Cgert u3 okHa Bcerzia 6yaut. Tem 6oJiee ecim 3T0 OKHO
HaXOZUTCS MPsIMO Ha BocToKe. COJIHIIE BCTAET, pacmycKa-
eT CBEXXHe JIyYM M CTpesisieT MMH HPSIMO B TBOe CIIsIiee
qmio. Toraa 4YeoBeK HEBOJBLHO OTKPhIBaeT riasa. Kak
He YJIBIOHYTBHCS, OCO3HABAs, YTO BIIEPEM JKIET HOBBIN
nenb? W npyroit 4esnoBek yibiGHeTCs. ECIM TOJNBKO OH
He THL.

Thl OTBepHeWbCsl OT OKHA. Thl 10 6OJIM YTKHEMIbCS B
nozywky. Thl 3a1UIavelb OT BHYTpeHHe# 60JM, Koraa cie-
3bl KaTATCA 10 1leKaM, Ge3 BCSKOTro 3ByKa. A Bce IOTOMY,
YTO JHU TBOM MEPEIITHA Ha Yachl.

Huka nexana, yTKHYBIIMCh B MOAYIIKY. Iloaymika
B3MOKJIa OT cJie3, 60Jib Guiach 06 CTEHKH cepaia.

— Huka, npocHynace?

D10 Mezncectpa Pura. OHA aKKypaTHO IPUIOIHUMAET
071Ees1JI0, CMSITOE HOYbIO, U YKPBIBAET KaK Haslo.

Huka He ImeBeiuTcsi. 3a4eM YTO-TO TOBOPHUTh, €CIU
Yachl OTCYUTBHIBAIOT BPeMsl MUl TBOEro mepexozna? Buepa
OHa yCJIblINaja, Kak Ge3yTelHo phiaia Mama, II0Ka IOKTOP
pacckasblBasa eif 0 TParuyHOCTH TOJIOKEHUSL.

— Pak 6ecriomazaeH, — TOBOpHMJIa OHa, CTapasch He
CMOTpETh B HECYACTHbIE TJla3a MaTepy, — Ballel JoYepu

ocTancs MakcuMyM Mecsl. He roBopure eif 06 3ToM HoKa.
He y6uBaiite ee paHblile BpeMeHH.

JIOKTOD ele YTO-TO roBOpWia, HO Huka yxe He CIbI-
masna. OHa jiexxana Ha GOMBHUYHOU KOWKe, HA KOTOPOU
BCEero Heyiesiell paHbllle MeyTaaa O TOM, KaK BEPHETCS JI0-
Moii. 11 BOT Bce 060pBajIocCh.

ITocne 3Toro U HaBepHyIHCh cie3bl. OHA GeccuibHa!
OHa Majia ¥ HUYTOXHA T1epei TOU CTPAIIHON Hen36exKHOM
HPONAcTbio — cMepThi0. OHa HUYero He MOXKET U3MeHHTh,
OHa CKOBaHa 110 PyKaM M HOTaM 3THMHU OOJIbHIYHBIME OKO-
BaMM, OHa CJIOBHO B TIOpbMe. Eii cTaso 04eHb XayKo cebsl.
JKanko Mamy u3 TpeTbell nanaTel, IOTOMY 4TO Ta yMepJa
MeHblIe Hezieu Hazaza. CKOJIBKO OHU Oerasu o OoJbHHULE,
BBICJIYIIMBAs TUXO€ BOpYaHUe JIeXXYPHBIX MO 3Taxkam. Te-
nepb Mamu He cTano. Ckopo He craHeT 1 Huxku.

B tor Beuep Huka ¢ Mameii cuzenu B MamuHo# na-
nate. D10 6bUT 0cOOeHHBIN Bedep, Huka aTo 4yBCTBOBaAA.
@oHaps HampoTHB MamMHOrO OKHA Gpocas Ha NMOTOJIOK
HEOHOBble OJIMKM, pa30aBlieHHble JMMOHHBIM CBETOM Ha-
CTOJIbHOM JIaMIIbl. BbII0 HEOOBIYHO, KPACKUBO M PaZiOCTHO.

— 3Haemsp, — Havyaysa Mama, — BYepa KO MHe 3ajeres
MOTBIJIEK.



HagepHoe, Hazo onucats Mary. DTo 6buta 06bIYHAS
NleBOYKA C POCCHIIBIO 30JI0THIX BECHYILEK Ha IeKaX, HeKOr-
[la IMEIOIas KOIHY PbDKUX BOJIOC, BBIOIIMXCA HA KOHLAX.
Ceituac ee royiopa ObLIIO HAYKCTO BBIOPHUTA, KAK U FOJIOBA
Huxu. OHU cuzieny Ha NOCTeJU, CKIOHUBIIUCD APYT K APY-
Ty, TpOraTeJIbHbIe, KaK [jBe ITUYKU.

— Hacrosmuit? — ynbi6Hynach Huxa.

— Cawmblil yTo HU Ha ecTb! CKOpee Bcero, OH 3ajeTel,
KorJia poBeTpUBaNU manaTy. Takoil JoXMaTeHbKUH, ce-
polit. Kpbiibsa kak senectouku! OH cell KO MHe Ha MOAyLI-
Ky. H...

