meggefp! YTo Tbl B TaKyrO HEHACTHYHO
HOUYb Na3uLLb 3@ HUM YepT-Te rae?

Mepop Bbin MY>KHK C FOMOPOM M HE MOT YNy CTUTb
TAKoOro MOMeHTa MopwyTuTb. [loMonyas gns 3Haum-
TENbHOCTU, OH C YYBCTBOM CKasarn:

— Anekcen! 3Haellb, MHe Befb OH Ha XPeH He Hy-
}KEH, KaKasi C Hero KopbIcTb? A KaK MOAyMaro, H4TO OH
€[0MHCTBEHHOrO XOPOLUEro AM3enucTa CbecT — Me-
cTa NpsiIMo He Haxoxy!

AneKkcell Mmonya cmoTpen Ha HouHoW Enucen.
«LLlyTka ocTtanacb HeoueHeHHOM», — nopgyman MDe-
pop. Ho Tyt Anekcel cpblBatoLLMMCs FONIOCOM MPO-
n3Hec:

— beps! Cnacubo! — warHyn K Hemy, B3siB ero
PYKY, KPEenKo C3Kar, C APOXbio B rofioce eLie pas
ckasan: — Cnacubo!

Mepop 6bICTPO OTBEPHYN CBOE NMULLO OT CBETA,
ytobbl Anekcen He goragancs, Yto 3To bbina Bcero
nmwb wyTka. K Muxauny ®epop 3axogun nopg, ere-
yatTneHnem npowusowepgero. «Bor Tak nowyTtun,
HasbiBaeTcs!» — pyman oH. PacckasbiBasi Bce 310
Muxanny, dPepop BCce COKpyLUancs,, YTO TaK Heypau-
HO MOLLYTHN Hag, 3TUM BECXMTPOCTHBIM YENIOBEKOM M
Kakas y Toro 6ynet obuaa, ecrnm oH NoMMeT, 4To 3To
6bina NPoOCcTo NoaKornkKa.

OceHb pelumna pokasaTtb, YTO OHa He 3abbiBaeT
cBOoM 0643aHHOCTH, M NOTOMY C YTPa KN Y3Ke HacTos-
UMM NMBEHb, Be3ae bnectenu ny»xum u 6bina rpsssb.

— Cxoxy, cerogHs ewie nokapayno, 1 sce. byay
cobupartbces B Tanry, — pewwmn Mepop.

Jexb B xnonotax nponeten 6bictpo. MNpuas 3a-
csetno, Mepop 3anes Ha nabas, npocupgen po non-

HOYM, BECb MPOMOK, MOTOM, PELUMB, YTO XBaTHT,
nowuen gomon Hanpsmyto. Mo popore cnyrHyn no-
LIafei, KoTopble C FPOMKMM TOMaHbeMm NIOMaHYNMChb
OT Hero Mo KycTam.

«BupaTtb, MX TOXKe NOXMaTbIM MOroHsM, pas Takue
nyraHbie», — nogyman oH. Boonb coexosHoro oro-
popaa, KOTopbi Bbil B CAMOM HU3Y AEPEBHM, TAHY-
nacb pasburas TpakTopHas gopora. CTynus Ha Hee,
Cpasy no4yBCTBOBAN TAMECTb Ha Horax, canoru ob-
MM M C TPYAOM OTpbiBanucb oT 3emnu. Pepop
LUen B TEMHOTE, OCTOPOXHO nepecTasnss Horu, 6o-
fiCb MOnacTb B rMyBoKyo TpaKTopHyto Korneto. B ato
BPeMms y KpaMHero [oma 3acBeTMNMCb ABa KapmaH-
HbIX POHaps M Mocnbilanucb Bo36yXaeHHble romno-
ca. Cnos Henb3s 6bi10 pasobpatb, OTAENbHO TOMLKO
AOHOCMUMNOCh:

— BoH on! BoH Tam!

MoctosiB 1 noHabntopae, Mepop MOTUXOHLKY
ABMHYnNCs panbwe. B 3to Bpems no popore no-
CrbILIANMCb Kakue-To Lunenkn M dbipkaHbe. KoHb!?
Ho kakas-To TpeBora TMxo 3anonHsna rpyab: ecnu
KOHb, TO Mo4YeMy OH BEeXMT KO MHe, a He Haobo-
poT1? BblaepHyB M3-3a roneHula canora ¢oHapsb,
Hanpasmn Ny4 cBeTa Ha 3BYK M CPasy CYyAOPOXHO
ctan caeprueatb pyxbe. OHO BbIno 3apsKeHo, HO
BMceno 3a cnmHoi. Ha ®Pepopa Hecnacb noxmaras
meppexbs 6aiuka. Jlyy ceeta 6bin y3KMM M BbICBEYM-
Ban TOMbKO FOMOBY M MenNbKaBLUMe NnepepHue narbl.
Kauarolasics ronoea co cCBETAWLMMMUCS 3emneHbIMU
rnasammn 6bictpo npubmmikanace. Crblwanocb Ts-
>Kernoe [bixaHue 3Beps C XIOMNaroLLMM 3BYKOM MPH
MPbKKax Mo rps3su, Kasanocb, YTO BCe 3TO HapBM-
raetcsi BMecCTe C rycToro YepHOTOM, KoTopas 6bina
3a Kpyrom ceeTa. MbIcnu B ronoBe MopTankMBanm
opHa ppyryto: «bnusko! C kaprteun! MNynen! Mnu
cpasy c aeyx»! Ho TyT po mepseps powno, 4to no
Jopore Lunenana coBcem He KOpoBa, OH pe3kKo, ¢
KaKMM-TO MOBOPOTOM B CTOPOHY, TOPMO3HYn. Pe-
AO0P ABMHYIN CTBONAaMM 338 HUM, HO CTYKHYBLUMMCS O
py>Kbe dpoHapb norac. beicTpo TpsaxHyn, ny4y cBeta
LLapwmn y>e no nycton mectHocti. Bot oH! Hactos-
WMiH-To oxoTHUK! A Te, BuAaaTb, Bbinu HaxNebHMKM,
y>Ke NpMLLM Ha roToBoe.

Mdepopa KONOTHMNO, OH CTOsAN Ha gopore u bes-
AYMHO cMoTpen B TeMHOTY. bonblue B 3Ty oceHb oH
He XOAmn KapaynuTb — Hafo Ha Npombicen. A 3Toro
CKOTMHHMKA Mokman B nNeTno necHuk Bacunumii.
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