Maiua HeBeceJIO yCMEXHYJIACh.

— OxcaHa mpubuIa ero Myxo60MKO.

DT0 MoJofass MefcecTpa. 3aMKHyTasg U CepauTas.
Maiua u Huka ee He 60SUTHCh, HO YTO-TO CKUMAJIOCh B TPY-
Iu, Korja Ta BXOAu/Ia B masnary. /la, oHa Bce fieslaeT mpa-
BIJIbHO, 110 MHCTPYKLKU. KpoMe 0fHOrO — OHa He MOGHUT
CBOUX MOZIONeYHBIX. HO B MHCTPYKLUM 3TO U He IPOIUCAHO.

MamuHo TpyCTHOE JULO ObLIO IOKPBITO NAyTUHKOMN
HeoHOBOTO cBeTa GoHaps. OH xe OTPaXkajics U Ha CTeHe,
HEMOZBIDKHBIN U CKYYHBIH, KaK OZHOOGPA3HBIIA GONBHIY-
HbIH fieHb. HUKaKoro ABMKEHUS B HeM: HU OTcBeTa ¢ap
MallyH, HU OTOJIecKa PeKJIAMHBIX IIOZICBETOK. BOJbHIY-
HbIi 3260p He I03BOJIAET MHBIM GIMKaM IPOHUKHYTD CIOZA.
3zech cBost aTMocdepa. ATmocdepa 60U 1 TOMUTETILHOTO
OXWUJaHUSA.

— V¥V MeHs nmoMa XuBeT XOMSK, JIIoK, — cka3ana Huxka,
THOTJIaXMBask NOZAPYry MO ToweMy medy, — S mo6io
«3Be3[Hble BOMHBI» U IaXke XOMsAKA Ha3Baja B YeCTb OHO-
ro u3 repoes. CMeIIHO, NpaBa? — Maia THXOHBKO 3acMe-
anack. — OH 04YeHb MeHd JII0OUT, KaK U 1 ero. Korzna mens
YBO3WJIM B GOJBHULYY, MHE 0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH ILIaKaJl.

Mamra XATpo NpuIypriach.

— Ecnu st ympy, ThI 6y/i€eliib peBeTh?

— Ila, — pemuTenbHO cKa3ana Huka, — a Thl Gynerb
peBeTb, eCJIU A yMpy?

— Eme kax.

Ioapyru o6Hsiarch. CTajo TemsIo 1 Becesio, XOTeN0Ch
HIyTUTb U cMeATbCs. OHM BMecTe! Korza psazom ecTs mie4o
Apyra, HU4ero He cTpamHo. OHYU CMeAIHCh, O 9eM-TO BCIIO-
MMHas, [I0Ka JlexXypHas He oTnpasuia Huky B cBOIo nanary.

Ha cnenyromee yrpo Maima ymepia.

— OnATh BCIO HOYb IIJIaKaJa? — HeJOBOJILHO CIIPOCUIIA
teTa Pura, nonpasnisa Hukuny nopymky.

Terss Puta — mnoxwnas MezacecTpa, npsdyiias CBOIO
MATKYI0, KaK BOCK, IyIlly 38 HAPOUUTON CTPOTOCTHIO.

— Kakasi teneps pasHuna? — 6e3ydacTHo ckazana Huka.

— DBonpmas, — cepAUTO OTBETUNA MeJCecTpa, — 4ero
cyie3bl 6e3 TOJIKY JINTh?

— YT0 c1e3bl IUTh? — 3aKuIleB, 3aKkpuyana Huka. — A B
YeM CMBICJI )KATh ¥ Yero-TO JKIaTh? 3adeM, eciiv, 6bITb MO-

XeT, 4yepe3 MUHYTY A [epecTaHy AblIaTb? 3a4yeM YUTaThb
KHUT'Y, €CI¥ y)XKe 3Haelllb, YeM OHa 3aKOHYMTCA? 3adem?
3auyem?

Ona B Geccunny yrana Ha IOAYILKY.

«DTO HEYeCTHO, — JyMasia OHa, CJIOBHO B Gpezy, — Ho-
1emy s 6osero...»

Mama 1ovYeMy-To He IPUXOAMIA B GOJMBHUILY YKe TPH
nHs. OHa BCe TaK Ke OTIIPaBJIsijia Nepeaayw, nucaia B MH-
TepHeTe, HO He Ipuxozuia. Huka ocranach JIMIIOM K JIMLY C
YacaMy, OTCYUTHIBAIOIIVIMY CeKYHABI ee )KU3HMU.

DTU 4Yachl BUCEJIM HAa CTeHe MPSMO HANpPOTHUB Hee. Bo
BCeX IajiaTax ObLIM CTapeHbKHe, HO CBOM 4achl. JIexa Ha
KpPOBaTH, Thl OKa3bIBAeIlbCS MPSAMO HANPOTUB HUX U BU-
JUIIb TOJBKO UX. PaHble oHM ¢ Maiei cYuTaay 4ackl 0
BBIMICKU. Yachl GbUTH IPYTOM, TIEPEKUBAIOIIAM BMECTe C
HUMHU CTpax U Hazexny. ITocie 3asABJeHUs JOKTOPA 4achl
IIpeBpaTIINCh BO Bpara. Huka He XoTesla CMOTPeTb Ha HUX,
HO B3[JISIZ YIIOPHO BBIXBATHIBAJ [IBETHOE MATHO Ha 6esoi
CTeHe.

B nanary Bomna Tets Pura. Huka He Gbla pacrosioxe-
Ha K pa3roBOpy U IOTOMY ITPUKpbLIA I71a3a, [ief1asd BUA, 4TO
cut. Ho TyT e cjieioM 3a MeJicecTpoli BoIluia IaBBpay.

— CmuT, — 1IenoToM ckasajsia Tetss Puta. — Bbl 1o-
cMoTtpuTe, Mapp BacuibeBHa, Kak ke OHa IIOXyZAesna,
KOCTOYKY BUHBI. OTYanBAETCS, U OT 3TOrO 6OJIe3Hb MPO-
rpeccupyer.

— Purouka, GoJbliIe /7Sl IeBOYKY Ce/IaTh HUYEro Hellb-
3st. OHa y Hac U Tak 06eCKpPOBJIeHA OTepaLUsiMH, aHATU3bI
HauXy/line, TI0C AeNpeccusi, yCyryosiomas MoI0XKeHHe.
[Toka OHa caMa He TOJHMMETCS IyXOM, Mbl 0OeCCHJIbHbI
nepes ee Gosie3Hbl0, — ycnbliana Huka ycramblit rojoc
rJIaBBpaya.

Ona morporana HukwHy pyKy, NpUMOZHsIa MOAGO-
POJIOK, B3/J0XHYJIa, TIOKAa4YaB TONI0BOM, KaK fleslaa BCera,
Korga Oblia 03a004yeHa IOJIOKeHreM G0JbHOro. TOJBKO
B3710X OBUI He 03a00YEHHBII, a Oe3HANEKHBIH.

— BrpoueM, B KauecTBe MCKJIIOYeHHUS MONpoOyil, — 3a-
JyMYMBO IPOroBOpUiIa OHa. — Huka cnaBHas feBouka. Bot
ObI BCEX JIeTell TaK CIIACTH.

— Maps BacunbesHa! — ycibimana Huka ToHeHbKuUi
royiocok. — JleHbKe U3 TpeThbell MajaThl ONATh IJI0X0, OH
TOBOPUTH He MOXeT, XPUIUT U MJIayer...

— Xopoo, Kocts, uny, — TyT e oTpearupoBaia A0K-
TOP U CKPbLIACh, IPUKPBIB [IBEPb.

Terst Pura cena Ha CTyJs y KpOBaTH, pacrpasisisi 6eoe
MIOJIOTEHIIE.

— XBaturt, Huka, f 3Hao, YTO Thl He CIIUIb, — BJAPYT
CKa3aja OHa.

[putBOpsSTLCsE GOJbIle He GbLIO CMBICHA, 1a U XOTe-
JIOCh TIOCKOpee pacnaxHyTb rna3a. Huka orzisagenacsk, co-
IyPUBIIUCE OT GEIOCHEXHBIX CTEH.



Tersa Pura cunena ¢ IpeclioOKONHBIM BUJIOM U IpHJIeXk-
HO pacIpasJisia MOJOTeHIa.

— 1 Bce paBHO 3achlnana, — ckasaua Huka yrpromo.

— 51 Bep1o, — B TOH eii OTBeTusa TeTs Pura.

— 41 Bce ciplllazna, — CPbIBAIOLIMMCS LIETIOTOM CKa3aa
Huxka.

— 3Haw, — KUBHYyJA MeACeCTpa, He OTPhIBasACh OT
paGoThI.

— Ho s HuKorza 6oJblire He CMOTY pPafoBaThCs!

B otBet Tersa Pura npomosdaina. HakoHel, CJI0XUB I10-
JIOTeHLe, MeJiceCTpa HeBO3MYTUMO I10)KaJa IedaMu.

— Tl cMupHIIach ¢ 60J1e3HBIO, TAK?
Huka cxana KyJ1auku oT 6eccunus.
— Na.
— Eme oaus Bonpoc. ThI TOGHIIb JKUBOTHBIX?

Ot HeoxupanHoro Bonpoca Huka oroponena. Berom-
HWIcs XoMsK JIIOK, laneKuil MUJIbIIA JIpyT, OCTaBLIMICA B
TOM, CBETJIOM MHUpe, 60JIbIlle HeJOCTYITHOM €eid.

— Ja... — nporoBopuina Huka, — a 4to?
— Hagetoch, — yinbibasich, ckasana Tets Pura, — ckopo
y3Haellb!

ITpocuynack Huka OT CTyKa JOXAA 10 KapHuU3y. CloB-
HO THICAYM KPOLIEYHBIX KAOGIYYKOB CTY4Yaad MO KpBILIe,
KpbUIbL, achanbTy. HUKa OTKpbLIA I71a3a, U EPBOH, KOTO
OHa yBuZena, OblIa Mapycs, KoTopasi cuziena Ha ee KpoBa-
TH U IJIAfieN1a B OKHO.

Boobme Hyika, fa 1 BCe MAlMeHThl JaBHO IPUBBIKIIY,
4yT0 Mapycs HaxoAuTcA Besfie U Bcrofly. Huka Toxe He yau-
BUJIACh, YBUZIeB Mapycio paaoM.

— Mapycs... DTo [OXKAB?

JeBouka moBepHyach k Huke, yibiOHyIach.

— JIOXIUK.

Komnara nompaysesna oT Ty4. besble CTeHbI TOTeMHeNN.

Mapycbka — HeBBICOKas CTpaHHas AeB4yymKa. Huka
3Hasa, 4To y Hee Jjeiikemusi. He mo romam Mapycs 6bina
TUXOH, 3alyMYMBO} U BCerZa NOABJIANACh Y KDOBATU TOTO,
KOMY HyXHa Obuta monnepxka. OHa MoOrJia OPOCTO OBITh
PAZOM U MOJIYaTh, U OT 3TOrO NMPOXOAMIIA GOJIb MeMsIle-
TO OJIMHOYeCTBa, UM MOTJIa Pa3rOBOPUTD YesloBeKa, U yX
nofHUMaCA. MezcecTpbl Ha3blBad ee aHIeJI0YKOM.

Huka noHsna, 4yro Mapyca npunuia K Hell He IIpO-
CTO TaK.

CrpeJsika Ha Yacax 3acTblia Ha mectepke. Cepbie 06a-
Ka, CJIOBHO CBasIsABIINeCS KJIOYKM OBYMHOW IIEPCTH, Mel-
JIEHHO TIepe/IBUrajIvCh Ha CeBep.

— Mmne rpycrHo, — nogymana Huka, n naxe He crioxsa-
TUJIACh, YTO TOBOPUT BCIIYX. B 3Ty mpoctyio ¢pasy Bioxu-
J1ach Bcs 60JIb, BeCh CTPAax OXXWZAHWSA, BCe BbIIJIAKAHHBIE
Beuepa, KOrJja OHa 3achlaa B IOTY OT MBICJIeH O CMepTH.

— ITouemy? — nmoBepHynace Mapycsa k Huke.

— Bboroce.

— Yero Goumbcst?

— He npocHyThCA.

Mapyca B3sna HukuHy pyKy U IOIJIajuia ee cyxue
HaJbLEL

— He 6oiica. IToxuBems ere.

Huka ropbko ycMexHysach. DTOT CMELIOK BbI3BAJ XO-
JIOZHBIA KOM B ropJie, OT KOTOPOTrO Ha Ija3a HaBepHYJINCh
CJIe3bl.

— He nyaub, — TUXO cKa3asa Mapycs, — Tl U TaK yxe
MHOTO Hamiakanach. IIycTh Jydiie AOXIb 3a Tebs BbI-
IJIa4erT.

IToyeMy-TO VIMeHHO 3TH CJIOBA NOZENCTBOBANIMA Ha
Huxy orpessisioie. OHa yJIbIOHYIaCh 1 OOHSIA IEBOUKY.

— 41 n npaBpa ycrana miakatb. f ycrana, ycrana mnepe-
XuBarhb. IIycro BOT 31ech, — HuKa CTyKHy/a JajOHBIO 110
TPyAH, — CJOBHO BCe neperopeso. Hu 4yBCTB, HY 3MOLMMA.
Huyero.

Mapycsa nomosyana.

— Ecau ThI Oyzelnb BaZaTh B TaKue AeMpecCUBHbIe
TIPUCTYTIBL, KAK BUepa JHeM, TeGsi IOBeyT K MICUXUATPY.

— MHe yxe Bce paBHO.

Huka wucrnommobbss THUXOHBKO paccMmoTpena Mapy-
cio. HecMoTpst Ha TO 4TO OHa B GOJIbHMIIE HE OJUH MECHIL,
Huka HUKOIZIa He Bu/iesla BHYTPEHHIOIO TAaHUKY Ha ee JIulie.
ToJbKO 4nCTas ¥ HexkHast cepbe3HOCThb. CIIOBHO OHA He OT-
ciofia. He MOXeT 4esloBeK XXHUTb CIOKOIHO C Takoil 60Jies-
HbI0. Wu Moxer?

— Mapycs... ckaxxu. CKOJIBKO ThI yKe 371eCh?

— PasBe BaxxHO? — yibIGHY/MAch AeBouka. — Hy feHb,
HY TOZ... DTO HUYero He 3HAYUT. Mbl IPULILIH B GOJILHULLY,
9TO6BI YTO-TO HAUTH. BOT ThI BeZib TaK ¥ He HAIILIA CBOE.

Huka HenmoHMMarOIe IOCMOTpeJIa Ha IeBOUKY.

— TbI HMYEro TaK U He NIOHAJIA, 8 IOTOMY ¥ TOPYUILD TYT.
Jlo cux IOp MOHATh He XOYellb TOrO, HACKOJBKO... BIIPO-
4eM, Thl JOJDKHA cama 0co3HaTh. CaMa... U HUKTO Tebe TyT
He IOMOXeT.

Huka o6mxeHHO OCMOTpesia Ha Mapycio 1 ¢ BbI30BOM
CIIPOCHJIA:

— A TBI-TO HalLIa?

Mapycs ynbI6HyIach, HO OTBETUNIA CEPbE3HO:

— Hamura.

JIBepb IPUOTKPBLIACH, U B [TAJIATy TUXOHBKO 3arjIsAHyJIa
TeTs Pura.

— O 4yeM MeyTaeTe? — LIETIOTOM CIIPOCHJIA OHA, 3aliAs B
Hasary ¢ KBafipaTHOU CYMKOM B pyKax.

Huxka xoTena pe3Ko OTBETUTb, HO YTO-TO OCTaHOBUJIO
ee. Tera Pura Hukorza He noxesnaeT Huke 371a, 1 Huka 370
3Hasna.

MencecTpa nykaBo riagena Ha Huky.

— XoTuTe CIOpIpus?



Huxka nepernsaHynack ¢ Mapyceit 1 HeyBepeHHO KUBHY-
Ja. Mezcectpa y/IbIOHYJIaCh TaK, 4TO B IJIa3aX 3acBepKan
XKUBOH 67eck. OHa aKKypaTHO NPHOTKPBITA CYMKY, U 13
4epHOI1 TACTH CYMKH BBICYHY/Iach Gestast ycatas rojoBa.

Huka BeITapamuia riasa.

— 3HaKOMbTECh, [IeBOYKHM, — JIACKOBO IIPOrOBOpUIIA
teTs Puta, — JIIOTUK.

JII0THK OKa3aJics JOBOJIBHO YIUTaHHBIM KOTOM C Ger1oit
KODOTKO! IIepPCThI0 U KPYTJIbIMU CHHUMU Iia3aMu. OH ¢
T0GOIBITCTBOM IPUHIOXUBAJICH.

— Kakoii munblii! — mpomenTana Mapycs, HecMmesno
MPUKOCHYBIIMCh K MaKylLlIKe KoTa. — Kakoli TojicTeHpKuii!
Ero, HaBepHOe, MHOTO KODMUJINA?

— Her, kopMuiu ero Bcersa B Mepy, — BCe ellle yibIOa-
ACh, OTBETHJIA MeJiCecTpa, — HO TOJICTEHbKUH OH He CIy-
yaitHo. [les1o B TOM, 4TO y JIIOTHKA paK.

Tuxoe cJ10BO MPO3By4asIo CIOBHO rpoM. C MUHYTY fie-
BOYKU CUZIEJIA MOJI4a, 3aMepeB. bbUIO CIJIBIMIHO JIMMIb I10-
TPeCKMBaHUe JIAMIIbL.

— Huka, 51 napto Tebe Jltotuka. OT HEro OTKas3anuchb, U
 IOZlyMaJia, MOXeT, Thl 3aX0Yelllb, YTOObI OH XU y TeOs1?

Huxka cMoTpesia Ha KOTa He MUTas.

— Ja. O4deHs x04y...

Huka nonycunena Ha KpOBaTy, He OTPbIBas B3rIAa OT
HOBOro sipyra. OHa 3aMeTuIa, Kakue rIy6oKKe Y Hero Iiia-
3a. CIIOBHO 4esloBeyYecKue.

— A BZpYT Thl Ha CaMOM JeJie KOrzia-To ObLI 4esoBe-
KoM? — ckazana Huka BcayX. — YV KOTOB He MOXeT ObITh
TaKOro B3TJIAZA.

JIIOTUKY HaCKy4MJIO XOJWUTb TyAAa-CIojia 0 KOMHaTe, U
OH 3anpbIrHyn K Huke Ha KpoBaTs.

— HHTepecHO, movyeMy Thbl 3a60Jes? 3Haellb JU Thbl O
cBoei 6ome3Hu?

JIIOTUK JIeT Ha CITMHKY U 3aKMYPUIICA.

— Hy koHeuHO, ThI e 4yBCTByellb 6071b. MbI ¢ TO6GOI
CBSI3aHbI OZHOW 60J1e3HbI0. TOJIBKO y MeHS IaHCOB U3 Hee
BBIUTH yKe HeT.

KoT BHMMaTenpHO Ciymiaj, Kak Kasajaocb. Brapyr on,
3aMeTHB MOIIKY, 3aJpbIraj JalKaMd B BO3AyXe. DTO BbI-
riAzeno Tak 3abaBHO, yTo Huka paccMmesinach, YAWUBUB-
IIKCh, KaK JAaBHO OHA He CJIbIIIAaJIa COOCTBEHHBIN CMeX.

— HagepHoe, TbI Bce-Tak¥ He 3Haelllb 0 60se3HU. MHave
ObI TaK He BeCeJIUIICA.

Kot mpucnymancs, npuHoxaincsa. Momka ozepxxana
nobGeny.

— A BOT BO MHe GoJblie Het pagoctu. HUKTO He 3ame-
TUT MOEro yxoza. Y Jydile Obl s TOIZia U He POXKJanach
Ha CBerT.

Huka B oTyasHMM 3aKpbuIa Iriaa3a pykamu. TyT oHa 1o-
4yBCTBOBAzia pe3Kyl0 00Jb B JIOKTe. JIIOTUK GOJNBHO YKY-
CcuI ee.

— biil ITpekparu!

JIIOTHK pacTONOPIIWII YChI M PO3HO MABKHYJ. OH CJI10B-
HO 3aCTyINaJCs, 3alUIal YTO-TO OYeHb COKPOBEHHOE, YH-
CcToe, CBeTJIoe, TO, Ha YTO OHa, Huka, nopHANa pyKy.

Huka BApyr BepHy/lach K CTpaHHBIM CJI0BaM Mapycu.
«ThlI 371€Ch, YTOOBI YTO-TO HaWTW». Jla, CJI0OBA O TOM, YTO
OHa IpHIIJA CIOfa 3a4eM-TO, HO ellle He MOHANA 3a4eM, a
TIOTOMY BCe elle 3/1eCh, IPO3By4asId KaK OTKPOBEHHe.

CnoBa 0 cMepTH BAPYT NMOKa3aJHUCh CJIOBHO Ha4ep4eH-
HBIMHU Ha TlecKe. «3adeM f 371eChb, B OOJbHULE?»

Huka oTKMHy/Iach Ha NOAYIIKe U 3aKphlia riasa. Kap-
TUHKY U3 [IPOLUIOTO, U3 ee MaJeHbKOM XU3HU BCTAJH IIe-
pen riazaMu. BoT pouTeny noapuiy ei He TOT TeJieoH...
Mama Ha [ileHb POXZIeHUs CJIy4aiHO IepemyTana 1 Kynuia
He TOT TOPT... Bce SIINU30bI U3 )KU3HU 6bI]II/I HaIlOJIHEHBbI He-
raTUBOM, 3JI0CTbIO, pa3fipa’keHreM.

Huka pesko oTkpbuia ria3a. CHOBa 3aXJIONHyJa UX.
OHa CyZJOpOKHO TPUHSANACH lepecMaTpyBaTh GaKThl, KO-
TOpBle BHe3alHO OTKPbIIUCH ell. Koneuno! Hu pasy Huka
He II0pajioBajlach >KU3HU, He INOpajoBajach TOMY, 4YTO
uMeeT. He3HauuTesIbHBIE PaZlOCTU B BUZIe T0JJaDKOB MepK-
JM Tiepe]; OrpOMHBIM ¢dakToM: Huka HeHaBUJeNa XU3Hb.
Huka HeHaBujesa CBOe UMs, HeHaBUZeJIa OAHOKJIACCHU-
KOB, HeHaBu/esa ce6si. OHa cama mposioXkusa cebGe J0pory
B 3TO MepTBOe MeCTO, U3 rops4yero afCKoro KUpnuya, u3
GoJie3HM MO Ha3BaHMeM «pak». OHa He 3aMedyana Kpa-
COTBI, OHA IIPeANoYsa TbMy — MePTBble BeTKU JiepeBa Ha
IIyCTBIHHOM TPOTyape. A Terepb OHa caMa Kak MepTBas
BETKa.

Cre3bl OTEKJIX IO IIeKaM, B yIIax 3a3BeHeso. Huka
CXaJla DKM B KyJIaKi M MOJIYajia, XOTsA BHYTPH OHA pas-
phIBajJlach OT KpHKa: BOT, BOT 3a4eM Thl B GosbHuile! Thi
He JOBHIIb HTOT MUP U MOTOMY Bor oTHUMaeT ero y Te6si.
V1, HeBepOATHO, C JyLIX BHE3aIHO CTaJ CIafaTh CI0 KOIo-
TU ¥ TPAA3H, YCTYMast MeCTO CJIaGOCTH, OT KOTOPOU XOTeJ0Ch
34aCHYTb.

— Tpunaguats! — Huka MyMHO BBIIOXHYJIA U C BULOM
noGeauTens NocMoTpesna Ha JIeHbKY.

Mapyca u JleHbKa CTOAJIM y U3T0JI0BbSA KPDOBATU U Ca-
M03abBEHHO CUMTANH CeKYH/IBL.

— Hy ToI gaems! — BocxuleHHO ckasai JIeHbKa, CTpu-
KeHbIi GOMKMI manaHyuK. — TPUHAALIATD, 3TO yIKe HeIlIo-
X0. B To BpeMs Kak ThI 3a[bIXajach MOCJe IATH.

Huxka no6enHo yIbIOHyTach.

— Tax 4To 51 6bUT He TpaB, — mpubaBu JIeHbKA, — ThI
ZefiCTBUTENIbHO, BPOJie TOTO... IONpPaBJAellb ...

Huka Haxmypuack. Mapycs ToJkHya JIeHbKY B GOK.

— PebsTa, cMoTpuTe, 4TO JIFOTHK TBOPUT!

Bce pa3oM IOBepHYJIU IOJIOBBL.
Kot Bckouun Ha 3afHue Janbl, 3aMaxaB MepefHNMHU,
4yeM TpUBeJI BCeX B BOCTOPT.



— OH ¢ yXoM urpaer, — ckasan JIeHbKa, — TOMOJb 06-
JIeTaeT Ha yaule...

Huka TyT e [OBepHyJach K CBETJIOMY OKHY, U3 KOTO-
POTO CTPYMJICS COTHEYHBIN CBET, U YBU/ea... CHeT. JIeTHui
CcHer 13 GEJIOr0 TOIOJMHOTO MyXa, BOJILIEOHOTO MyXa U3
neTcTBa... OH KPYXWICA 32 OKHOM, CJIOBHO CJIOBa MUJION
TJIABHO¥ TeCHU, CIOBHO PAaCcKpPOLIeHHOe 06J1aKo.

Y HUuKUHOTO JoOMa POCJIO MHOTO TOMNOJeH, U OAUH U3
HUX 3ar/A4bIBajl MPSAMO B ee KOMHaATy. Kaxablii pas, mpo-
ChINAsiCh, OHA BUJeJNA, KaK TONOJIb KadyaeT BeTBAMU. Korna
eil 6BUIO IPYCTHO, OHA CMOTpeJIa B OKHO, M TOIOJIb BCEraa
6b11 psioM. CJIOBHO GIU3KUIL PYT...

JIIOTUK OXOTUJICA HA MyLIMHKY, CJIOBHO JIeB Ha KPOJIMKA.
IMomxuMarn yumu, roTOBbIH K IPBDKKY, ¥ CHOBA IPBITaJL...

— Cmotpy, — ckasana Mapycs, — OH coBceM He o6pa-
IaeT BHUMAHUSA Ha TO, YTO Y HErO YTO-TO B OPraHU3Me eCTb.
JKuBer, 1 Bce y HETro X0Oporio...

— Mosxer, OH He 3HaeT 0 CBOeil 60JIe3HU? — POBKO CKa-
3ai1 JIeHbKa.

3BeHsIIasA TUIIMHA HAKPbLIa 1anaTy.

— OH 3Haer, — cka3ana Huka, — OH, fICHOe fieJIo, 3Ha-
eT... HO IIPOZI0JIKAeT PasioBaThCs XXU3HU. TouHee, TOMY, YTO
0CTaJIOCh.

HewusBecTHO 65110, KOMY OHA 3TO 6OJIbIIE TOBOPHUT, pe-
Gsttam unu ceGe.

— ...OH JIO6UT TyX, eMy BeceJio, U OH urpaet ¢ HuM. OH
JOGHT COJHIIE U KaXKZ0€e YTPO BCTPEYaeT ero Ha MOJJOKOH-
HUKe, Myp4a ¥ XMypsck. OH JIOOUT JIOJEH, OH CIUT CO
MHOH, JIaCKaeTcsl 0 HOTH TeTH PUTBHI, jaXke KOTZA MHCKa
TIOJIHA efibl... A TIOPOH THXO IIA4eT I0-KOMayby, 0I3aeT
IO [OJIy OT XYTKUX GOJIeil... HO IIOTOM CHOBA K YTpY 3aJie-
3aeT Ha MOJOKOHHUK, YTOOBI BCTPETUTH COJHIIE... JIOUT
)KU3Hb, JaXKe CMePTeJIbHO 60JIes, — eJie CIIBIIIHO 3aKOHYH-
JIa OHa.

Huka 3amoiuana, 061yMbIBasi 3T0 OTKpbITHe. IIpocToe,
M3BECTHOE C CAMOTO JIeTCTBA, HO IIOHATHOE TOJIBKO ceifdac,
B 3TO MrHOBeHMe. JKU3Hb — BOT BeJMKUU Aap, KOTOPBIH
CTOUT Gepedb U TOPOKUTh.

— A 4 Benpb Ternepb HUYEro He 6OIOCh, — PELIUTEHLHO
3asaBuia Huka.

— Yero He GOUIIbCS?

— Hy, atoro camoro. CmepTH.

Ona nomoJryarna.

— 4 BApyr cTana BCIOMHMHATh Belly, HA KOTOPbIe
HUKOrJa 6bl He obpatuia BHMMaHusA. W He obpamiana,
IIOKa He Iollajia CIoja. 3HaeTe, MHe 10 OOJU B XKeJyA-
Ke X0ueTcsl MOUTH K cebe Ha KyXHIO U BKJIOYUTDb Yaii-
HUK. § Bcerna paszipaxkajiach, KOrZa MaMa IIpocuia
MeHA 00 3ToM. Temepb HHKTO He IIONPOCUT MeHS 3TO
crenatb. Cellyac MHe Y)XAaCHO XOYeTCS NIPOUTU 3TU
HATH [IArOB U THIKHYTh B 3Ty 00O/PaHHYIO KHOIIOYKY.
ITonnmaere?

Mapyca Bcerna nmonnMaer. OHa He CMeeTcs, XOTA 3TO
JIOBOJIbHO CMEIIHO, a BHUMATeJIbHO CJIyLIaeT, YyTh HAKJIO-
HUB roJIoBy. JIeHbKa TOXe IPUTHX.

— A moTowm, 3TOT caMmblii JIIOTUK — 3TO He KOT, a aH-
reJl UCLeIUTeNb Kakoi-To. Cepbe3HO, OH IIpUBeJ MeHs
K TaKUM MBICJISIM CBOeH >KM3HepaJoCTHOCThIO. 5 MOHSA-
Jia, KaKOW st OblJla 3TOUCTKOM. BOT GBI OTMOTATh BpeMsi
Ha3san!

— Tsl Obl He MPUIIA K TAKAM MBICIISIM, ecii Obl He
GosnbHMIA, — 3aMeTwsia Mapycsi, — Izie-TO B mapajuieiib-
HOM Mupe Huka cIBIXOM He CIIBIXMBAja O JIeKeMU! U Be-
IIeT Bce Ty JKe 6OoraTyio, CKyUHYHO XKU3Hb.

Huka 3amosikia.

— Jla, a Beab ThI NIpaBa. Bezib KOrza cloAa JOXUIACh, S
CYMTAaNa, 9TO 3TO KOHeIl... a 0Ka3aJI0Ch, TOJbKO HA4YaJIo.

— HasepHoe, — corsiacunace Mapycs 1 BcTaja ¢ KpoBa-
TH, — JIAHO, NIONZieM, JIeHbKa.

OHu Hanpasuiack K Asepu. Huka nojomsa k JIFOTUKY
Y TUXO OBHsLJIa ero.

Huxka npocHynach BHe3anHO. CJIIOBHO YTO-TO BBIXBAaTHU-
JIO ee U3 CHA.

Ha moToJiKe HEMOJBMXHO CTOSIM HEOHOBBIE OJIMKH.
Tuxkanu 9acsl. [Taxyio jekapcTBaMH U CHaMH.

Munyty Huka mposexara, He meBessick. COH Kak py-
KoM cHsJIO. BbIBaer xe Takoe.

JIIOTUK cuziesT Ha IOZI0KOHHKKE 1 YTO-TO BHICMATPUBAJI
B 3Be3qHOM HeGe. Hika BcTajia ¢ KpoOBaTH M MOJOMLINA K
OKHY.

Bcero Heneno Ha3aj OHa IOKpbIBajach TOCKOW IIpU
BHJIe 3 OKHa: OHa BHJIeJia MEPTBbIi OeTOHHBINA 3a60p, HO
He 3aMevasia 3Be3JHOTO Heba HaZl HIM.

Huxka pacnaxHyJia OKHa, BIOXHYJIa HOYHOU BO3/JyX.

— Mup, Tbl npexpacen! — kpukHyaa Huka B mpocTpaH-
ctBo. — IlycTh Bce, Bcerza, Be3ze 6yaer x0-po-1o!

BHu3y 3alesiecTesy ONaBIlIKe JUCThA.

— Huka, 40BO KpU4uIb?

Huka nocmorpena BHU3. [Iaaa Cepexa, Tak 3Baju J10-
GPOAYLIHOrO OXPaHHMKA MALMEHTHI, CTOS IOCPeAN TPOTY-
apa, 3aJjpaB roJI0BYy BBEPX.

— 3npacre, aaxad Cepexxa! — orossanacs Huxka.

— A Hy cnarb, XyJuMraika, — HyTJIMBO NPUTPO3UT OX-
paHHUK, — MOCUfiesla HEMHOXKO, ¥ B HocTeb. Houb yx
GoJIbHO KpacuBasi, moHUMam TebGs. Jla Kak Obl TeGe Haro-
HsisT He ObLIO OT PUTKM, OHA € 9TUM CTPOTO!

— Terss Pura moGpasi, mpocTuT, 3acMesyiach
Huka, — Bce, g nouuia cnate! He BeijaBaiiTe MeHs, asaas
Cepexa!

Huka y)xe 3aKpbiBajia OKHa MOJ He37100MBOe BOPYaHbE
OXpaHHUKA: «Hy-Hy... IOKOs1 ¢ BAMU, IOCTPEISTAMH, HET...
TOTO U [JISIAU MeCTa C BaMHU JINIIUIIbCS. ..>

OHa siernia, JIIOTHUK IepeMeCTUIICS K Hel.



3acemnast, OHa He 3HaJa, YTO yXKe Yepe3 HeZleNlo OTKPO-  JieT K Maite. A depe3 cemb Jier Huka BepHeTCsI B 6OIbHHUITY
eT OOJIbHUYHBIE BOPOTA U AOJITO OYZET CTOATH, He pelasch — Me[CecTpPOM, YTOObI CBOMM IIPUMepOM JaBaTh HAZeXy Jie-
NepeCcTyNuUTb NIOPOT, Beps U He Beps, 4TO Yy[0 MPOU30IIO  TAM, IOTepPABIIAM CMBICT JKUTb.
u ee Belnucany. OHa He 3Haza, 4TO 4yepe3 MecAl JIFOTUK yid-

r. TtoMeHb



